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L—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :-— 

The returns received show an improvement in the state of 
employment, both as compared with last month (for which, how- 
ever, the returns were affected by the Christmas holidays), and 
‘also compared with January 1895. 

In the 96 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
401,410, making returns, 17,901 (or 48 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of January, compared with 4°8 per cent. 
in December, and with 8:2 per cent, in the 76 unions, with a 
membership of 370,335, from which returns were received for 
January 1895. 

Coal Mining—Employment continues good in nearly all 
districts, At 971 pits from which returns have been received and 
employing 280,101 workpeople, the average number of days 
worked in January was 4°94 per week, as compared with 4:88 
days in December and 4°70 days in January 1895. ‘The propor- 
tion of unemployed miners in trade unions in Northumberland 
‘and Durham was 1°7 per cent. at the end of January, the same as 
in December, but less than in January 1895, when the percentage 
was 2°7, 


Iron Mining—Employment has improved and is now very 
good. The average number of days worked at 114 iron 
mines, employing 18,215 workpeople, was 5°70 per week in 
January, against 5°57 days in the previous month and 5:56 days in 
January 1895, 

In the Pig Iron industry more furnaces are in blast and more 
men wae than in December or a year ago. At the end of 

t 


January the ironmasters making returns had 328 furnaces in 
blast, being 4 more than at the end of December, and 20 more 
than at the corresponding date of last year. The number of 
workpeople employed at these furnaces was 21,071, an increase 
of 191 over the previous month, and of 1,057 over January 1895. 
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Employment in Steel Works has improved, the number employed 
in the 89 works for which returns have been received being 
14 per cent. greater than in the corresponding period of 1895. 


Returns from 71 Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills show a 


slight improvement compared with last year. 

Employment in Tinplate Works is unsatisfactory, and many 
mills are idle. Returns from 37 tinplate manufacturers give the 
number of their mills in operation at the end of the month as 
156, being 16 less than in the previous month, but 2 more than 
in January 1895. 

In the Engineering and kindred trades the percentage of 
unemployed union members has fallen from 5-0 in December 
to 4°3 at the end of January, compared with 8°7 per cent. in 
January 1895, 

In the Shipbuilding trades an improvement has also taken place, 
the percentage of unemployed at the close of the month being 9-1, 
compared with 10°5 in December. In January 1895, during the 
frost, the percentage reached 17°3. 

The Building trades as a whole continue steadily employed. 
The percentage of unemployed in unions making returns for 
January is 3°7, compared with 3°8 last month, and 8:2 in January 
1895, when the long frost was in progress. 

The Furnishing and Woodworking trades remain steady. The 


percentage of unemployed in unions making returns is 4°2, com- 
pared with 44 in December and 6°7 in January 1895. 


Some seasonal falling off is observable in employment in the 
Printing and Bookbinding trades, the percentage of unemployed 
union members having risen from 471 in December to 5-4 in 
January. The percentage for January 1895 was 53. Employ- 
ment in the Paper trade remains steady, and the percentage of 
unemployed union members is 3°2, compared with 3°1 last month. 

Employment in the ready-made branch of the Taloring trade 
is better, but the bespoke branch is somewhat slack. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade continues to be only 
moderate in the principal centres. 

Owing to seasonal causes, a slight falling off has taken place in 
employment in the Leather trades, and the percentage of unem- 
ployed in unions making returns is 5-4, compared with 41 in 
December and 8°8 in January 1895. 

Employment for Cotton spinners has improved, but weavers in 
many cases have been irregularly employed. The Woollen and 
Worsted trades continue well employed in most districts. Em- 
ployment in the Hosiery trade is, in general, good ; in the Silk 
trade it is fair in most districts. 

Information respecting 494 Tertile Mills, employing about 
86,000 women and girls, shows a decline in the state of employ- 
ment, 87 per cent. being in mills giving full employment, com- 
pared with 91 per cent. among those for whom returns were 
received in December. The decline occurred in the weaving 
branch of the cotton trade. 

Trade Disputes.—The number of disputes occurring in January 
was 50, as compared with 371n December and 57 in January 
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1895. Eleven disputes took place in the textile trades, ten in 
mining and quarrying, seven in the clothing trades, six in metal 
trades, four in connection with engineering and shipbuilding, two 
each in the building and waterside trades, and eight in the miscel- 
laneous group of industries. In 45 of the 50 disputes, 7,331 
workpeople were involved—an average of 163 persons per dispute— 
against 115 in the previous month. Sixteen old disputes, involving 
5,672 persons, were brought to a termination in January, and at 
the end of the month, 12 new and 20 old disputes, affecting 
together 4,562 persons, were known to be still unsettled, 

Changes in Rates of Wages—The changes reported during 
January included nearly 11,000 workpeople who _ received 
increases averaging about 1s. 9d. per week, and over 133,000 
who sustained decreases averaging about 3}d. per week, resulting 
in a nett average decrease of less than 2d, per week for the 
total number (144,000) affected. About 6,000 engineers on the 
Clyde and over 1,000 at Belfast are estimated to have received 
advances in accordance with the recent settlement. In the coal- 
mining industry, 109,000 miners in South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire, and 30,000 in Northumberland, sustained reductions in 
their rates of wages. Decreases, mainiy of 10 per cent., were 
also reported as affecting 2,320 workpeople in the South Wales 
tinplate trade. 


Borrer Exprosion at Granny Quarrizs, BrRianouse, 

Report of Formal Investigation—-A formal investigation was 
held at the Town Hall, Halifax, on the 6th and 7th instant, into 
the circumstances attending the explosion ofa bviler at the Granny 
Quarries, Brighouse, on the 31st December last, whereby loss of 
life ensued. 

The boiler, known as Booth’s patent, was made in the year 
1875, and it was attached to a Guy crane, It was used with 
others for lifting stone, and the boiler was examined from time to 
time by the engineer to the company, by whom the quarries were 
owned at the time of the explosion. 

The fire was invariably banked at night and set away the 
following morning, the boiler being worked at a pressure of about 
60 lbs. per square inch. 

On the 30th December the boiler was pumped up about 4 p.m., 
and the fire was banked. On the morning of the 31st December 
the fire was set away, and about 7.20 a.m. the engineer was of 
opinion that the water-gauge showed half-glass. About 7.35 a.m. 
the boiler exploded, the crown of the furnace collapsed and 
ruptured the boiler, left its seat and fell into the quarry. A man 
standing close to the crane appears to have been so frightened 
that he ran away, and -running in the wrong direction he fell into 
the quarry sustaining injuries from which he died. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the crown of 
the firebox, which had become wasted by corrosion, being over- 
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heated from shortness of water, and the engineer was deceived as 
to the water on the morning of the explosion, either from 
insufficiency of light from a match or from the top-cock of the 
gauge being peisly closed. They found that some measure of 
blame attached to him for neglecting to ascertain beyond doubt 
that there was sufficient water in the boiler, but as this was a 
casual and not a serious act of negligence, they exonerated the 
owners from blame, and made no order as to costs. 

The Court was of opinion that the fire had probably been set 
away, owing to high wind, during the night previous to the 
explosion, that steam had blown off, and that an unusual quantity 
of water had consequently been evaporated. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to John 
Turner, skipper, and bronze medals for gallantry in saving life 
at sea and a sum of 2/. each, to Robert Woodgate, 2nd hand, 
and Thomas Gardiner, boatswain, of the steam trawler “ Datura,” 
of Milford, in recognition of their services in rescuing the ship- 
wrecked crew of the schooner “ John Williams,” of Carnarvon, 
which foundered at sea on 24th December last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass and a 
silver medal for gallantry in saving life at sea to Henry W. 
Willis, skipper, and silver medals for gallantry in saving life at 
sea and a sum of 2/. each to Thomas Hewett, 3rd hand, and 
Ernest Saunderson, 4th hand, of the fishing smack “ Amy,” of 
Yarmouth, in recognition of their services in rescuing the crew 
of the fishing smack “ Edward and Sarah,” of Yarmouth, which 
was abandoned in the North Sea on the 8th December last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. J. F, 
Nielsen, master of the Norwegian barque “ Kalstad,” of Kragero, 
in recognition of his kindness and humanity to the shipwrecked 
erew of the schooner “ Pattie,” of Hull, which was abandoned at 
sea on the 18th December iast. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea, to Mr. Andrew W. Simpson, 2nd 
officer of the S.S, “ Clan Mackenzie,” of Glasgow, in recognition 
of his services in connexion with the rescue of the crew of thie 
S.S. “ Topaz,” of Glasgow, which was abandoned in the English 
Channel on the 5th December last. 


GOVERNMENT ContTRACTS, 


War Office—The Secretary of State for War hereby gives 
notice that builders desirous of being applied to when tenders 
are invited for work in any military district should address the 
general officer commanding such district, giving trade and bank 
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references, and stating whether they wish to tender for (A) 
jobbing work, painting, and repairs ; (B) new buildings or works 
up to 5,000/. estimated value ; or (C) new buildings or works of 
any magnitude. 

Applications unaccompanied by references will not be noticed. 

: irms whose names are already on the War Office list need not 
apply. 

India Office—The Secretary of State fur India in Council 
is prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply wrought-iron bearing plates for rails. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday the 18th February 1896, after which time no tender will 
be received. 


Suips ror SALE. 


Tenders will be received until noon on Thursday, the 20th 
February, for the purchase of the following ships, as they lie :— 
Tonnage B.M. 
“Talbot.” 6th rate at Woolwich - - 500 
Torpedo boat, No. 1, 1st class, at Portsmouth — 
Swimming vessel (late mortar boat) No. 18, 
at Devonport - - - - 17989 


(approx.) 
Hopper barge at Sheerness - - 110 
Forms of tender, containing Conditions of Contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Admiralty or by letter addressed “The Director of Navy 
Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, London, S.W. 


(Signed) T. Gwyn, 
Director of Navy Contracts. 


Russt1an Paper Money sy Post. 


A notice, dated 21st January last, has been received from the 
Postmaster-General warning the public against sending Russian 
paper money by post to Russia, where it is dutiable, so that its 
transmission by post to or from Russia contravenes the Postal 
Union regulations prohibiting the use of the post for the convey- 
ance of dutiable articles. A fine of 25 per cent. of the value is 
chargeable in Russia on paper money sent contrary to this prohibi- 
tion, and this fine, according to a recent notification of the Russian 
Post Office, is rigorously enforced. 
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INTERNATIONAL ExurBirion At INNSBRUCK OF APPLIANCES 
FOR PuysicAL TrAInine, &c. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
the Austro-Hungarian Chargé d’ Affaires at the Court of Her 
Majesty, information that an International Exhibition of appliances 
for physical training, for preservation of health, for sport and for 
the branches of industry connected with these matters, will be 
held at Innsbruck between May and October of this year. The 
programme cf the exhibition may be seen between the hours of 
11 and 6 at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office. 


ForMALITIES AS TO Brits or LapiIne For BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notification on page 6 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for July 1895, to the effect that the authorities 
of the State of Para had issued an Order that goods shipped on 
bills of lading made out to order should not be receivable by the 
holders of such bills until the absent shippers of the goods pay 
to the State authorities an annual tax of reis 300 $000 as merchants 
trading without a settled domicile, a despatch, dated 18th January 
last, has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. E. C. H. 
Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, stating that, 
according to a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Para, the 
above Order has recently been modified, so as no longer to interfere 
with the legitimate business of properly established firms. 

The Order would now appear to be enforced only so as to reach 
such of the persons originally intended to be included in its scope 
as have no fixed domicile at Para. 


CERTIFICATE OF ALTERATION OF THE YORKSHIRE FISHERY 
District. 

The following is a copy of a certificate issued by the Board of 
Trade on the 21st January 1896 for the alteration of the York- 
shire fishery district :-— 

Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1861 to 1892. 

Whereas the fishery district of the Rivers Derwent, Wharfe, 
Nidd, Ure, Swale, and Ouse, commonly known as the Yorkshire 
fishery district, was formed and its limits were defined by a 
certificate under the hand of one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State, dated the 23rd day of April 1874 : 

And whereas the board of conservators of the said district 
have duly made application to the Board of Trade to grant a 
certificate enlarging and altering the limits of the said district : 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade, by virtue of the powers 
conferred upon them by the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Acts, 1861 to 1892, and otherwise, do by this certificate enlarge 
and alter the limits of the said fishery district, so that the limits 
of the said Rivers Derwent, Wharfe, Nidd, Ure, Swale, and Ouse, 
and of the fishery district of the said rivers shall include all such 
estuaries, rivers, streams, brooks, lakes, ponds, canals, dykes, 
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cuts, drains, channels, watercourses, and waters, and all such 
portions of the sea and sea coast as lie within the following 
limits; namely, a line commencing at the Red House, near 
Hayburn Wyke, in the North Riding of the county of York, and 
thence drawn straight to the nearest point of the natural 
watershed between the rivers and streams flowing into the sea 
north of the said house on the one hand and the rivers and 
streams flowing into the sea or into any estuary south of the 
said house on the other hand, thence continued along such 
watershed until it reaches the natural watershed of the rivers 
flowing into the Humber, thence along such last-named water- 
shed until it reaches the parish church of [Hatfield in the West 
Riding of the county of York, thence straight to Thorne Station 
on the Manchester, Sheftield, and Lincolnshire Railway, thence 
along such railway until it reaches the boundary between the 
counties of York and J.incoln, thence along such boundary to 
the point nearest to Green Bank End, thence straight to Whitgift 
Hall in the West Riding of the county of York, thence straight 
through Bosom Cross in the said riding until it reaches the 
boundary between the counties of York and Lincoln at or near 
Trent Fall, thence along such boundary in the River Humber 
until it intersects a line drawn true south-west from Spurn Head 
in the East Riding of the county of York, thence true east-south- 
east until it reaches the seaward boundary of the waters within 
which Her Majesty's subjects have by international law the 
exclusive right of iishing, thence in a northerly direction along 
such boundary until it reaches a point true east of the Red 
House aforesaid, and thence straight to such house where it 
began—the limits of the said rivers and fishery district being 
more particularly shown on a map morked S. 279—1896, and 
deposited herewith with the clerk of the county council of the 
West Riding of the county of York. 

And the said rivers and fishery district as hereby enlarged 
and altered shall be for all purposes rivers and a fishery district 
within the meaning of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 
1861 to 1892, and may be described as the “ Yorkshire Fishery 
District.” 

Signed and sealed by order of the Board of Trade, this 
twenty-first day of January 1896. 

(Signed) A, D, Berrinearon, 
An Assistant Secretary to the + 
said Board. 


InsPEcTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 
The following inspectors of weights and measures have, during 
the month of January 1896, passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 


Milner, John William - - London County. 
Patrick, William - - - Scarborough. 
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IIL—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.-* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during the month of 


Jannary 1896 was 38,473,856/, as compared with 36,743,481/. 
in the corresponding month of 1895—an increase of 1,730,3751., 
equal to 4°71 per cent., and the exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures were valued at 21,127,168/. as com- 
pared with 18,224,236/., an increase of 2,902,932/.—or 15-93 per 
cent. The value of the exports of foreign and colonial mer- 
chandise amounted to 4,825,707/. against 3,887,258/. in January 
1895, an increase of 938,449/. or 24°14 per cent. 

The classes of goods imported which are higher in value last 
month than in January 1895, are animals, living ; articles of food 
and drink (duty free) ; tobacco, metals, chemicals, dye-stufis, and 
tanning substances, coils, raw materials for sundry industries, and 
manufactures, manufactured articles, and miscellaneous articles, 
and, in the aggregate, the increase in these classes is 2,418,325/. 
Those showing decreased values are articles of food and drink 
(dutiable), raw materials for. textile manufactures and imports 
by parcel post. The total decrease in these is 697,950, and of 
this decrease, raw materials for textile manufactures alone account 
for 624,047/., a fact which may be accounted for by the falling 
off in the imports of raw cotton, raw silk, and goat’s wool. In 
raw cotton the quantity imported last month was 1,372,622 ewts. 
less, and the value 1,131,399/. less than in January 1895. 

The principal increase is seen in articles of food and drink 
(duty free), of which the value of the imports last month was 
640,670/. in excess of that for the same period of 1895 ; the chief 
articles contributing to the increase being wheat meal and flour, 


bacon, beef, salted and fresh, fresh mutton, fish, fresh and cured, lard, 


and: refined and unrefined sugar. Raw materials for sundry in- 
dustries and manufactures show an increase of 496,2051., chiefly 
made up of sawn wood, caoutchouc, tallow, and stearine, manures 
— of soda), wet hides, and rosin. Manufactured articles 

ow an increase of 403,7771. 

As regards the exports of British and Irish produce and manu- 
facture, improvement is to be found in every class : animals, living, 
articles of food and drink, raw materials, yarns and textile fabrics, 
metals and articles manufactured therefrom, machinery and mill- 
work, apparel and articles of personal use, chemicals and chemical 
and medicinal preparations, and all other manufactured articles, 
and parcel post articles, all showing increases, the aggregate 


* See also Statistical Tables, 
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increased value being 2,902,932/7. The increase as regards these 
exports is mainly attributable to the larger shipments of yarns 
and textile fabrics, metals, and articles manufactured therefrom, and 
machinery and mill-work. The value of coal, coke, and fuel shipped 
was 183,874. in excess of the corresponding month of the previous 
year ; of cotton piece goods, 112,9431. (in this article there was 
a decrease in the quantity of 27,644,360 yards); woollen and 
worsted yarn, 172,094/.; and woollen tissues, 164,869/ ‘Lhe 
value of iron, wrought and unwrought, exported increased by 
364,986/., and machinery by 214,998 The increased value of the 
exports of apparel and articles of personal use was 208,007/. 

Taking the whole of the year 1895, the increase in the imports 
over 1894 was most noticeable in the case of the imports from 
France, the value of which rose from 43,450,074/. to 47,452,8601,. 
an increase of 4,002,786/. ‘There was also a large increase in the 
imports from the Argentine Republic. 

As regards the exports of British and Lrish produce, there was 
a large increase in the case of Germany—from 17,796,1291. to 
20,646,918/.; and the exports to the United States rose in value 
from 18,799,485/. in 1894 to 27,998,063/. in 1895. 

It may be useful to note that certain changes have been made 
in the arrangement of the accounts, the principal of these being as 
follows :— 

As regards the imports, the changes are—the imports of oxen 
and bulls, cows, and calves, are shown now only from tke Channel 
Islands, Canada, United States, Argentine Republic, and other 
countries ; of sheep and lambs only from Canada, the United 
States, Argentine Republic, and other countries; of swine, the 
total imports only are now shown; butter imports from New 
South Wales, Victoria, and New Zealand, in lieu of “ Australasia” ; 
the imports of horses only from the United States, Canada, 
and other countries, without distinguishing stallions, mares, and 
geldings. There is a re-classification of the articles included 
under the heading of goats-wool. In the list of exports of 
British and Irish produce, the changes include the following :— 


the exports of horses are now shown only to Holland, Belgium, 


France, and other countries, without distinguishing stallions, 
mares, and geldings ; and cattle, sheep, and lambs, swine, and 
animals of other kinds, which were formerly included with other 
animals, are now shown separately (number and value). 


| 
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IIL—THE IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN PRISON- 
MADE GOODS. 


A departmental committee consisting of the Right Hon. Lord 
Thring, K.C.B.; Mr. A. E. Bateman, C.M.G.; Mr. Batty 
Langley, M.P.; Col. the Hon. F. C. Bridgeman, M.P.; Mr, H. 
J. Roby, M.P.; Mr. E. J. Ruggles Brise; Mr. H. A. D. Seymour, 
and Col. Howard Vincent, C.B., M.P., with Mr. J. G. Willis as 
Secretary, was appointed in April 1895 by the President of the 
Board of Trade to inquire into the extent to which goods made 
in foreign prisons are imported into the country, and to report 
wheth er any, and if so, what steps can be taken effectually to 
restrict the importation of such goods. 

It is stated in the report which has recently been issued, and 
which is signed by all the members with the exception of Colonel 
Howard Vincent, M.P., and Colonel Bridgeman, M.P. who with- 
drew, that the committee received evidence from eight witnesses 
representing the brush making industry, five of these being manu- 
facturers, and three workmen delegated by their trade societies; 
from a dealer in brush-makers’ materials; from a mat and 
matting manufacturer, president of an Employers’ Association 
and speaking “for two-thirds of the whole trade”; and from 
two working mat-makers’ delegates from their unions in London and 
Suffolk.* They further heard evidence relating to fancy leather 
articles of stationery, to cloth-covered buttons, and to rush goods. 
They also had the opportunity of examining the “ special com- 
missioner,” whose account of his visit to certain German prisons 
formed the basis of an article in the “ Hardwareman ”; an English 
mat-maker who formerly held a “ labour ‘concession ” in a Belgian 
State institution; and two gentlemen, now holding such con- 
cessions, who came over to London, one from Brauweiler in 
Germany, and one from Merxplas in Belgium, to give evidence, 
The committee state that in addition, they have been much 
assisted by the information which Mr. Bateman, a member of the 
committee, was able to give as the result of a visit paid at Easter 
Jast (at the direction of the Board of Trade) to the institutions 
in Belgium and Germany which had been most prominently 
mentioned by those who had drawn attention to the subject of 
the inquiry. 

Much useful official information was laid before them by the 
solicitor to the Board of Customs, by the (acting) head of the 
statistical branch and by one of the surveyors-general of that 
department, and also by Sir Robert Giffen and Mr. Bateman of the 
Board of Trade. 


* The mat-makers of Diss, another centre of this industry, were also invited to 
give evidence, but replied that they had none to offer. 


i 
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Finally, they had the advantage of hearing the opinions on the 
economic questions involved in the matters under investigation, 
both of Sir Robert Giffen and of Lord Farrer, formerly permanent 
secretary to the Board of Trade. 

After a preliminary review of the causes which led to the 
investigation, the report goes on to summarise the evidence laid 
before the committee, dealing especially with brushmaking, 
matmaking, and stationery. The following are, in brief, the 
answers which the committee make to the questions submitted 
to them :—- 

1. That no evidence has been brought before them to show 
that goods made in foreign prisons are imported into this country 
in such quantities as to injure British trade generally, 

2. That two trades only, the brushmakers and the matmakers, 
have made serious complaints of injury, and their complaints were 
founded solely on the importation of Belgian and German goods 
showing that British industries in general do not feel any evil 
results from the competition of the various other trades carried on 
in foreign prisons throughout the world. 

That in the case of the brush-making industry of this country 
as a whole, the allegations made of serious or lasting injury were 
not sustained, and in the case of the mat-making industry the 
injury was found to be but slight. 

That it was clearly established that the cheapness of the goods 
was no proof of their being prison made, as owing to the cheapness 
of labour abroad, free labour could effectually compete with 
prison labour, and consequently if prison-made goods were 
prohibited the competition of free-labour goods would be quite as 
formidable. 

3. That in the case of brushes it was further proved that 
brushes could be and were made in England by machinery as 
cheaply as, or cheaper than, they can be made by foreign prison 
labour or by any other description of labour. That in the case 
of mats, it was proved that foreign mats were not made more 
cheaply in prison than they were made outside. That the 
depression in the brush trade and mat trade was, so far as it 
existed at all, only connected with the production of the cheaper 
descriptions of goods, and that, in the case of the higher descrip- 
tions of brushes, it appeared that the production in this country 
was actually on the increase. 

With respect to the instructions directing the committee to 
report whether any, and, if so, what steps can be taken effectually 
to restrict the importation of such goods ; 

4, The committee reply that no cause las been shown for 
the necessity to take any steps to restrict the importation of 
prison-made goods, and that if cause were shown no steps can be 
taken to restrict such importation which would not produce more 
harm than good. Any prohibitory legislation would involve 
administrative action of a kind which would be most injurious 
to trade, which would probably create international difficulties, 
and which would fail in effecting the objects intended, 
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The committee conclude with the following remark on the 
resignation of the two members, Colonel Howard Vincent and 
Colonel Bridgeman :— 

“We regret that two of our original colleagues, Colonel 
Bridgeman and Colonel Howard Vincent, resigned their seats on 
the committee without having had the advantage of hearing some 
of the most important evidence submitted to us; in particular, 
that of Sir R. Giffen and ord Farrer as to international trade 
relations; of M. Van Schelle and Mr. Loveday as to the condi- 
tions under which free and prison industries are carried on in 
Belgium ; and of Messrs. Bradley and Page as to the part now 
played by machinery in the manufacture of brushes.” 

Appended to the report is a statement which Colonel Howard 
Vincent, M.P., and Colonel Bridgeman, M.P., prepared on their 
withdrawal from the committee. They recapitulate the evidence 
taken up to the period when they vainly urged the committee 
to report instead of prolonging the inquiry, and conclude as 
follows :— 

“ Having now placed you in possession of the facts, we venture 
to express a hope that no further delay may ensue in carrying out 
the unanimous mandate of the House of Commons, pronounced 
over three months ago, supported as it is by the vote of the last 
Trades Union Congress representing over a million workers, and 
by several score of petitions to the Legislature signed by many 
thousands of the industrial community. The competition of 
British prison labour with free labour having been stopped, its 
replacement, in an aggravated form, by foreign prison labour is, in 
our opinion, the more indefensible.” 
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1V.—THE GERMAN IRON INDUSTRY IN 1895, 


“The Engineering and Mining Journal” of New York states 
that the results of the iron and steel trade in Germany during the 
year 1895 can be designated as generally satisfactory. The 
amount of business increased, and the selling prices which, in the 
beginning of the year, were close to the cost of production, reached 
higher points later in the year. The production of pig iron in 
Germany, including Luxemburg, reached during the 10 months 
to October 31st 4,788,571 metrie tons, showing an increase of 
4°5 per cent. over the production during the corresponding period 
of 1894, in which 4,579,180 tons were made. The share of the 
Rhenish Westphalia district in this production was 2,277,793 tons. 
This district, which has heretofore been the principal producer of 
iron in Germany, has now to make an increasingly active fight 
against the growing competition resulting from the occurrence of 
* minette” ore in Lorraine, Luxemberg, and on the Saar ; so the 
production of basic pig used in making Thomas steel in the last- 
named district showed an increase exceeding that in the Lower 
Rhine and Westphalia more than 25 percent. A ‘substantial 
advantage to the iron industry resulting from the use of minette 
ore as mentioned above, has been the improvement in processes 
resulting in the diminished consumption of coal. The direct con- 
version of molten pig iron into steel, that iz, the direct transmission 
of iron from the blast furnace to the converter without a second 
melting, was carried on everywhere with the best results. New 
plants have been erected which produce from the ores billets and 
slabs without using any other fuel in the steel making than the 
gases generated in the blast furnaces. 

The Rhenish Westphalian district is trying hard to get a share 
of the profits derived from the use of minette ores, though these 
ores have to be transported a distance of about 300 kilometres to 
the furnaces in that district, but with the Prussian State adininis- 
tration of the railroads, the attempt has not been a success, A 
scheme to open up water transportation by means of the canaliza- 
tion of the Moselle also failed. This district is therefore compelled 
for the purpose of keeping up its production to have increasing 
recourse to the importation of foreign ores, The first imports were 
of Spanish ores, but lately the importation of Swedish ores from 
Gellivara and elsewhere has increased until it reaches at present 
500,000 or 600,000 tons a year, 

In consequence of the rise in production, new plants have been 
erected. Hans Holsch’s steel works at Dortmund have added two 
blast furnaces; the Deutscher-Kaiser works have also added two 
blast furnaces and one steel plant; the Dillinger iron works, at 
Dillinger-on-the-Saar, one Thomas steel plant. New blast furnaces 
are also in construction at Esch and at Burbach. 
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A deposit of iron ore containing phosphorus has been found in 
Middle Germany, and a new Thomas steel plant and also a blast 
furnace have been built to use those ores. 

A strong market was caused by the extension for ten years of 
the Rhenish Westphalian Coal Syndicate, which includes almost 
all the coal mines. 

The production of coal in Westphalia during the first three 
quarters of 1895 amounted to 30,129,963 metric tons, or about 
0°28 per cent. above the previous year. 

During 1895 nothing was heard of labour troubles or 
strikes ; this is probably due in great part to the system of 
insurance of workmen against sickness, accidents, old age and 
disability. The assessments which fall on the iron industry from 
this system are considerable, but its results in operation have been 
upon the whole satisfactory. 

Exports of iron products for 10 months to October 31st have 
been, in metric tons :— 


| 1894. 1895. 
| 
Pig iron - | 129,608 105,664 
Beams, &c. - - - - - | 112,775 143,510 
Rails - - -| 98,693 94,314 
Bar iron - -| 254,028 | 235,881 
Steel ingots - ° 82,845 51,162 
Wire rods - ° - 102,115 95,036 


This shows decreases in pig ircn, rails, bar iron and wire rods, 
but increases in beams, &c., and in steel ingots. 
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V.—THE MINING INDUSTRY OF THE DUTCH 
EAST INDIES. 


The minerals, the working of which have hitherto shown the 
best results in the Netherlands East Indies, would seem to be 
coal and petroleum, though gold is sometimes found, and 
occasionally diamonds. 

With regard to petroleum, though it is met with often enough 
in certain parts of Java, the only company appearing to work with 
any amount of success is the ‘ Dortsche Petroleum-Maats- 
chappij,” who exploit certain springs in the province of Socrabaya. 
The refinery is situated at Wonokromo, in the neighbourhood of 
which the most productive springs are found. It appears from a 
recent report of the Belgian Consul-General in the Dutch East 
Indies that, although many concessions for tle working of the 
petroleum industry have been granted in various parts, it is more 
especially in Sumatra that rapid progress has been made. 

The springs of Langkat in the eastern part of Sumatra are in full 
working order, and the report to the shareholders of the “ Konin- 
klijke Nederlandsche Maatschappij” in 1894 proves that, not- 
withstanding many preliminary difficulties, a satisfactory result 
has been obtained. Petroleum was sold in 1892, but the 
establishment was then by no means complete; now much new 
machinery has been bought, and several buildings for the refinery 
have been erected on the banks of the River Babalau near the 
springs. The sale for some time past has, however, been low, on 
account of the immense production of Russia and the United 
States and of the fall in the value of the dollar. 

The production of raw petroleum in 1893 was 250,000 litres per 
diem, and the output of the establishment for the year amounted 
to 401,370 cases of refined oil. 

The Langkat oil is sent by steamboats to Penang and Singa- 
pore, and, according to the statistics of the Straits Settlements, 
these two places imported respectively 70,000 litres and 52,384 
cases in 1892 and 130,000 litres and 170,645 cases in 1893 of 
Langkat oil alone. 

The 170,645 cases imported into Singapore represent about one- 
fourth of the total consumption of petroleum in that city. The 
oil also finds a market at Atjeh, in other provinces of Sumatra 
at Saigou, in Siam, and even at Batavia. 4 

Much profit has, however, not yet been derived from this 
industry on account of the large capital required for its develop- 
ment. 

In Borneo, near the Manakkam river, in the south-eastern 
division of the island, is a. concession which promises well 
but which for some reason or other has not yet been fully 
developed. 

With regard to coal in Sumatra, the Ombilién mines belonging 
to the Crown already show promising results in spite of number- 
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less engineering and other difficulties. 47,833 tons were pro- 
duced in 1893, an amount which was increased to 72,451 tons in 
1894 in spite of a lack of labour which prevented the total from 
attaining to the estimated result of 100,000 tons. About 20,000 
tons were loaded at Emmahaven, bound for Java, where it fetched 
a price of from 13 to 14 florins per ton. 

The working of these mines has been frequently interrupted by 
fires, and the loss in 1893 was so considerable that it is said in 
the near future coal-mining will be to a large extent abandoned, 
its place being taken by coffee planting. 

The mines are for the most part worked by convicts who numbered 
1,227 in January 1894, as against 350 in January 1893. Failing 
this form of labour, coolies are resorted to, and these likewise are 
ekilful workmen. 

Gold was at one time extensively sought for in the western 
parts of Borneo, but the natives have abandoned the search for 
the precious metal in favour of the more remunerative pursuit of 
agriculture. The licenses issued to goldseekers were considerably 
fewer in 1894 than in previous years. The gold mines of the 
eastern portion of Borneo do not furnish much happier results, on 
account of the scarcity of water, but there are deposits which 
have lately come under notice on the northern coast of the 
island of Celebez, in the province of Menado, on land conceded to 
the “Nederlandsch-Indische Mijnbouw Maatschappij,” which 
seem to promise better results. In 1894 some specimens of gold 
collected from native mines were considered satisfactory, and a 
gallery was excavated leading to a district said to be rich in 
auriferous products. 

Diamonds have been found at Landak in the western half of 
Borneo. In 1891, 2,683 carats were obtained; in 1892, 1,400 
carat3; and in 1893, 2,1674 carats, of which 80 carats only 
represented stones of 2 carats each, and 209 carats stones of from 
1 to 14 carats, and these unsatisfactory results have led to a 
decrease in the number of licenses sold. 

Ever since 1887 a certain number of requests, chiefly emanat- 
ing from English subjects, have been addressed to the Dutch 
authorities for permission to seek for diamonds at Landak. 

A report on the subject made by a mining engineer sent out by 
the Government of the Indies concludes as follows : 

“The investment of European capital on the banks of the 
Landak and neighbouring streams is to be deprecated, the rich 
districts having been a'l, or nearly all, exploited, and seeming to 
be now exhausted. A good find here and there encourages a 
crowd of persons to the neighbourhood, but these seem to be 
entirely due to chance, and the majority of the explorers return 
home poorer than before.” 
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VI—FRENCH SUGAR FACTORIES AND THEIR 
METHODS OF PRODUCTION. 


The following information respecting the French sugar industry 
is extracted from the “ Bulletin de Statistique et de Legislation 
Comparée ” 

The law of the 29th July 1884 relating to the sugar industry 
was conceived with an idea of improving the condition of industry 
and agriculture in France. This law established under the name 
of abonnement a new method of prise en charge, t.e., legal yields, 
with the object of giving manufacturers a chance of creating 
excess yields by encouraging them in the progress of cultivation 
and manufacture. To this end the assessment of the tax has been 
re-arranged, aad has now for its basis not the amount of sugar 
manufactured but the quantity of beetroots employed. 

The abonnement, optional during the three sugar seasons 
1884-85, 1885-86, 1886-87, was rendered obligatory from the 
1st September 1887, 

During the optional period, manufacturers not working under 
the abonnement benefited by an allowance for waste of 8 per cent. 
on their total output ; manufacturers belonging to the abonnement 
were made chargeable with duty on 5 or 6 kilogs. of refined sugar 
per 100 kilogs. of beetroot, according as to whether they used 
continuous or hydraulic presses, or diffusion or other analagous 
process for the extraction of the juice. 

The rate of the prise en charge had to be unified from 
September 1, 1887: by the law of the 4th July of that year, it 
was ubiformly 7 kilogrammes of refined sugar for every 100 kilos. 
of beetroots used for the season 1887-88; 7:25 kilos. for the 
season I888-89 ; 7°50 for the season 1889-90; and 7°75 for 
the season 1890-91; it was kept at this latter figure by the 
law of 29th June 1891, which, moreover, decreed that from the 
following 1st September, the excess yields obtained over and 
above 10°5 kilogs. of sugar, per 100 kilogs. of beetroot, should be 
divided into two equal parts; one part is added to the amounts 
taxed with the full duty of 60 francs per 100 kilogs.; the other 
half is only liable to the reduced duty of 30 francs per 100 kilogs. 

This last law, which was passed under the influence of the 
exceptionally unfavourable circumstances of the season 1890-91, 
re-established the rule of an allowance for waste in favour of the 
manufacturers who, previous to the lst November of each year, 
declare themselves willing to renounce the benefit of the reduced 
tax on excess yields ; it allows them 15 per cent. on their total 
output. 

It, in addition, raises to the same rate the allowance for waste 
of 12 per cent. which had been granted by the law of 4th July 
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1887 to manufacturing-distillers whose factories fitted for the use 
of the juice of the same beetroots for the simulianeous production 
of sugar and alcohol, were already installed at the time of the 
promulgation of the law of 29th July 1884. 

Up to 1887, the quantity of sugar produced in excess of the 
legal yield or which represented allowances for waste in manufac- 
ture was freed from the tax. Since that time they have been 
subject to a special tax. This (according to the law of 27th 
May 1887 and 30th March 1888) was 10 francs per 100 kilogs. 
of refined sugar, which sum was raised to 20 frances by the law of 
24th July 1889 and to 30 franes by the law of 5th August 1890, 
at which rate it now stands. 

The consequences of this change in legislation with regard to 
sugar manufactories and means of production are as follows :— 

The number of manufactories has fallen rapidly from 486 
(season 1881-82) to 375 (1887-88); and since to 367. The 
closing of 111 establishments during the first of the periods above 
named is a result of the abonnement being obligatory from 
September 1, 1887. It was a question chiefly of old works badly 
fitted up, the alterations in which, under the new regime, would 
have entailed considerable expense out of all proportion to their 
ordinary stock of beetroot. 

The 367 sugar factories at present are divided into 322 simple 
factories and 45 central works, 

The central works produce 209,760,000 kilogs. of refined sugar 
out of a general total production of 704,454,108 kilogs. 

The total number of hands employed (men, women, and 
children) has decreased from 65,293 in 1881-82 to 50,569 in 
1894-95. The average daily wage has likewise decreased. This 
is, for the most part, in consequence of the closing of so many 
factories and the ever-increasing substitution of machinery for 
hand labour. 

It is interesting to compare the results of the season 1894-95 
with that of the close of the season 1887-88, during which ail the 
works had been carried on for the first time under the abonnement 
system. 
rhaew had been no appreciable difference between the cost of 
the beetroot during the two seasons above mentioned; but in 
1894-95 the amount of beetroot used was 7,138,000 tons, as 
compared with 3,615,000 tons in 1887-88. 

With regard to production, the amount manufactured in 
1894-95, expressed in refined sugar, was 704,454,000 kilogs., 
including the sugar represented by molasses. This is the largest 
amount produced in France since the commencement of the sugar 
industry, and is 368,878,000 kilogs. in excess of the production of 
the season 1881-82, 

In 1881-82 the average production per manufactory was 
690,485 kilogs.; in 1894-95 it reached 1,919,000 kilogs. To 
obtain such a result and reduce the amount of general expenses, 
manufacturers have had to perfect their means of production, and 
the total power of the generators and machines has been greatly 
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increased. Important improvements have been also effected in 
the material employed for the extraction and evaporation of the 
juice. In 1881-82 only 91 manufactories (of a total of 486) 
employed the “ diffusion ” process; in 1894-95 this number had 
increased to 364 out of a total of 367. In the treating of the 
syrups and the purification process many improvements have also 
been effected. 

Two principal features are characteristic of the season 1894-95 : 
one is the exceptional importance of the production, as seen above, 
and the other the marked fall in prices. 

Sugars of 88° fell from 33°86 francs (average price in 1893-94), 
to 26°50 fr. in 1894-95; and No. 3 sugars from 35°65 fr. to 
27°65 fr. This is a consequence of the general over-production 
to which France, for a long time the first of sugar-producing 
countries, has not much contributed. 

Twenty years ago, in 1874-75, Geriaany produced 250,708 tons 
of raw sugar, Austria 106,312, and France 450,711. In 1894-95 
the production of raw sugar had increased in Germany to 1,831,600 
tons, in Austria to 1,044,500 tons, and in France to 745,100 tons 
only. 

In connection with the foregoing, a statement is given by Sir 
J. A. Crowe, Commercial Attaché at Paris, in a publication 
recently issued by the Foreign Office (reports by Her Majesty’s 
Representatives abroad on Bounties, other than those on Shipping 
and Navigation paid by the State in the countries in which they 
reside), showing the bounties given to sugar producers in France. 
The bounty in 1884-85 amounted to 19,822,268 francs; in 
1885-86 to 38,976,838 francs ; and in 1886-87 to 78,890,349 frances. 
In 1887-88 the bounty fell to 47,380,612 francs; and in 1888-89 
to 43,469,129 francs; and rose in 1889-90 to 79,979,514 francs. 
In 1890-91 ‘the bounty was 42,591,300 francs; and in 1892-93, 
29,816,730 francs. 

The amount of excise duty derived from sugar in France was 
162,098,000 frances in 1892, and 150,797,000 francs in 1893, 
The amount of customs duty on foreign and colonial sugar was 
41,875,000 francs in 1892, and 39,105,000 frances in 1893. The 
excise duty at present levied in France on sugar, raw and refined, 
is at the rate of 60 francs per 100 kilogs. 
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VII—FRENCH MINING STATISTICS. 


During the year 1894, 515 concessions for mines were exploited 
in France, producing about 31,787,000 tons of various products, 
representing a value of 340,646,000 francs. Combustibles form 
nine-tenths of the whole, viz., coal, 25,599,000 tons; anthracite, 
1,365,000 tons ; lignite, 453,000 tons, or a total of 27,417,000 
tons, of a value of 307,760,000 frs. 

According to the “ Rapport de la Commission de Statistique de 
l'Industrie Minérale,” other substances include, in the first place, 
iron ore, of which the total quantity obtained amountcd to 
3,772,000 tons, valued at 12,297,000 frs. Rock salt, 589,000 
tons, worth about 9,500,000 frs., exclusive of the tax, comes 
next, followed by lead, zinc and silver ores, iron pyrites, 
schist and bituminous limestone, manganese and antimony ores, 
and a small quantity of alunite and marbles impregnated with 
sulphur. The total quantity of these last-named substances 
amounted to 663,000 tons, of a value of rather more than 13 
millions of francs. Of peat (from private and commercial pro- 
perties combined) 132,000 tons were produced, valued at 
1,783,000 frs. 

With regard to Algeria, 18 concessions furnished altogether 
in iron ore, argentiferous zinc and lead ores, mercury and antimony, 
and rock salt, a total production of 393,000 tons, of a value of 
3,934,000 frs. 

The production of coal is such an important item in the mineral 
statistics of France, that some supplementary details concerning 
it are given. ‘The great coalfield of the departments of Nord 
and Pas-de-Calais, the working of which had been seriously 
interrupted in 1893 by a general strike of miners in the latter 
department, increased its production to 15,616,000 tons, or 57 
per cent. of the total production of the country, an increase of 
1,729,000 tons as compared with the preceding year. The pro- 
duction of mineral combustibles has also increased, though in 
a less degree in the departments of Saone-et-Loire, Gard, 
and Aveyron ; and it has decreased, especially in the departments 
of Loire and Hérault, on account of a slackening in the orders of 
iron and steel workshops, the competition of neighbouring coal- 
fields, and the loss of certain openings for export in Switzerland 
and Italy. 

Consumption of coal in France rose to 38,000,000 tons, a 
higher figure than had previously been reached. 

Of this amount, 11,644,000 tons were of foreign origin. The 
importations as seen from the annual statistics drawn up by the 
Customs, consisted actually of 9,349,000 tons of coal and 
1,530,000 tons of coke. Two-thirds of this coke came from 
Germany ; nearly all the rest from Belgium. England and 
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Belgium are the principal exporters of coal to France. The 
total importation shows the slight increase of 243,000 tons over 
the figures for 1893. Exports of combustibles from France are 
of slight importance: in 1894 they amounted to only 801,000 
tons, which went chiefly to Belgium and Switzerland, a total 
diminution of 68,000 tons in comparison with 1893. 

With regard to the question of wages, the total amount of 
money paid in wages to coal miners was 158,974,000 frs. or 
7 millions of francs more than in 1893; this increase is due to 
the fact that the number of day’s wages paid in coal mines was 
1,684,000 more than in 1893, owing to the absence of strikes, 
For the same reason, #.¢., on account of the fewer days of ces:a- 
tion from work—the average annual pay of the miner (men, 
women, and children included) has increased by 35 frs. to 
1,181 frs., though the average daily pay remains the same as 
in 1893, viz, 4°14 frs, 

Although the average price of coal fell 27 centimes per ton, 
the cost of Jabour only decreased 13 centimes. 

The total number of workmen employed in the mining industry 
in France was 146,900, of whom 134,550 worked in coal mines, 
This figure includes nearly 4,000 women, working only by day, 
and rather more than 9,200 children under 16 years of age, half 
of whom worked underground. The number shows an increase 
of 1,800 workmen, consequent on the development of the coal 
industry. 

The result of the law of 2nd November 1892 passed to 
regulate the labour of children, girls, and women in industrial 
enterprises has baen to reduce the number of women by 564, and 
that of young people between 16 and 18 years of age by 421. 
Industries in which so many people are employed entail a certain 
number of accidents, of which 289 proved fatal in 1894, That 
year was not, however, marked by any disaster: the majority of 
the accidents were individual, no single one causing more than 
five victims, killed and injured included. 

In 1894, eight new concessions were granted :—one for anthra- 
cite, three for iron ore, one for lead, zinc, silver, &c., one for 
manganese, and one for rock salt. 

The second part of the “ Statistique de Industrie Minérale” 
is devoted to metallurgy. The production of the furnaces and 
iron and steelworks was 2,070,000 tons of pig iron, valued at 
118,000,000 frs.; 786,000 tons of iron, 129,000,000 frs.; and 
674,000 tons of wrought steel, 169,500,000 frs.; or a general 
total of 3,530,000 tons, valued at 416,500,000 frs. More than 
three-fourths of the cast iron is for refining purposes, ze., for the 
manufacture of iron and steel and the remainder for casting in 
first or second fusion. This production has increased by 67,000 
tons, having again reached the point attained in 1883 previous to 
the great crisis in the mining and metallurgical industries. 

The general total of 3,530,000 tons representing the pro- 
duction of French metallurgical works, shows an increase of 
55,000 tons over the amount for the previous year. The corre- 
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sponding value has, nevertheless, dropped about 7,000,000 of frs., 
the consequence of a general fall in prices all round, with the 
exception of steel plates which improved in value. The market 
in the iron and steel industry exhibited the same tendencies and 
passed under the same influences as in the mining industry. 

Statistical tables are also published with regard to the more 
important works in metals other than iron, which are found in 
France, or imported. Included among these is copper drawn 
from amalgam and silver extracted from native or imported lead. 
The products obtained in France and Algeria consisted of gold, 
silver, lead, zinc, copper, nickel, aluminium, regulus, and oxide of 
antimony and mercury representing a value of about 38 millions 
of francs, or 24 millions less than in 1893, on account of the 
depreciation of silver and metals ia general. The distillation of 
bituminous schists and the treatment of asphaltic limestones 
furnished about 1,800,000 frs. worth of raw mineral oil, mastic 
and asphalt powder. 

Statistics relating to the employment of steam and steam power 
are included in the same volume with those bearing on the 
mining and metallurgical industries. 

These are divided into three parts: (1) in industrial esta- 
blishments ; @) on railways; and (3) in the merchant marine. 

In 1894, in France there were 93,918 boilers in work ; 82,660 
machines, of which 10,967 were locomotives. Steam-power was 
in use equal to 5,900,000 horse-power. 
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VIII—THE ESPARTO-FIBRE INDUSTRY OF TUNIS.* 


Esparto-fibre, known as halfa by the Arabs and alfa in French, 
is a kind of marine bulrush which grows abundantly on the 
North African coast, chiefly in Tripoli and Tunis. 

The principal districts in Tunis whence this product is 
obtained are the territories of the following tribes :—Hemmema, 
Slass, Erghoumma, and in the neighbourhood of Cardato in Sfax 
and Susa, 

Esparto-fibre is generally divided into two kinds :—The rusia, 
long and straight, and the mahhula, which takes its name from 
the twisted nature of the growth. 

The rusia kind includes nine different qualities, all taking 
their names from the districts in which they are found. 

The Hemmema kind has a long and rather thick stalk, and 
is used for cigar straws and for the manufacture of artistic 
objects in ,basketwork, &c. ; it is much employed in paper-making 
and is largely exported to England, where it is always in demand. 

The Slass species is a very beautiful plant and preferred at 
Marseilles for the manufacture of scowrtins (mats which are 
placed under the presses in oil manufactories) ; it is used also in 
rope and paper-making. The principal market in France is at 
St. Louis, on the Rhone, but though the consumption is on the 
increase, even there but little isasked for, paper being still largely 
made from wood and rags. 

The Erghoumma kind all goes to England, being shipped at 
the port of Gabes; the Schebba kind is the most fine, very 
elastic, and is much used for textile purposes; and the other 
qualities are made up into paper, baskets, matting, carpets, Sc. 

The mahbula esparto is chiefly found along the coast from 
Mehdia to Tripoli, about 25 miles inland. 

At Sfax, in'the months of June, July, and August, the 
inhabitants of the Kerkena Islands flock to the coast of the 
mainland, gather it and make it into bundles, which are left 
to dry in the sun; in one day from 4,000 to 5,000 kilogs. 
can be obtained ; it is spread on the seashore to be dried, then 
steeped in the sea, and then stretched out along the sands to 
dry again, after which the fibre is twisted and rubbed in the hands 
till a fairly good cord is produced. 

The inhabitants of these Kerkene Islands occupy themselves, in 
addition, with making other kinds of thicker rope, even cables, and 
these latter are much liked by sailors, being lighter than hemp, 
but cheaper and quite as durable. Sea-water, instead of deteriora- 
ting, seems to strengthen them, and were it not for a certain want 


* From a report of Count Politi, Italian Consular Agent at Siax, published in 
the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali.” 
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of elasticity they would be more generally adopted by larger 
vessels. The Kerkenines also make baskets and mats for the backs 
of camels. 

The export trade of mahbula by way of Marseilles is very great, 
a small amount only being sent to Italy, but the thicker rope is 
stll sent to Trapani and Cagliari, where good use is made of it 
in the tunny fisheries. 

As an article for the textile industry esparto-fibre is principally 
used in England, hardly at all in France, and very little in 
Italy. 

The principal markets in Tunis for esparto are Sfax, Gabes 
and Skira, and the sale is effected by public auction the munici- 
pality exacting a land-tax ; the stuff is done up in fresh bundles, 
which have to be well dried to avoid fermentation, and it is finally 
made up for exportation in bales (by means of hand-presses) of 
about 150 kilogs. each. 

The Tunisian fibre pays an export duty of 1:27 franes per 100 
kilogs., but, if worked up, is exempt. The Tripoli fibre, on the 
other hand, is not subject to any export duty at all. 
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IX.—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF ITALY. 


Since the year 1870 the foreign trade of Italy has somewhat 
developed, and voluminous statistics have been annually issued 
showing the progress (or reverse) from all points of view. 

From these official returns the following data are obtained, the 
original values being in each case converted into English 
currency. 

The total value of the foreign trade of Italy in the year 1870, 
including silver bullion, is given as 65,987,000/. (imports, 
35,775,000/. ; exports, 30,212,000/.) In 1880 these figures had 
risen to 91,638,000/. (imports, 47,473,0002; and exports, 
44,165,000/.), but in 1890 the total trade was only 88,623,000L., 
the imports showing the value of 52,786,000/, while the exports 
had fallen to 35,838,000. In 1891 a further fall in both imports 
and exports is noticeable, the former being valued at 45,063,000, 
and the latter at only 35,072,000/. The following three years 
show a decided improvement in both cases, the total figures for 
1892 being 85,243,000/. (imports, 46,936,000/.; and exports, 
38,327,000/.) ; 1893, 86,217,000/. (imports, 47,649,000/.; and 
exports, 38,568,000/.); 1894, 84,846,000/. (imports, 43,786,000. ; 
and exports, 41,060,000/.) 

Comparing, therefore, the results of nearly a quarter of a 
century (1870-94), the progress made does not at first sight appear 
to have been very remarkable, the highest point having been attained 
in 1887, when the total trade reached a value of 104,324,000/, 
which dropped to 82,661,000/. in 1888, but rose again in 1889 to 
93,672,000/., since which time it may be said to have been in a 
more or less slightly fluctuating state, showing néither decided 
improvement nor notable decline. 

Attention, however, should be directed to the fall in prices 
which has taken place, and on this point the following remarks of 
Signor Busca, President of the Italian Customs Valuation Com- 
mission, may be quoted. 

In his recent report to the Minister of Agriculture, Commerce, 
and Industry, he says :— 

“ The general and progressive depreciation in the value of 
nearly all classes of goods which has been noticeable at various 
times, was more pronounced than ever in the year 1894, 

“ Tu addition to the influence which monetary changes may 
have brought to bear, it is certain that the excess of production 
over consumption, and the fall in freights, have had much to do 
with the depreciation in the value of goods. 

The Central Customs Valuation Commission on the bases of 
average prices taken from the various lists, and on information 
furnished by the most competent merchants and traders, has 
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effected notable reductions in many of the units of values 
established in the preceding session, reductions which considerably 
modify the figures representing the value of the exports and 
imports for 1894, during which period the new units of values 
were provisionally applied, 

Comparing the values of the imports of 1894 according to the 
new units, with those of the preceding year, it is found that as a 
whole they diminished 6-42 per cent., the exports in the same way 
showing a decrease of 5°51 per cent. in value ; and comparing the 
values of previous years with those of 1894 it is seen that in the 
year 1890, for example, the values were 13:26 per cent. higher 
than in 1894, in 1891 they were slightly diminished, but still 9°50 
per cent. higher than in 1894; in 1892, 7°35 per cent.; and in 
1893, as before stated, 6:42 percent. higher. Similarly the values 
of the exports were calculated 12°05 per cent. higher in 1890 than 
in 1894; and in 1891 5°87 per cent. ; in 1892, 5°74 per cent. ; 
and in 1893, 5°51 per cent. higher.” 

It is perhaps useful to mark if fluctuations may be observed 
in any one category more than another, and for this purpose 
it will be sufficient in most cases to take the figures for the 
last few years, commencing with those for the year 1890. 
Turning first to the import trade the chief fluctuations in annual 
values are found to be in raw cotton, linen and hemp yarn, 
machinery and locomotives, wheat and rice. 

Raw cotton was imported into Italy in 1890 to the value of 
5,087,0007. which amount fell to 3,889,000. in 1891, and to 
3,704,000/. in 1892, increasing again to 4,343,000/ in 1893, and 
to 4,787,000/. in 1894. 

The imports of linen and hemp yarn in 1890 were valued at 
588,0001, but at only 537,000/ in 1891, and after a slight increase 
in 1892, they fell to 484,000/. in 1893 and 386,000 in 1894, 

The value of the imports of machinery and locomotives and 
parts thereof .in 1890 was 1,577,060/.; in 1891, 1,114,000/. ; in 
1892, 1,064,000. ; in 1893, 1,056,002. ; andin 1894, 1,131,000/ 

As regards rice, Italy at one time imported large quantities of 
this cereal. Going as far back as the year 1883, the value of rice 
imported was 925,000/., which in 1884 rose to 1,058,000 but 
afterwards gradually declined in value year by year. In 1890, 
the figure was 90,0001. ; in 1892, it had fallen to 5,000/. ; in 2893, 
to 500/. ; and in 1894, to less than 2007. The value of the exports 
of the same cereal which amounted to 1,112,000/. in 1883 and 
1,001,000/. in 1884, gradually fell to 19,0002 in 1889, but 
improved to 442,000/. in 1891, 449,000/. in 1893 and 463,000/. in 
1894. 

In the year 1890, 644,986 tons of wheat were imported of the 
value of 5,160,000/. ; (the figure had previously in the year 1887 
risen as high as 8,127,000/.), In 1891 the amount was 464,367 
tons"of a value of 4,272,000/. but this rose in 1892 to 697,143 
tons valued at 5,856,000/., and in 1893 to 861,418 tons of a value 
of 5,858,000/. ; only to fall again in 1894 to 486,846 tons valued 
- at 2,629,000/. The export trade in this cereal, as in that of rice 
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has sunk almost to a vanishing point. As far back as the year 
1881, 94,790 tons of a value of 1,024,000/. were exported. Five 
years later, in 1886, the amount had decreased to 7,702 tons 
valued at 71,000/.; in 1891 the amount was 696 tons of a value 
of 8,000/.; and in 1894 only 374 tons were exported barely 
reaching 3,000/. in value. 

On the whole, however, the export trade of Italy has lately 
shown a tendency to be stationary, neither declining nor 
improving to any great extent, though the total for 1894, 
41,027,0001. is higher than it has been for any single year since 
1886, when it stood at 41,129,000/. 

With regard to those articles which may be said to form the 
principal objects of cultivation and industry in Italy, the exports 
of dyeing and tanning stuffs, and hemp and flax, raw, have, since 
1889, somewhat increased in value, but the trade in wine 
has fluctuated. in 1886 the value of wine exported was 
3,356,0001., which in 1887 rose to 4,296,000. In 1888, 
however, a decided fall took place, the value of the wine 
exported that year being only 2,160,000/., and this figure further 
decreased in 1889 to 1,916,000/, and in 1890 to 1,372,000/, 
Since 1890 a slight improvement has taken place, the value of 
the last four years having been as follows :—1891, 1,480,000/. ; 
1892, 2,220,0001.; 1893, 2,140,000/.; and 1894 1,756,000/. 

Silk of all kinds, marble and alabaster, and their manufactures, 
and sulphur, raw and refined, have remained about the same, 
while the most notable decrease is in straw plait, once an 
important article of Italian industry, but the value of which has 
mucli declined in the last few years; 18,665 ewt. of this article, 
of a value of 835,000/, were exported in 1884, while the 
increased amount of 20,570 cwt. exported in 1894 was valued at 
only 201,000. 
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X.—THE IRON INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED 
STATES.* 


The history of the iron trade in the United States in 1895 
shows a period of agitation and of sharp fluctuations, the changes 
being quite as marked as in 1893 and 1894, but in the reverse 
direction. In 1893 the first half of the year showed a large 
production, but a somewhat halting and uncertain market; the 
second half, after the beginning of the currency panic in June, 
showed a rapid and continuous fall in demand, in prices, and in 
output as furnaces and mills closed down, one after another, under 
the stress of the times. In 1894 the depth of the reaction in 
prices was reached, and about the middle of the year production 
was at its lowest level. In the latter half of the year a somewhat 
slow and hesitating recovery began, which gradually gained 
impetus, and the year closed with a marked improvement and the 
promise of continued gains in the future. 

‘The year 1895 opened with less activity and more uncertainty 
as to the future than had been anticipated in the closing months 
of its predecessor. The tariff question had been settled, but the 
continued delay of Congress in acting upon the currency question 
and the uncertainty as io future values depressed business generally, 
and in the earlier months of the year there was a slight decline in 
production, while prices gained either very slowly or not at all. 
The revival of confidence which followed the closing of the 
syndicate contract for the government bonds at the close of 
February, when business men began to realise the fact that the 
government was at once ready and able to maintain the public 
credit, at first affected the iron trade slowly, and was manifested 
rather in the appreciation of prices and the diminution of stocks 
than in any immediate increase in production. February had 
shown an actual decrease in the rate of production of raw iron and 
steel, as the makers hesitated as to the future; while from March 
to June the production continued at a nearly even level, not- 
withstanding continued inquiries for material and other manifesta- 
tions of increasing demand. The first half of the year had almost 
closed before the active list of blast furnaces much surpassed the 
point attained six months before. 

In June, however, the improvement in general business had so 
far advanced, the demand for finished products had so increased, 
and the disposition to undertake new construction had become so 

neral, that there was no longer any hesitation. It became 
evident that there would be a demand which would tax the 
resources of the producers of raw material and would speedily 
exhaust the existing stocks, The manufacturers of finished 


* Based on a review in the “ Engineering and Mining Journal,” New York. 
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material in its various forms came into the market to secure 
supplies, and began to be urgent in their demands. As July 
opened prices were going up rapidly, and production was increasing 
at an unprecedented rate. As usual at such periods, the condi- 
tions of the market increased the anxiety of buyers and their 
disposition to supply themselves before a further rise should come ; 
at the same time the element of speculation entered in, and 
operators for a rise are understood to have bought very consider- 
able quantities of iron for future delivery. Under these 
circumstances the plants which had been able to keep at work 
during the depression enlarged their operations and put all their 
available capacity at work; others which had suspended started 
up, and as demand was still maintained, still others were brought 
in, until the output reached nearly the producing limit of the 
available plants. 

This rise in prices, while it affected more or less all branches of 
the trade. was most marked and most active in steel billets. Steel 
has replaced wrought and cast iron to a large extent, and the 
result has been that steel billets have become almost the founda- 
tion of the trade in finished material, and to a great degree the 
barometer which indicates its condition. Accordingly we find 
that the first marked rise was shown chiefly in steel billets and 
Bessemer pig-iron, and while there was a very considerable increase 
in prices of other products, it was much less abrupt and later was 
much better maintained. 


Rapid as was the gain in production, it did not seem to surpass 
that in demand, and throughout the third quarter of the year the 
prices were not only well maintained but continued to rise, and 
the readiness with which the output was taken up showed 
no sign of decreasing. By September the production of pig-iron 
had reached a rate equivalent to over 10,500,000 tons a year, 
which was the highest point on record, but there was no 
cessation in the growing activity and apparently none in the 
demand, since the output was absorbed as fast as it came on the 
market and stocks decreased somewhat rather than increased. 

The speculative element in the market during the latter half of 
the year was confined almost entirely to steel billets and Bessemer 
pig. Those products were carried to the highest point and 
suffered from the succeeding reaction almost alone. The prices of 
foundry irons showed a steady rise from the beginning of the 
business improvement, and when the fall in Bessemer pig came in 
September they retained the advance and held it substantially 
until the close of the year. The same thing may be said of 
almost all forms of finished productions. Bar iron, structural iron 
and steel, merchant steel, and the other forms in which the market 
is supplied have advanced steadily in spite of a great increase in 
production. 

Another evidence of the largely speculative nature of the billet 
and Bessemer market is the fact that the production of pig-iron 
has continued to increase steadily notwithstandiug the much- 
talked-of “reaction,” and that this increase has been taken up 
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without difficulty, the stocks reported on hand at the close of 
November being rather smaller than usual. Although, also, 
December is not generally a very active month, the production of 
pig-iron, which in November had reached the rate of 11,500,000 
tons yearly, continued through that month at substantially the 
same rate. 


One considerable element of demand has been largely absent 
from the market during 1895. Not many years ago the railroad 
purchases were almost the ruling element in the iron trade. The 
rapid extension of the use of iron and steel in building construction 
and for other purposes has reduced the railroad trade in relative 
rank and importance, although it remains large in absolute amount. 
The railroads felt the effects of the business depression very 
severely, and postponed all purchases and renewals as a rule, so 
that they have made very small purchases. In November and 
December a large number of orders for cars were placed, and 
some contracts for locomotives also; the rail orders, however, 
have been on a limited scale. At the opening of the year the 
price for standard sections steel rails was 22 dolls. (4/. 11s. 8d.) 
per ton at mil], and this quotation was continued up to June, 
orders, however, being very light, as the railroads had not yet 
recovered sufficiently from the depression to undertake renewals 
on any considerable scale, and the construction of new lines was 
very smal}. On June 30tha meeting of the rail-makers was held, 
and as the growing business improvement was then manifest, an 
increase to 24 dolls. (5/.) per ton at mill was ordered. To this, 
perhaps, no serious objection would have been offered, as prices of 
other descriptions of iron and steel had begun to rise, though the 
cost of fuel and raw materials to most of the rail-makers was 
practically unchanged. The combination was not satisfied, how- 
ever, and three months later, in September, another meeting was 
held, at which the price was raised to 28 dolls. (5/. 16s. 8d.) per ton 
at mill. This action was taken in face of the fact that orders for 
rails continued to be much lighter than had been expected, and 
its direct effect has been to discourage purchases. The com- 
bination, in its eagerness for profit, probably overlooked two 
important facts: first, that the recovery in earnings had not yet 
passed the point which required strict economy in expenses ; and 
second, that the railroad tracts are now very largely laid with 
steel and that renewals can be postponed for a certain length of 
time without seriously compromising the safety of operation. The 
result has been that the rail business has not shown the same 
growth as other branches of the trade; a few of the great 
companies—like the Pennsylvania—have placed their orders, 
though on a restricted scale, while many companies have held out 
altogether. With regard to the rate, rails are almost the simplest 
and least costly form in which finished steel can be put upon the 
market, and the profit upon their manufacture at the present 
price is out of all proportion to that obtained on other products 
under normal conditions. 
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As affecting the rail market, it is to be noted that the con- 
struction of new railroad lines fell during 1895 to a lower point 
than in any year of the past thirty, The total new mileage built 
during the year, as collected and estimated by the Railroad 
Gazette, was 1,300 miles, or considerably less than that con- 
structed in 1894, when 1,760 miles were reported. It must be 
remembered that it takes some time to carry out a railroad 
project to completion, and that in the first year of depression 
there are generally a number of lines partially built, for the 
construction of which arrangements have been made and which 
must be carried out. The low mileage of 1895, therefore, really 
reflects the extreme depression of the previous year. 

To some extent the rail demand from the steam railroads was 
made up by the increased construction of electric railroads. 
The additions to electric lines in 1895 were about 1,800 miles, 
against 1,500 miles in 1894. Not all of the mileage reckoned 
was new; probably one-half of it was roads which had previously 
used animal motive power, so that the demand for new rails was 
less than would appear at first sight. There was, however, an 
actual increase in new electric construction of about 400 miles. 

The growth of electric railroads promises to furnish a continually 
growing demand upon the rail mills. Not only is the building of 
new lines going on rapidly, but it is found that renewals are 
required more frequently than on steam roads. The present 
construction, in which the heavy motors are carried on the axle, 
and all the shocks of rotation are communicated directly to the 
track, without the interposition of springs, is particularly trying, 
and the life of the heaviest steel rails yet used is found to be much 
shorter that even on the steam lines running the heaviest loco- 
motives at high speeds. 

The iron trade throughout the year has suffered little from 
labour troubles. The increase in business and the general rise in 
prices permitted a very general rise in wages also, and almost 
everywhere at least a part of the reductions made in 1893 and 
1894 has been restored. There has been but little of the agitation 
and disturbance which have affected the bituminous coal trade to 
so great an extent. 


Pig Iron —The production of pig iron, by half — for the 
last three years, is given in the following table. € quantities 
given are in gross tons. ; 


Pig Iron Production in the United States. 


1893. 1894, 1895. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
First half-year = - - 4,562,918 2,717,983 4,087,558 
Second half-year - 2,561,584 3,939,405 5,259,078 
Totals for the year 7,124,502 6,657 388 9,346,636 
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The production of the last six months of 1895 is estimated from 
the number of the furnaces in blast and their average weekly 
capacity. Although there were many changes during that period, 
it is believed to be close to the actual output. 

The production of finished iron has shown a fair increase, less 
marked than that of pig-iron, because wrought iron is gradually 
ceasing to compete with steel in many forms of production. The 
cheapness with which Bessemer and open-hearth steels can be 
produced, and the improvements in quality made in recent years, 
have given them very great advantages in the competition, before 
which the older material is gradually giving way. 

While the exact figures for the production of steel are not yet 
to hand, the increase was large and the output exceeded the 
maximum of 4,927,581 tons which was reached in 1892. It is to 
be noted that in the years of depression the output of steel «lid 
not decrease to as great a degree as might have been expected, 
nor in an equal ratio with that of pig-iron. The fact is that the 
growing use of steel for construction and other purposes to some 
extent offsets the general diminution in demand. 

Iron Ore.—The supplies of iron ore from Lake Superior, 
through their abundance and quality, and the wide distribution 
given them by the cheap lake transportation, have gradually 
come to rule the market, and their output shows the condition 
of the trade better than any other figures which could be given. 
In 1894 the region suifered from the general rule of light demand 
and low prices. The production was greater than in 1893, but 
was 1,326,000 tons below that of 1892. 

The total shipments of Lake Superior ore in 1895 amounted 
to 10,500,000 tons as against 7,748,932 tons in 1894. 

The increase in shipments in 1895 over 1894 was therefore 
2,751,068 tons, or 35°5 per cent. The tonnage of 1895 was 
the largest ever shipped from the Lake Superior mines. The 
actual shipments do not represent the whole of the consumption, 
since the stocks at Lake Erie ports were less by 418,000 tons at 
the close of the season in 1895 than in the preceding year. The 
total consumption may therefore be estimated at very nearly 
11,000,000 tons. 

The local iron ore mines throughout New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania showed a great increase in activity throughout the year. 
Similar reports come from the South, In Alabama the activity 
in iron mining has been unchecked. In Virginia a number of 
mines which had been closed down have been reopened to supply 
the demands of local furnaces. While it is impossible at this 
date to give figures, the output of iron ores has undoubtedly 
shown an increase of more than 30 per cent. over 1894. 

The demands of the eastern coke and anthracite furnaces for 
Bessemer ore, however, could not be fully met from local sources, 
and imports of iron ore show a large increase. For the nine 
months ending 30th September the imports reported at all United 
States ports were 287,429 tons, and the arrivals at Philadelphia and 
Baltimore—where nearly all the ore imported is received—for the 
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last quarter, have brought the totals up to 468,000 tons, against a 
total of 167,307 tons for 1894. Nearly all of this ore was for 
furnaces in the Lehigh and Susquehanna valleys. The supply 
was drawn chiefly from Cuba and Spain, but in December several 
cargoes of Algerian ore were received. The revolution in Cuba 
has prevented the mines of the island from meeting the demand 
upon them, and several large contracts for Spanish ores have been 
made for 1896 delivery. 


In conclusion, it may be asserted that the year 1896 opens with 
the prospect of large demand and production at a range of prices 
somewhat below the highest level of the past year, but still 
sufficient to permit well-managed plants a fair profit, in spite of 
increased cost of ores, fuel, and labour. The element of specula- 
tion which followed the rebound from the panic depression is— 
gone, but there remains a demand which, should no contingencies 
now unforeseen arise, ought to give the iron trade a fairly 
prosperous season in all its branches, 


XI—THE JAPANESE STEAM NAVIGATION 
COMPANY. 


A despatch, dated December 5 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Satow, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Tokio, enclosing a report on the operations of the principal 
Japanese Steam Navigation Company, and of its plans for the 
further development of its lines of steam communication with 
foreign countries. 

The report states that the half-yearly general meeting of the 
“ Nippon Yusen Kaisha” (Japan Mail Steamship Company) was 
held ir Tokio on the 30th November last, and the accounts for 
the half-year submitted to the shareholders. Receipts from the 
ordinary service of the Company for the half-year amounted to 
over 4,000,000 dols., which admitted, after providing for depre- 
ciation of. buildings, payment to reserve, and bonus to directors, of 
the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, 
and the carrying forward of nearly 460,000 dols. to next account. 

There were, in addition, receipts from the “transport fund” 
(payments by the Government on account of the Company’s 
vesselg engaged in the war service) amounting to :— 


Dols. 
Brought forward from previous half-year - 1,378,374 
Receipts during past half-year —- - 2,365,921 
Total - - - - 3,742,295 


» After providing for further payment to reserve fund, a bonus 
at the rate of 10 per cent. on each share, and liberal bonuses to 
the managers and employees of the Company, the latter amount 
admitted of the creation of a “ special reserve fund” of considerably 
over 2} million dols. 

The shares of the Company, which are of a paid-up value ‘of 
50 dols. each, and which were quoted on the 1st November at 

90688, a 
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98 dols. each, rose during the month to 106 dols. each, but part of 
this rise must be attributed to the marked upward tendency 
recently shown throughout the whole share market, caused by 
the speculative mania now prevalent. 

The proposed extension of the Compary’s lines to foreign 
countries was brought to the attention of the shareholders in the 
director's report in terms of which the following is a very brief 
précis :— The epening of such lines has long been a cherished 
** desire on the part of the Company, but available means have 
“ not been sufficient to warrant either the necessary expenses of 
“ construction or the annual loss that must at first be incurred 
“ in carrying out such a project. But the time is now highly 
“ favourable for it. The support of the State may be relied on, 
“« but in any case it is the duty of the Company, both as the 
“ greatest shipping company in Japan and also as a return for 
“ the great benefits it has already received from the Government, 
“* to use every effort to promote it. It has been therefore decided 
“ by the directors to use the special reserve fund and further 
“ profits accruing from the same source in at once initiating the 
“ necessary steps towards it. The three lines whose develop- 
“ ment is of primary importance in the interests’ of the State 
“ are those to England, America, and Australia. Of the three, 
“ that to America is the most urgent, and this shculd not be 
“ delayed for even a day longer than is necessary. Six large 
“ steamers of first-class speed, all capable of being converted 
“ into armed cruisers, should be provided as a beginning, and the 
“ other lines gradually proceeded with.” Immediately after the 
meeting it was decided that the chief European manager of the 
Company should at once proceed to England ; he was to leave, 
accompanied by one of the Japanese managers, by the San Fran- 
cisco mail of the 7th December last. The object of his journey 
has not been publicly stated, but there can be no doubt that it is 
to make arrangements for the building of the six proposed 
steamers. 

Owing to the large purchases of foreign steamers made during 
the late war and the absence of available statistics of their tonnage, 
it is difficult to give precise details as to the present extent of the 
Japanese mercantile marine. According to figures recently 
published by one of the Tokio economic journals, Japan possessed, 
on the 30th June last, 503 steamers of an aggregate tonnage of 
314,623 tons. Of these, 255 vessels were under 200 tons capacity, 
41 were between 2,000 and 3,000 tons, and only 14 above 3,000 
tons. Nearly all in the last two classes were purchased during 
the war, and of the whole number only 15 are said to be provided 
with machinery that is up to date, and to be fitted by speed or 
economy for the purpose of opening new ocean lines even for 
freight traffic alone. If, therefore, the considerable extension of 
ocean traffic that is now proposed should be carried out, further 
orders for new steamers, beyond the six already suggested, may 
possibly be looked for by English builders. 
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XIL—GERMAN TRADE WITH JAPAN. 


The official statistics of Japanese trade for 1894 permit of 
more than a passing glance at the development of Japan as a 
commercial nation during the last 10 years. 

According to the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” which 
quotes from a German publication, the value of the sea-borne 
trade of Japan amounted in 1894 to 230,728,000 yen (yen 
(1894) = 2s. 14d.), of which sum 117,482,000 yen represented 
imports into Japan and 113,246,000 yen exports from the 
country; from this should be deducted about 2,000,000 yen, as 
representing exported articles consumed on board Japanese ships, 

In the year 1885, the combined value of imports and exports 
reached only 65,150,000 yen. The trade of Japan has thus 
almost quadrupled in the last 10 years, and the increase during 
that period has been continuous, that of the imports, however, 
being much greater than the exports; that is to say, in 10 years 
the import trade has almost quadrupled, while that of the 
exports has about trebled in value. 

With regard to the proportion the various countries bear in 
the total trade of Japan, official statistics afford the following 
particulars ; the trade with Europe in 1894 amounted in value 
to about 88,000,000 yen, with Asia 81,250,000 yen, and with 
America, 56,500,000 yen, the remainder belonging to Australia 
and the islands. A great part of the Asiatic trade, as so tabulated, 
should, however, be included with Europe, especially the Hong 
Kong trade which figures at 25,000,000 yen. This port is a 
port for transit trade alone; part of the products really destined 
for Europe which are transhipped in Hong Kong, appear under the 
heading of exports for Hong Kong, as likewise the goods said tc 
come from there, but which are, in reality, of European origin. 

The following table shows the distribution of the foreign trade 
of Japan between the principal foreign countries during the year 
1894, the original values having been converted into sterling at 
the average value of the yen for the year given :— 


Country. Imports. Exports. Total. 
£ £ 

Great Britain - 4,614,517 626,019 5,240,536 
Hong Kon = - 946,844 1,704,319 2,651,163 
British India - 1,155,048 388,021 1,543,069 
Australia - 58,489 115,524 174,013 
Canada - - : 4,966 232,687 237,653 

Total British trade - 6,779,864 3,066,570 9,846,434 
United States - 1,201,218 4,557,999 5,759,217 
France - - - 475,570 2,051,435 2,527,005 
Germany - - - 865,102 159,658 1,024,760 
China - 1,842,355 927,304 2,769,659 
Corea - ~ - 229,713 248,830 478,543 


co 
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Other European countries occupy quite a secondary position. 
It is worthy of notice that the value of the trade with European 
Russia amounts to only about 36,000 yen, while with Asiatic 
Russia the value is over 2,000,000 yen. 

As far as Germany is concerned the figures representing the 
value of German imports into Japan show an improvement on 
those of the previous year; the value of the export trade, as 
stated above, does not include the Hong Kong trade. The high 
figure of the French imports from Japan (nearly 19} millions of 
yen) is explained by the large amount of Japanese silk, an article 
for which France is the principal customer. The value of the 
silk alone taken by France in 1894 was more than 18,000,000 

en. 

Although German trade with Japan doubtless shows a con- 
siderable improvement, the commercial dealings of the two 
countries have by no means yet reached the limits of the capacity 
of the supply and demand of either country. If England can 
export merchandise to Japan to the value of over 42 millions of yen, 
the 8 millions of yen ascribed to Germany appears smaii enough, 
especially if there be taken into account the importance of the 
German firms established in Japan and the facility of transport 
afforded by the German line of steamers with East Asia. 

A special feature of Japanese trade, however,- merits the 
attention of those interested in it. It is a recognised fact that the 
Japanese are doing all in their power to limit the business of 
European firms and substitute native firms in their place. 
Remembering the commercial spirit and activity of the Japanese 
it was to be expected that noteworthy consequences would follow 
from such an endeavour, and in point of fact these efforts of the 
Japanese to replace European traders by native ones have 
surpassed all expectations. 

n the year 1885 of.a total trade of 65,000,000 yen, the share of 
the Japanese themselves was barely 7 millions, while that of Euro- 
peans and Americans amounted to over 58 millions ; but in 1894, of 
a total movement of about 229 millions, the share of the Japanese 
had risen to over 55} millions, while that of Europeans and 
Americans was 173,000,000 yen. That is to say, that the interest 
of Japanese firms had increased to eight times what it was in 
1885 ; and European and American firms during the same period 
had only trebled the value of their trade. In short, the share of 
the Japanese in the total trade, which had only been a little over 
11 per cent. in 1885, had attained to 25 per cent. in 1894. 

In one category German imports into Japan show a vast 
superiority over ali other countries, viz., drugs, chemicals, and 
dyes, Other industrial products in which German imports pre- 
dominate are iron nails (1,000,000 yen in 1894): telegraph wire 
(85,000 yen, with a notable increase in the last three years) : 
woollen yarn (489,000 yen): woollen articles of clothing, chiefly 
netted goods (367,000 yen: imports from England, 254,000 yen) : 
flannels (German, 242,000 yen; English, 57,000 yen): satins, 
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half silk (German, 96,000 yen; English, 14,200 yen): zinc 
(German, 234,000 yen; English, 143,000 yen). 

Turning to other fields of industrial activity, it is seen that in 
iron goods Germany generally occupies the third position, after 
the Waited Kingdom and Belgium, and sometimes even the fourth 
Iron bars are exported to Japan by the United Kingdom te the 
value of 659,000 yen ; Germany only 27,000 yen: wheels, &c. 
from United Kingdom for 572,000 yen ; from Germany for only 
341 yen, and so on. With regard to machinery the values are : 
steam boilers, United Kingdom, 145,000 yen ; France, 8,500 yen ; 
Germany, 4,700 yen. Locomotives, United Kingdom, 990,000 yen; 
United States, 553,000 yen; Germany, 37,000 yen. Spinning 
‘machines, United Kingdom, 2,786,000 yen ; France, 57,600 yen ; 
Germany, 15,000 yen. Mining machinery, United Kingdom, 
30,000 yen; Germany, 8,000 yen. Electrical machinery, United 
States, 146,000 yen; United Kingdom, 49,000 yen; Germany, 
18,000 yen. 

Turning now to the textile industries, the following figures 
appear, always taking into account the trade for 1894. Cotton 
yarn, imports from United Kingdom into Japan, 7,250,000 yen; 
from British India, 688,000 yen ; but from Germany only 1,000 
yen. Cotton pocket handkerchiefs, United Kingdom, 149,000 
yen; Germany, 22,500 yen. Cotton satins, United Kingdom, 
1,246,000 yen ; Germany, 32,000 yen. Cotton velvet, United 
Kingdom, 667,000 yen; Germany, 33,500 yen. Mousseline de 
laine, France, 2,932,000 yen; Germany (chiefly Alsace), 195,000 
yen; United Kingdom, 16,000 yen. Grey shirtings, United 
Kingdom, 9,232,000 yen ; Germany, 2,000 yen. White shirtings, 
United Kingdom, 337,000 yen; Germany, nil. Italian cloths, 
United Kingdom, 1,700,000 yen ; Germany, 42,000 yen. 
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X1II.—FRUIT CULTURE IN THE HIMALAYAS. 


In “Capital” (Bengal) an interesting account is given of the 
present condition and prospects of fruit culture in the Himalayas, 
taken from a recent issue of the “ Agricultural Ledger.” From 
this it appears that during the past 25 years or so Government 
has established and maintained numerous orchards and nurseries, 
carried out experiments, distributed free amongst cultivators, 
plants, seeds, seedlings and grafts of the choicer varieties of fruits 
suitable to the climate, in which and other directions considerable 
expenditure must have been incurred. The main object, it is 
stated, is not so much to produce high-class European fruit for 
those who can afford to pay the exorbitant prices which it 
commands, as to extend the cultivation of such fruit as can bear 
transport to the big hill-stations and to the plains, and thus to in- 


crease the production of an important food-supply. Looking to the 


vast quantities in which many kinds of fresh and dried fruits are 
annually imported into India from Kabul, it was considered that 
here was a trade well worth striving to secure for Kumaon and 
adjacent parts; and the favourable results that had already 
attended the founding of the gardens at Chaubattia (near 
Ranikhet)—which are alluded to as amongst the first of their kind 
—encouraged the belief that the scheme embodied the elements of 
success. In Kumaon, English apples thrive well from imported 
seed ; the Ribston pippin, for example, which is rapidly becoming 
extinct at home, through a disease called “canker,” comes to 
great perfection, this variety, as a whole, being described as 
splendid and highly coloured. English varieties of the peach also 
do well, and when the best results are obtained, are said to be in 
every way equal to the Californian production. The apricot tree 
flourishes and bears profusely ; indeed, it is referred to as the 
most prolific and widely-spread of all fruit trees in Kumaon, and is 
equally at home at an altitude of 1,000 ft. or 8,000 ft., although 
it is at its best between 4,000 and 5,500 ft. The sweet chestnut 
has been introduced in more recent years, and great things are 
expected of it. Cherries do well in Kumaon and fetch good 
prices, but they are grown on a 3 limited scale. The climate 
has also been found suitable to the English plum, but somewhat, 
strange to say, this fruit has been neglected, although four 
varieties of the Cashmere plum, which are very acid even when 
quite ripe, are plentiful. 

From various sources of information, however, it has been 
found that there are many obstacles in the way of extending the 
fruit-growing industry. 

A long time necessarily intervenes between the outlay of capital 
on the plantation of orchards and realising returns from tke crops, 
and this of itself has greatly deterred private enterprise. As 
regards the native, generally, it goes much against the grain to 
devote the necessary care and time to manuring, pruning, thinning, 
picking, packing, and to give or provide the necessary protection 
to the trees from predatory neighbours and robber-tribes of beasts 
and birds, while hail-storms, which create great havoc in some 
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situations, are beyond control. In fact, fruit culture—on the 
lines that have made it a success in gardens and nurseries 
belonging to Government, and to the few Europeans and the 
comparatively small number of the wealthier natives—is, it is to 
be feared, beyond the poorer class of cultivators. And even if it 
were within their reach, it is questionable how far their apathetic 
nature and conservative ways would permit them to dvail them- 
selves of the advantages offered. Hence, village orchards, it is 
said, are almost unknown, A section of substantial agriculturists, 
corresponding to the yeoman class in England, have, however, 
been found anxiously prepared to seize the opportunity offered by 
Government nurseries to establish orchards; and, although there 
have been numerous failures amongst them, others again have 
succeeded, and now export to Calcutta and elsewhere. Another 
great drawback to any material expansion of the export trade in 
fruit is, of course, its perishable nature and the consequent 


difficulty of safe transport, Even apples, which are least of all 
susceptible to injury, and which keep at least tolerably well, 
require to be packed with the utmost care, each fruit being 
wrapped separately in paper, and then nested in moss, but even 
then the loss from damage is considerable, which, if the packing 
is carelessly performed, may amount to as much as 75 per 
cent. On the other hand, we read of apples from Kulu finding 
their way as far as Quetta, Pears do not stand travel so well; 
and, moreover, are liable to instant decay when fully ripe. The 
peach, again, it is remarked, will not bear carriage to any distance, 
and this is also the case as regards cherries, raspberries, and other 
similar fruits, which must, therefore, depend chiefly on local 
demand. No mention is made of the apricot’s character in this 
a but it is probably little less liable to injury than the 
ach. 
PeThe final conclusions appear to be that the cultivation of fruit 
in tbe North-West Himalaya is capable of being made a lucrative 
business with come outlay of capital, and good, scientific culture. 
The prices procurable for good dessert fruit in the large hill- 
stations and the cantonments on the plains are enormous; and, 
however cultivators may extend their operations, the demand 
must for many years exceed the supply: Even were it impossible 
to maintain the present very high rates, greatly reduced wholesale 
selling figures would still leave the cultivator a good margin of 
profit. 1t is recommended, therefore, that Government should 
continue to organise orchards in localities, and teach the 
zemindars how to ensure good crops; and, in short, to make the 
undertaking successful. It is also suggested that further efforts 
should be made to persuade villagers to establish similar enclosed 
gardens for themselves. It seems not improbable that were 
Government orchards, advanced to the stage of yielding crops, 
made available for purchase .on fair and easy terms, Europeans 
possessed of small capital would be induced to invest and settle 
down on their property, thus promoting eventually it might be a 
artial permanent European colonisation of the North-West 
imalaya, 


= 
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XIV.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEW ZEALAND. 
(Continued Srom p. 53 of the January number.) 


No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Crass anp TEXTILE 
Goops—cont. 
96 | Drapery noe. - 20 °/,, ad val. 
97 ers, ornamental (including ostrich), oni 
artificial flowers - 25 °/, ad val 
98 | Forfar, dowlas, and flax sheeting, n.0.e. - - 20 °/, ad val 
99 | Furs - . 25 °/, ad val. 
100 | Haberdashery noe. = - 20 °/, ad val. 
101 | Hats of all kinds, incloding ouew hate, alee caps 25 °/, ad val. 
102 | Hosiery n.o.e. - 20 °/,, ad val. 
103 | Lace and laces noe. - 25 °/, ad val. 
104 | Millinery of all kinds, including trimmed hats, 
caps, and bonnets - 25 °/, ad val, 
105 | Ribbons and crape, all kinds - - - 25 °/, ad val 
106 | Rugs, woollen, cotton, opossum, or other - - 20 °/, ad val 
107 | Shawls - 20 °/, ad val 
108 | Silks, satins, velvets, plushes, n.0.€., com of 
silk mixed with uny other material, in the piece 25 °/, ad val 
109 Textile piece-goods other than cotton or silk - 20 °/,, ad val. 
110 | Umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades - - 20 °/, ad val. 
111 | Yarns n.0.¢. - - - 20 °/, ad val 
Crass VII.—LeaTHER AND MANUFACTURES OF 
LEATHER, 
112 | Boots, shoes, and slippers, n.0.e.; goloshes, 
clogs, and pattens, vamps, uppers, and laces - 224 °/, ad val. 
113 | Heel plates, and toe-stiffeners and plates - 225 °/, ad val. 
| Leather :— 
Leather belting and belt-leather, harness, 
bridle, legging, bag, kip (other ‘than East 
India) - | Per lb 04 
Buff and split, including satin hides and tweeds » 0 3 
Cordovan, levanted leather, roans, 
Sole leather - o 2 
East India kip, 
oatskins (dressed other than Morocco), 
aroo and wallabi skins tom 
and calf - - 0 2 
Leather n.0.e. - 0.4 
115 | Leather board orcompo' - 0 4 
116 | Leather bags and leather-cloth t bags n. 1.0.€, ‘lo ad val, 
117 | Leather, chamois - ad val, 
118 | Leather cut into shapes - : - - 24, ad val. 
119 | Leather leggings - - - . , ad val. 
120 | Leather manufactures n.o.e. - - ad val. 
121 | Portmanteaux, trunks, travelling-bags and brief- 
bags of leather or leather-cloth, 10 ins. in 
length and upwards, and carpet bags - 25 °/, ad val. 
122 | Saddlery and harness, whips and whip-thongs - 20 °/., ad val, 
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No. 


Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Crass VIII.—Furniture anp HovseHoip 
FuRNIsHING. 
123 and n.0.€., not being furni- 
20 °/, ad val. 
124 Corpets ‘and druggets, flooreloth, mats and 
matting 20 °/, ad val. 
125 | Desks - - 20 of ad val. 
126 | Furniture and eobinet-v “ware 0.0.€., ond other 
than iron . 25 °/, ad val 
127 | Furniture-, knife-, and plate-powder and polish - - 20 °/, ad val. 
128 | Mantelpieces, other than stone - 2¢ °/, ad val. 
129 | Upholstery n.o.e. - 25 ad val. 
Crass IX.—Cuina, Guiass, AND EARTHEN 
Goons. 
130 | Bricks, known as firebricks - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
131 | China, porcelain, and parianware - : 20 7. ad val 
132 | Drainage pipes and tiles - 20 °/,, ad val 
133 | Earthen flooring and garden tiles - ° 20 °/, ad val. 
134 | Earthenware, asain and brownware - 20 °/,, ad val. 
135 | Filters - - . 20 °/,, ad val 
1386 | Fireclay, ground, and fireclay goods - : 20 °/,, ad val 
137 | Glass, crown, sheet, and common window al fect } 2 0 
188 | Glassware; also plate _o~- and glass polished, 
coloured, and other kinds n.v.e., globes and 
chimneys for lamps - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
139 | Lamps, lanterns, and lampwick - - 20 °/, ad val. 
140 | Plate-glass, bevelled or silvered; mirrors und 
looking-glasses, framed or unframed - 25 °/, ad val. 
Crass X.—Fancy Goops, Musican 
INSTRUMENTS, &c. 
141 | Artificial flies - - . - - 25 °/, ad val. 
142 | Cards, playing - - - - | Per pack 0 
143 | Clocks - - 20 °/, ad val. 
144 | Dressing-cases . 20 */, ad val 
145 | Fancy goods and toys - 20 °/, ad val, 
146 | Fishing tackle, including artificially baited hooks, 
other than flies - 20 °/, ad val. 
147 | Jewellery; plate, gold and oliver ; greenstone, 
cut or polished : 20 °/,, ad val. 
148 | Mouldings in the piece, for picture frames, 
cornices, or ceilings - - 15 °/, ad val. 
149 | Musical instruments of all kinds 1 N.0.€. - 20 °/, ad val. 
150 | Oil, perfumed - - - - - 25 °° ad val 
151 Papier-maché ware - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
152 Perfumery n.0o.e. 25 ad val. 
153 | Perfumed spirits and Cologne-water : before the 
lst February 1896 - ~ | Per liquid gallon 21 
Perfumed spirits and Cologne-water : after 
Ist February 1896 30 
154 | Photographic goods, n.o.e. - - 20 °/, ad val. 
155 | Pictures, paintings, drawings, engravings, and 
photographs, framed or unframed ; picture- or 
photograph-frames and mounts - : 20 °/, ad val, 
156 | Plated ware - - ° 20°!, ad val. 
157 | Statues, statuettes, casts, and bronzes - 20 of ad val. 
158 | Tobacco pipes and cases, cigar- and cigarette- 
holders and cases, cigarette wpe -_ cases - 25 °/, ad val 
159 | Toilet preparations n.0.€. - ad val. 
160 | Watches - - *. 20 */. ad val. 


20 ad val. 
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No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Curass XI.—ParerR MANUFACTURES AND 
STATIONERY. 
162 | Calendars and show-cards, all kinds 25°/, ad val, 
163 | Cardboard boxes complete, or cardboard cut and ° 
shaped for boxes (including match-boxes) - 25 °/, ad val. 
164 | Directories of New Zealand, or of any ee 
thereof ; also covers for directories - 25 °/, ad val. 
165 Handbills, programmes, and cleouiene, playbills 
and printed posters - o °/,, ad val. 
166 | Ink, writing - - 20 °/- ad val. 
167 | Paper bags, coarse (including sugar-bags) - | Per ewt. 6 
168 | Paper bags n.o.e. . 25 °/, ad val. 
169 | Paper-hangings - 15 °/, ad val. 
170 | Paper, wrapping, viz., glased cap, 
glazed casings, small hand, lumber hand, and 
tissue - Per ewt. 5 0 
171 Paper, wrapping, in kinds, ineluding brown, 
cartridge, and sugar papers - 5 0 
172 | Printed matter relating to patent or proprietary 
medicines ; trade catalogues, price-lists, and 
fashion-plates of the of or 
in the Colony - ros °/, ad val. 
173 | Stationery and writing- paper N.0.€. - 20 °/, ad val. 
174 | Stationery, manufactured, viz., account ‘books, 
manuscript books, billhead, invoice, and state- 
ment forms, printed or ruled paper, counter 
books, cheque and draft forms, tags, labels, 
blotting pads, sketch books, book covers, 
copying letter-books, manifold-writers, albums 
(other than for photographs), Giaries, birthday 
books, plain or faint-lined ruled books, printed 
window-tickets, printed, lithographed, or em- 
bossed stationery, and Christmas, New-year, 
birthday, and Easter cards and booklets . ¥ °/, ad val. 
175 | Stereotypes and matrices - - 25 ad val, 
Crass oF META. 
176 | Bicycles, tricycles, and the like vehicles, also 
finished or partly finished or machined parts 
of same, n.0.e., including weldless steel 
eut to short lengths - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
177 | Boilers, land and marine - 20 °/, ad val. 
178 | Brass cocks, valves, unions, labrieators, ond 
whistles . 20°), ad val. 
179 | Brass manufactures n.0.¢. - - - 20 of ad val. 
180 | Cartridges (shot), 10- to 24-bore - - - | Per 100 i. 
181 | Cartridge cases - - 0 9 
182 | Cartridges n.o.e. - - "20 °/ ad val, 
183 | Cash-registering machines - - ~ 10 of ad val, 
184 Coffin-furniture - - 20° ad 
185 | Composition piping - - = - | Per ewt. 6 
136 | Copper man Tes N.0.e. - 20 °/, ad 
187 | Copying-presses - - - 20 °° ad val. 
188 | Crab-winches, cranes n.0.¢., capetans, ‘ond wind- 
lasses - - 20 °/, ad val. 
189 | Cutlery - 20 ‘Io ad val. 
190 | Fire-arms, all kinds - 20 °/, ad val. 
191 | Galvanised-iron manufactures n.0.e. . - 25 °/, ad val. 
192 | Gasometers and other apparatus for producing 
gas ; also gas-metere - ad val. 
193 | Gaspipes, iron 5 °° ad val 
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No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Crass XII.—Manvuractures oF Metat—cont. 
194 | Hardware, i ironmongery, and hollowware - 20 °/, ad val, 
195 | Iron bridges and iron material n.o.e., for the 
construction of bridges, wharves, jetties, or 
patent slips 20 °/, ad val. 
196 | Iron columns for building, ‘and other structural 
ironwork - . 20 °/, ad val. 
197 | Iron doors for safes and vaults - . 20 °/, ad val. 
198 Tron, chev, ant 
nails Per ewt. 2 0 
199 | Iron galvanised tiles, ridging, “guttering, ana 
spouting - 20 °/, ad val. 
200 | Iron gates and gate-posts, staples, ‘standards, 
straining posts, and 20 °/, ad val, 
201 | Iron nails - ~ | Per cwt. 2 0 
202 | Iron pipes, and fittings for same, ineludin main- 
cock 5 °/,, ad val. 
203 | Iron, plain galvanised sheet ana hoop. - Per ewt. 1 
204 | Iron tanks, exceeding 200 gallons and not 
exceeding 400 gallons - Each 10 0 
205 | Iron tanks of and under 200 gallons - - ” 5 0 
206 | Iron work and wire work - - . 20 °/, ad val. 
207 | Japanned and lacquered ware 25 ad val. 
| Lawn-mowers - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
209 | Lead in sheets - | Per cwt, 
210 | Lead piping 3 6 
211 | Machinery noe. - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
212 | Machinery, electric, and appliances 10 ad val. 
213 | All machinery for agricultural purposes, including 
chaff-cutters, corn-crushers, co corn-shellers, also 
articles used in manufacturing the same— 
namely, chaff-cutting knives, tilt-rakes, fittings 
for threshing-mills, forgings for 
excluding reapers and binders 5 °/, ad val, 
214 | Machinery for dairying purposes (excluding sepa 
rators and coolers) - 5 °/, ad val, 
215 | Machinery for flour-mills, paper. 
mills, rope- and twine-making, dredging, saw- 
milling, planing, and wood-working (including 
lathes), oil-refining, boring, and also machinery 
for refrigerating or preserving meat, leather- 
splitting machines and band-knives for same - 5 °/, ad val. 
216 | Machinery for stamping and blocking tin - 5 °/,, ad val. 
217 | Machinery of every description for mining pur- 
poses, including machine pumps, but excluding 
machinery for saving and 
cesses 5 °/, ad val, 
218 | Manufactures, n.o.e., of wate, or of metal in 
combination with any other material ae 20 °/, ad val. 
219 | Nails n.o.e - Per cwt. 3 0 
220 | Portable engines on four or “any greater number 
of wheels, with boilers of sapememaers types 
also traction-engines 5 °/, ad val. 
221 | Printing machines and presses ad val. 
222 | Pumpsand other apparatus for raising water n.0,¢. 20 °/, ad val. 
223 | Railway and tramway plant and materials n.o.e. - 20 °/, ad val, 
224 | Sad-irons . - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
225 | Shot - - - Per ewt. 10 0 
226 | Soda-water ; sleo machines aérating 
liquids - 5 °/, ad val. 
227 | Steam-engines and parts of steam-engines 0.0.€. - 20 °/, ad val. 


|| 
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No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Crass XII.—Manvracrures or Merat—cont. s. d. 
228 | Steam-engines and parts thereof (including the 
boiler or boilers thereof), imported epecially 
for mining and dairying purposes - - 5°/. ad val. 
229 | Tinware and tinsmiths’ furniture n.o.e. - - 25 of ad val 
230 | Waterworks pipes, iron - 5 ad val 
231 Weighbridges and weig hi hi 20 ad val 
232 | Wire mattresses and webbing - - 20°, ad val 
233 | Zinc tiles, ridging, guttering, piping - - - 20 °/. ad val. 
234 | Zinc manufactures n.0.e. - = 25 °/° ad val. 
Crass ARTICLES MADE 
FROM TIMBER. 
235 | Bellows, other than forge - - - 20 °/,, ad val. 
236 Blocks, wooden tackle 20 °° 
237 | Buckets and tubs, of wood - 20 of. ad val. 
238 Carriages, carts, drays, waggons, and porenbe- 
lators, and the wheels for the same - - 20 °/, ad val. 
239 | Carriage shafts, spokes and felloes, dressed, 
bent carriage timber, n.0.¢. inal es 20 °/, ad val. 
240 | Doors, glazed, with ornamental glass = - - | Each 4 0 
241 | Doors, plain - oe 20 
242 | Sashes, glazed, with ornamental glass . - | Per pair 4 0 
243 | Sashes, plain - - - » 20 
244 | Timber, palings - ~ . - | Per 100 20 
245 | ‘Timber, posts - - 8 0 
246 | Timber, rails - - - - - me 4 0 
_J| Per 100 feet 
247 | Timber, sawn, dressed { ~auaue ss 
248 Timber, sawn, rough 2 0 
249 | Timber, shingles and laths - | Per.1,000 
250 | Woodenware and turnery n.0.e.,and veneers - 20 °/, ad val. 
Crass XIV.—Or1s, Parnts, &c. 
251 Axle-grease and other solid lubricants - “ 20 °/, ad val. 
252 | Harness oil and apageten, and leather 
dressing 20 °/, ad val. 
253 | Naphtha - | Per gallon 0 6 
254 | Oil, kerosene » 0 6 
255 | Oil, linseed 06 
256 | Oil, mineral, incinding ‘shale- waste or unrefined 
mineral oil n.o.e. ‘ 06 
257 Oil n.o.e. - - - - 0 6 
258 Oil, olive - 0 6 
259 Oil, vegetable, in bulk, 0.0.e. 06 
260 | Oil, vegetable or other, in bottle - - 15 °/, ad val, 
261 | Paints and colours, ground i in oil or turpentine - | Per ewt. 2 6 
262 | Paints and colours, ready use - 5 
263 Putty 2 0 
264 | Stearine - - - - | Per Ih. 0 14 
265 | Varnish, enamel paints gold size - - | Per gallon 2 0 
266 Whiting and chalk - - ~ - | Per ewt. 1 0 
Crass XV.—AGRICULTURAL AND Farm 
Propucts, &c. 
267 | Animals, food for, of all kinds, n.o.e. - Ps 20 °/, ad val. 
268 - - - 10 
269 - = - | Per ton 20 0 
270 «a barley : - - - | Per 100 lb. 20 
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Articles. 


Rates of Duty. 


286 


287 
288 
289 
290 
291 
292 
293 


294 


295 


296 
297 
298 
299 


Crass XV.—AGRICULTURAL AND FARM 
Propvcts, &c.—cont. 
Grain and pulse of every kind noe. - - 
Grain and pulse of every kind, when ground or 


in any way manufactured, - 


Horses - - - 
Linseed - - 
Maize - - - - 
Onions - - - - 
Prepared calf-meal - 
Crass XVI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 
Bags, flour - 
Bags, calico, forfar, hessian, and linen - 
Bagging and bags n.o.e. = - - - 
Blacking and boot gloss - - - 
Blue - - 


Brooms, brushes, and n.0.e. - 
Brushes, hair, and combs ; toilet, asta and 


hat brushes = - - 
Candles - a 
Cordage and rope n.0.¢. 
Cork, cut, including bungs - - * 
Flock - - - - « 


Glue and size 

Granite, sawn on more hen ond 
not dressed or polished - 

Marble, granite, and other stone, dressed or 
polished, and articles made 
mantelpieces 

Matches :— 

Wooden : In boxes containing nat more tan 
60 matches 

In boxes ctntaining over 60 and net 
more than 100 matches - 

In boxes containing more than 100 
matches, for every 100 matches or 
fraction thereof contained in one box - 

Wax: “ Plaid vestas,” in cardboard boxes 
containing: under 100 matches = - 

“ Pocket vestas,” in tin or other boxes 
containing under 100 matches - “ 

Sportsman’s “ovals” and “No. 4 tins 
vestas,” in boxes oontanning not more 
than 200 matches - 

Other kinds, for every 100 matches or 
fraction thereof contained in one box - 

Nets and netting - - - . 

Powder, sporting - 

Rice, manufactured into starch, i in bon a - - 

Sacks, other than corn sacks and jute sacks - 


Per 100 Ib. 0 


20 °/, ad val. 
(Per lb. or r pack) 
age of that re- 
puted weight, 
and so in pro- 
portion for $0 
packages of 
greater or 
less reputed 
weight -J 
Per barrel 2 

20 °/, ad val. 

20 of ad val, 

20 oP ad val. 

10 ad val, 
Per Ib. 0 


5 °/, ad val, 
25 °/, ad val. 


Per gross boxes 1 


” 2 
” 2 
1 
” 1 
” 5 
2 
20 yop ad val, 
Per lb. 
Per ewt. 


cowceo 


173 
No. | | | 
| 
| 
271 | 
279 | 
” 1 
273 | Each 20 ; 
274 | Per ton 20 
275 | Per 100 lb. 0 
276 Per ton 20 i 
277 ” 25 
f 
278 20 °/, ad val. 
279 20 °/, ad val. 
280 15 °/, ad val. 
281 20 °/, ad val. 
282 20 °/, ad val. 
283 Per Ib. 02 
284 25 °/, ad val. 
285 
2 
0 
| | 
| 
|| | 
0 
2 
9 
0 
6 
° 
| q 
| 15 °/, ad val, 
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No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Crass 

300 | Sausage skins and casings (inclofiing brine or 2 4. 
salt) - Per ~ 0 3 

301 | Soap, common yellow and blue mottled : - | Per 5 0 

302 | Soapno.e. - ad val. 

303 | Soap powder, extract of soap, ‘ary soap, and soft 
soap . 0 °/, ad val. 

304 | Spirits, methylated - Per liquid gallon 1 0 

805 | Spirits, cleared from warehouse, methylated, 
under conditions 

806 | Starch - - | Per lb. 0 2 

807 | Tarpaulins, tents, rick and waggon covers . 2u°°/, ad val 

308 | Twine n.o.e. 20 °/, ad val. 

309 | Washing powder - - 20 °/, ad val 

310 | Wax, paraffin, mineral, vegetable, and Japanese | Per lb. Oo 14 

In addition to any duty chargeable by law on 
any goods imported into the colony, a further 
duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem shall be 
charged when the goods are prison-made. 
Table of Exemptions from Duties of Customs. 
No. Articles. 
Crass I.—Foopns, &c. 

311 | Almonds, Barbary, Sicily, and French, used in confectioners’ manufactures. 

312 | Anchovies, salted, in casks. 

313 | Arrowroot, sago, tapioca, macaroni, vermicelli, and prepared groats. 

314 Rock salt. 

Crass IV.—Non-Atconotic Beverages, &c. 

315 | Cocoa-heans. 

Crass V.—Drves, &c. 

316 | Acids, viz.: boracic, carbolic, in bulk; fluoric, muriatic, nitric, a. 
oleic, pyzogallie, salicylic, sulphuric. 

317 | Concentrated extracts, or wee not —9 form or preserved in fat, for 
perfume- manufacturing purposes in manufacturing warehouses, in bottles 
of not less than 1 Ib. in weight. ~ 

318 | Disinfectants. 

319 | Drugs and chemicals, viz.: alum; sulphate of aluminium; sulphate of 
ammonia ; anhydrous ammonia ; aniline dyes; arsenic ; ‘pluestone, or 
sulphate of copper ; borax ; catechu ; chloride of calcium ; nitrate of 
silver; cochineal ; creosote, crude or commercial ; glycerine, crude; gum, 
arabic ‘and tragacanth ; gum benzoin ; artificial gum arabic; gum damar ; 
phosphorus ; potash, caustic potash, and chloride of potash ; pearlash ; 
cyanide of potassium ; sal-ammoniac ; saltpetre ; acetate of soda, crude ; 
soda-ash ; caustic eoda ; nitrate of soda ; silicate of soda ; sulphate of 
soda ; sulphide of sodium ; strychnine ; sulphur ; chloride of zine ; iron 
sulphates ; gall-nuts ; turmeric ; saffron ; nitrous-oxide gas ; tree washes ; ; 
insecticides ; maltine ; chlorodyne. 

320 | Essential oils, except eucalyptus; cod-liver oil ; oil of rhodium. 

321 | Horse-drenches. 

322 | Medicinal barks, leaves, herbs, flowers, roots, and gums. 

323 Scrub-exterminator. 

324- | Sheep-dip; sheep-drenches ; sheep-licks. 

325 | Surgical and dental instruments and appliances. 

826 | Scientific and assay balances, retorts, flasks, and other appliances for 
chemical analysis and assay work. 

327 | Water-hardening chemicals for brewers’ use. 


(T'o be continued.) 


[ ] 
. 
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XV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch, dated December 31 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. E. Goschen, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of Embassy at St. Petersburg, notifying the following classification 
of goods under the Russian Customs Tariff:— _ 

Only such apparatus for parboiling cattle food is to be cleared 
under point 4, section 167 (duty 50 copecks, gold, per poud), the 
troughs or reservoirs of which shall not exceed 36 cubic feet 
(exterior measurement) in dimension; at the same time the 
distinguishing feature of the agricultural nature of such apparatus 
shall serve the requisite steam generator thereto. 

Bootmakers’ lasts of wood as also similar articles made of one or 
several materials to be cleared not under section 161, but according 
tu material. The previous order respecting bootmakers’ lasts is 


hereby repealed. 


NETHERLANDS—East INpIEs. 


Export Duty on Sugar. 

According to the “Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” the 
Netherlands Parliament has approved the suspension for one year 
of the duty on sugar exported from the Dutch East Indies. ‘The 
suspension of the duty will last provisionally until 1st June 1896, 


and after that date can be confirmed if the experiment meets with 
the success anticipated. 


BELGIUM. 


Alteration of Port Dues at Antwerp, 

A despatch, dated January 31 last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “ Moniteur Belge,” 
containing copy of a Royal decree approving a decision adopted 
by the Antwerp Town Council to substitute a new tariff of pert 
dues in that city, to come into effect from the 1st February last. 

The articles of the above decree are as follows :— 

1. Vessels entering the harbour will pay the town for each 
voyage, a due of 50 centimes per ton Moorsom, whatever be the 
number of voyages made in the course of the year. 
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2. On payment of the above due vessels can remain in harbour 
for two months, after which an additional 6 centimes per ton per 
month will be exacted, to commence on the 1st of each month. 

8. Vessels loading or discharging at the roadstead, or at one of 
the river quays, a3 well as the vessels of regular lines admitted 
into the harbour, will pay :—For each of the first 10 voyages, 30 
centimes per ton; for each of the 10 following voyages, 20 
centimes per ton; for each additional voyage, 14 centimes per 
ton, inclusive. 

For this reduction to be applicable the voyages must be made 
within 12 months of the date of the first arrival. 

4. Vessels which remain in the roadstead and effect no opera- 
tion of any kind will be exempt from all dues. 

Vessels bound up stream and compelled to lighten are also 
— from dues provided that the lighters also accompany 
them. 


Dock Dues at Ostend. 


A despatch, dated 4th February last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “ Moniteur Belge ” 
containing copy of Royal Decree relating to the dock dues at 


Ostend, as follows :— 
a. All trading vessels arriving from the sea or the canals and 


waterways of Belgium, making use of the docks and quays, in 
any part of Ostend, will pay on such voyage— 

1. 30 centimes per ton for loading and discharging. 

2. When calling only—with cargo or in ballast—10 centimes 

per ton Moorsom for more than 24 hours’ stay. 

These dues once paid vessels may remain three months in 
dock, but a due of 5 centimes will be levied for each additional 
month. 

b. Every trading vessel bound for the interior, and landing 
cargo, will pay 30 centimes per ton of cargo discharged. 

ec. Every trading vessel arriving from the interior, vid canals 
and waterways, and shipping additional cargo, will pay 30 
centimes per ton of cargo shipped at Ostend. 

The dues mentioned in paragraphs d and c are not to be less 
than that of section 2 of paragraph a if the stay exceed 24 
hours. 

d, Trading vessels belonging to a regular line and carrying 
passengers or cargoes of manufactured goods will pay as quay 
dues :— 

1. 30 centimes per ton for the first 25 voyages ; 

2. 25 centimes per ton for the 15 following voyages ; 

3. 20 centimes per ton for any additional voyages. 

The reckoning is made each year on the 1st January for the 
whole of the voyages made by vessels flying the flag cf the 
company, without distinction as to the names of the vessels, 

—e. Every lot of floating wood, remaining more than 15 days in 
the docks or their annexes, will pay 10 ceptimes per square metre, 
superficial. 
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Jf. An additional due of 3 per cent. on the amount of the above 
taxes will be levied on all sea-going vessels to cover the cost of 
lighting the quays and docks. 

g. Every boat, other than a sea-going vessel, coming from the 
interior, and making use of the quays and docks to load or 
unload, or remain, will pay 7 centimes per cubic metre either by 
voyage or by period of three months’ stay. 

h. Every fishing boat leaving the docks will pay a fixed due 
of 2 frs.50¢. Fishing boats may winter in the docks without 
‘being subjected to a supplementary tax. 

7. Any boat or vessel which, remaining in the docks, serves as 
a depét for cval or other goods, will be taxed for its stay according 
to paragraph g of this decree. 


Abolition of Light Dues. 
A despatch, dated 21st January last, has been received at the 
Board of ‘Trade from the Foreign Office, enclosing copy of a 
Belgian Royul Decree fixing {ebruary 1 as the date from which 


the general abolition of light dues in Belgium is to take place, in 
accordance with the law of July 12, 1895. 


FRANCE. 
Reduction of Tax on Excursionists at Dieppe. 


A despatch, dated January 30 last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel,” 
containing a Ministerial Decree which authorises that the tax of 
one franc per head levied by the law of 3rd September 1884 at 
the embarkation and landing of passengers be reduced to 50 
centimes per head in favour of excursionists holding return 
tickets by the same special boat after a stay of one or two days at 
most, under condition of conforming to any regulations which 
may be drawn up as to the control of the tax. 


Altered Rates of Pilotage at St. Malo and St. Servan. 


A communication, dated February 10 last, has been received 
from the British Consulate at Cherbourg reporting that, by 
Ministerial decision, the rates of pilotage at the ports of St. 
Malo and St. Servan have been altered and fixed as follows :— 


Francs. 
Steamers, inwards - - 0-215 per reg. ton. 
» outwards - - 0:20 
Sailing vessels, inwards - - O43 * 
outwar’s - - 040 


Plus 3 per cent. for the pilot-major. 


Customs Decisions. 


Pongees, corah, and tussab, of extra-European origin, made of 
raw silk are by the law of 11th January 1892 admitted into 
France free of duty. By a decision of the general direction of 
Customs of 20th December last, the above-named articles are 


90638. D 
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only admitted free of duty if they have undergone no operation of 
either dyeing, printing, or other form of preparation subsequent 
to leaving the loom. 

According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce ” iron or 
steel tubes, closed at the extremities, for use in bakeries are 
classified under “tubes, iron or steel” and not under “ manu- 
“ factures of iron and steel, not denominated.” 


Tonnage Dues at Boulogne-sur-Mer. 

A despatch, dated 10th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, transmitting extract from the 
** Journal Officiel,” containing a decree reducing the tonnage 
dues at present levied on vessels touching at Boulogne-sur-Mer, 

1. By 60 per cent. when the amount of cargo shipped or 
landed, expressed in freight tons, does not exceed the fourth part 
of the net official tonnage. 

2. By 40 per cent. when the said amount shall exceed the 
fourth part, but not the half. 

3. By 20 per cent. when it shall exceed the half, but amount 
to less than three-fourths. 

Vessels having put in at any other French port and there paid 
a local tax shall continue in all cases to profit by the reduction 
established by the decree of 6th August 1890 when the applica- 
tion of the present order does not insure a more favoured 
treatment. 


France—ALGERIA. 


New Quay and other Dues at Algeria. 

A despatch, dated January 29 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir R. L. Playfair, K.C.M.G., Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Algiers, with regard to important changes in 
the various dues levied on shipping at that port. Amongst 
other taxes there are quay duties of 50 centimes per ton, on 
the registered tonnage of all vessels discharging merchandise 
at Algiers. Thus, if a vessel of 1,000 tons burden discharged 
2,000 tons of goods she has hitherto paid 50 centimes per ton 
on 1,000 tons or 500 francs. 

No charge, however, was made on goods exported from Algeria. 

A special régime was accorded to Algeria if a vessel of the 
same burden landed a part only of its cargo, say 100 tons, in 
which case the quay duties would be only charged on the amount 
of cargo so landed, not exceeding in any case the amount which 
would be due on her total registered tonnage. 

Vessels receiving goods on board were altogether exempted 
from the payment of those duties, This enabled the various 
lines, such as vessels of the Holt, Moss, Papayanni, and other 
companies to bring a certain amount of cargo, and to carry goods 
to other places without having to pay very onerous duties, 
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Vessels coming from countries out of Europe, India for 
example, paid double the above amounts, but always on the 
quantity which they landed. 

The Loi de Finance voted by the French Parliament on the 
28th December 1895 completely changes this state of things by 
cancelling the Régime Spéciale. It renders the previous law 
applicable to Algeria as well as to France, and to a certain 
extent to French as well as to foreign vessels. 

In order to ensure what is called /assimilation fiscale, vessels 
arriving at Algiers will now have to pay quay duties on their 
entire registered tonnage, no matter how emall the amount of 
cargo landed by them. They are chargeable, however, only on 
tirst arrival at an Algerian port; thus, if a vessel calls first at 
Oran and then at Algiers, it pays only at Oran. On the other 
hand, it has to pay full duties if it takes merchandise though 
landing none. 

French vessels coming from ports in France direct, are 
exempt; they also are exempt if they call on their voyage ata 
foreign port to ——- goods, but if they take cargo on board 
at such ports, dues are leviable. 

The geographical position of Algiers is quite exceptional, 
being on the route to and from the North of Europe, the 
Adriatic, the Black Sea, the Levant, Egypt, and the further east. 

Vessels of various nations, belonging to no less than 20 com- 
panies, possessing 700 sleamers, are in the habit of touching at 
Algiers without sensibly deviating from their routes. They only 
bring a small quantity of merchandise each, and carry on an 
equally small amount of the produce of the colony. 

The new legislation affects not only vessels engaged in the 
transport of merchandize, but also those comprised in what are 
described as the much larger category of vessels called at Algiers 
reldcheurs, 

The law provides that all merchandise arriving from or pro- 
ceeding to foreign countries shall be required to pay in Algeria a 
droit de statistique of 10 centimes per package or per ton imported 
or exported, 

This will have little effect on merchandise of a valuable nature, 
bat it will press heavily on coal. If it be levied on all coal landed 
and shipped again, it will be equivalent to a tax of 20 centimes 
per ton, 

With reference to the above, a despatch, dated February 7 last, 
has been received from the Foreign Office enclosing copy of an 
extract from the “ Dépéche Algérienne ” which states, that, as a 
first consequence of the new dues, only 92 relacheurs put into 
the port in the month of January last a3 against 143 in December 
1895 ; this, on an average of 150 tons of coal for each relacheur, 
means 7,950 tons taken from the trade of Algiers elsewhere. 

In addition, cargoes of vegetable fibre, cork, barks, &c., for 
London, Liverpool, Amsterdam, Antwerp, and Northern and 
Baltic ports in general, lumber the quays and cannot be shivped 
for want of vessels bound for those ports. 


3 
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FRANCE—StT. PIERRE AND MIQUELON. 


Tariff Changes, 


According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
a decree of the 7th December last approves the following changes 
in the Octroi de Mer of St. Pierre and Miquelon, by which 
edditional duties are imposed as under :— 


Fr. Cent. 

Liqueurs of all sorts, in casks, per litre - - - 010 
Liqueurs of all sorts, in bottles (per case or hamper of 

12 bottles) - - 200 

Beer, in casks or bottles, per litre - = - - - 005 


Brandy, in bottles (per case or hamper of 12 bottles) 1 00 


PortuGAL—MApDEIRA. 


Import Duties on Sugar, 


A despatch, dated December 31 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. Macdonell, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon stating that :—- 

The duty on sugar and molasses made from the sugar-cane 
imported, for consumption into the district of Funchal (Madeira) 
subject to the provisions of this decree, is fixed as follows :— 

Sugar of a superior type to that of No. 19 of the Dutch scale 
per kilog. 140 reis (7°46d.). 

Molasses made from the sugar-cane per kilog. 30 reis. (1°60d.). 

The above-mentioned duty will only remain in force so long as 
the makers of sugar and alcohol shall engage to buy any amount 
of sugar-cane offered to them at the minimum price of 400 reis to 
450 reis (1s. 9d. to 2s.) per 30 kilogs, 

The importation of molasses in accordance with this decree is 
invany case limited to the alcohol distilleries for the sole purpose 
of mixing the same with wine. 

While the provisions of this decree are in foree—that is to say 
for five years—molasses in the district of Funchal (Madeira) will 
be exempted from any local impost, and alcohol extracted from the 
same will not have to pay the tax leviable on its manufacture. 

Moreover, the importation of sugar produced in the island of 
Maderia into Portugal, and into any of the Azores Islands for 
consumption will be exempted from the payment of import duties. 


SPAIN. 


Tariff Decisions. 

A despatch, dated January 16 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir G. F. Bonham, Secretary of Embassy at 
Madrid, enclosing copy and translation of a Royal order published 
in the Olficial Gazette concerning the duty to be paid on glass 
pendants and prisins. 
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The following decisions are therein laid down :— 

1, That pendants and prisms of crystallised glass bs dutiable 
according to No. 12 of the tariff. 

2. That the duty be levied on net weight, the boxes of card- 
board or wood, or other interior receptacles in which contained, 
paying duty separately, 7.e., according to their respective numbers, 
and also according to kind. 

3. That a general character be given to this decision, publish- 
ing it to this end, in the official journals, for the cognizance of 
Custom houses and of commerce, 


ITALY. 
Revision of Customs Tariff. 


A despatch dated January 27 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Francis Clare Ford, Her Maiesty’s 
Ambassador at Rome, enclosing two copies of the Italian Customs 
Tariff, in the form approve! by the Royal Decree of No- 
vember 24, 1895. By a law, dated August 8, 1895, authority 
was given for a general re-arrangement and re-classification of 
the Italian Tariff and also permission to change and modify certain 
notes appended thereto, with the result that although the new 
tariff does not contain any increased duties beyond those which 
have been already notified, neither the numbers of the articles 
of the tariff nor the form in which they are sub-divided any 
longer coincide with those in the old tariff. 

A copy of the complete tariff may bz seen on application at 
the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, S.W., between the 
hours of 11 and 5. 


Tariff Modifications, 


According to the ‘ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” the 
following modifications have been introduced in the Customs 
Tariff of Italy by decrees of the 30th November and 7th 
December last respectively :— 

“Copper hammerings (dattiture di rame) are assessed as 
waste copper and assimilated to ‘copper in ingots, cake, filings, 
or scrap’ (No. 2114 of the Customs Tariff’.) “ Artificial silk is 
assimilated to natural silk and classified as ‘silk raw’ (No. 145 
of the Customs Tarift).” 


UNITED STATES. 


Customs Decisions. 
The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
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the United States, have recently been given by the Customs 
authorities in that country i 
Rufflings or “ frillings ” are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem 


_ under paragraph 373, Act of October 1, 1890. 


Straw coverings for bottled merchandise are assessed as 
ordinary coverings, without the additional duty of 25 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 352. 

“ Glazed fire-brick ” and “ adamantine clinkers ” are assessed for 
duty as brick under paragraph 76. 

Roving yarns are dutiable at 30 per cent. ad wolenen under 
paragraph 280, as yarn. 

Black hatters’ plush, if not used exclusively for making men’s 
hats, is to pay duty at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 299. 

“Sirop de punch,” “ citron extracts,” ‘‘ pomeranza spirits,” and 
other preparations containing alcohol, not being in a condition 
fit for drinking, are dutiable as alcoholic compounds, not specially 
provided for, under paragraph a 

“Tnspissated ox gall,” is assessed for duty at 25 per cent. as 
a medicinal preparation, 

Refined gum for textile printing is dutiable at 10 per cent. 
under paragraph 16}. 

Sulphate of magnesia, or Epsom salts, is exempt from duty 
under paragraph 542. 

Filtering stone, unmenufactured, is to pay duty at the rate of 
7 cents per cubic foot, under paragraph 105}. 

Manufactured filtering stone is dutiable at 30 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 106. 


BRAZIL. 


Revision of Customs Tariff. 


A despatch, dated the 5th Janvary last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. E. C. Phipps, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Rio J aneiro, stating that the revision of the Brazilian 
tariff, which was carried through Congress during the last 
week of the session, was promulgated in the “ Diario Official” on 
December 31, 1895. 

It establishes certain specific duties oa various articles 
enumerated ; upon all other important articles the duties hitherto 
existing, including the surtaxes at 30 and 40 per cent., are 
doubled ; the additional taxes at the rate of 50, and in some 
cases 60 per cent., imposed in 1891 being abolished. Thus, an 
article not subjected to specific duties which paid 100 reis 
original tax, 40 reis surtax, and 50 per cent. additional tax upon 
such 140 reis, zc., in all 210 reis, will now pay 280 reis. 

Among the mest noticeable apecific duties may be mentioned :— 
Foreign ‘beer, now paying 1 dol. 200 reis instead of 448 reis per 


| 
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kilog.; champagne, which pays 3 dols. 600 reis instead of 2 dols. 
900 reis ; tinplates (folha de Flandres), 30 reis instead of 60 reis ; 
perfumery, 5 dols. instead of 2 dols, 340 reis; cotton thread for 
warp or weft, 300 reis instead of 512 reis; if coloured, 400 
instead of 612 reis. 

It is to be observed that certain raw materials necessary for 
manufacturing purposes in native industries (excluding raw cotton 
or cotton thread) enjoy a reduction of 30 per cent. Parts of ships 
and steamers for vessels under construction in Brazilian dock- 
yards are free of duty, and parts of machines and locomotives 
imported for the construction of railway stock pay 50 per cent., 
below the tariff duties, under certain restrictions. 

All the revised duties in question are applicable to goods 
shipped for Brazilian ports previous to January 1, 1896. 

In the revision of the tariff there does not appear to be any 
differential treatment of British imports; in the case of cotton 
(No. 450) and tinplates (No. 772) there is a reduction of duty in 
order to meet the necessities of native industry. 

The general opinion among importers is said to be that the 
new tariff will only operate temporarily, and that a fresh revision 
must ensue during the next session of Congress. 

The following is the translation of the text of the decree in 
question : 

1. Duty on imports for consumption, in accordance with the 
terms of Law No. 265 of December 24, 1894, and the legal regu- 
lations referred to therein, the duty-values of the merchandise 
taxed being modified, however, from the exchange of 24d. to 
that of 12d. per 1,000 reis ; the additional duties of 50 per cent. 
and 60 per cent. being abolished, all other extra duties are to be 
included in the rate prescribed and consolidated in one rate only. 


Exceptions. 


Foreign beer.— Duty to be $1°200 per kilog. 

Liqueurs.—Sparkling wines of any quality like champagne, and 
in whatever way put up, duty to be $3°600 per kilog. 

Gin.—Duty to be $1:500 per kilog. 

Matches,— Wood matches to pay $3:200 per kilog.; all other 
kinds $4°5U0 per kilog. 

Soaps.—Sapolios and similar articles, unscented, to pay $1:200 
per kilog. 

Ordinary enamel or vitrified cobalt for oilworks,| $2500 per 
kilog. 

Cpusiihe of potash, pure, will pay the same rate as the unrefined 
article. 

Rough salt will pay 15 reis per kilog. 

Rectified alcohol for pharmaceutical purposes will continue to 
pay the same rate. 

Gum arabic, rough, will pay 600 reis per kilog. 

Tin sheets will pay 30 reis per kilog. 
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— the Articles No. 119, Class 9, the following note is to be 
added :— 

All oils to pay on the gross weight, including the casks in which 
they are contained. 

Olive oil which is reported, after analysis in the National 
Laboratory, to contain foreign matter, or to be adulterated, will 
be thrown into the sea, and the importer will be fined by the 
inspector of Custom house $200 to $500. 

To the Articles No. 127, Class 9, the following notes are to be 
added :— 

Wines condemned by the National Laboratory will be thrown 
into the sea, and the importer fined $200 to $500. 

Bottled wine will pay the same rate, and also the duty on 
bottles and casks. 

Bottles, demijohns, jars, and flasks of all kinds, and wooden 
cases (in pieces or put together), when imported with an appear- 
ance imitating foreign liquids or beverages, labelled or not, will 
pay as if they contained the liquid indicated by the putting up or 
possible adulteration of said liquid. 

Perfumery.—Articles No. 16, Class 10, will pay $5 per kilog. 

Playing cards will pay 1 $ per pack ; on cardboard (unfinished) 
or in uncut sheets, pated or stamped $5 per kilog. 

Fish, not specified, mussels, oysters, and other shell-fish, 
and spawn. No. 60:— 

Preserved, in whatever way prepared, sardines, $1 per kilog. 
All other kinds, $1:500 per kiiog. 

Sacks, plain, not specified, will pay $1:500 per kilog. 

Woollens.—Articies No, 546. Class 16. The limit of weight, 
for woollen cloths, and cloths of wool and cotton mixed, which 
will pay the higher duty, is increased to 500 grammes per square 
metre. 

Jute cloth, &e.— No. 564. Class 17. The distinctions based 
upon the number of threads, also the distinction between plain 
and twilled cloth, are abolished. All kinds will pay 900 reis. 

Capsules, comfits, jujubes, and all kinds of medicinal globules 
(Articles 209 and 297, class 11) will pay on the basis of 40 per 
cent. of an official value of $73°200, the duty being thus $29-280. 

Elixirs, liqueurs, wines, syrups, and all kinds of medicinal liquids 
(Nos. 237, 240, and 341) will pay on the basis of 30 per cent. of 
an official value of $20°750, the duty being thus $6225. 

Fluid magnesia, of Murray or other preparers (No. 273), will 
pay the same rate as elixirs and medicinal liquids. 

Medicinal pastils of all kinds (No. 293), basis 40 per cent. of 
the official value $8°625.—Duty $3°450. 

Compressed medicinal pastils, on the basis of 45 per cent. of 
$120 official value—Duty, $54. 

Pills, boluses, and granulated medicines of all kinds, No. 301, 
on the basis of 40 per cent. of $156°500, official value.—Duty, 
$62°600. 

Sarsaparilla will pay the same rate as elixirs and medicinal 
liqueurs. 


| 
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Cotton, No. 450, Class 15. Cotton thread, simple, for weaving, 
unbleached or bleached, will pay 300 reis per kilog. Dyed thread 
will pay 400 reis per kilog. 

2. Clearing of articles exempt from duty for consumption, in 
accordance with the laws in force (Law No. 126a of Novem- 
ber 21, 1892, Article 424 of the Consolidagad. das Leis das 
Alfandegas). 

Seeds intended for agriculture and grain wheat to be exempted. 

3. Dock and harbour dues, ditto. 

4. Warehouse rent, ditto. ‘ 

With reference to the above information, a further despatch 
dated January 18 last, has been received from Mr. E. C. H. 
Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, stating that a 
circular from the Minister of Finance has just been published, 
explaining some of the many obscure points in the alterations to 
the tariff voted in the Budget Law of December 30 last. The 
following are the points of interest to British trade :-— 

Goods shipped before December 31, and already received in 
the Custom-house warehouses or to be discharged in the harbour 
may be cleared up to February 29. 

The same date is fixed for putting into force the exemptions 
from, or reductions of duties, and: the increase of Custom-house 
fines (multas de expediente) provided for in the new law. 

The duty on beer, in -large or small bottles, or in any other 
vessel, earthenware or glass, is Rs. 1 $200 per kilo, but no duty 
on the bottles. 

The reduction in favour of tin (folha de Flandres) is only 
applicable to simple plates, which pay 40 reis per kilo. 

Goods paying an ad valorem duty will continue to do so, but 
at the new official rate of exchange, the additional duties being 
already included as in the case of specific duties. 

A clearing fine (multa de expediente) of double duty can only 
be mvosed when the duty on the difference, whether of quantity 
or quality, amounts to Rs. 200 $000. In all other cases the fine 
will be from 5 to 10 per cert., at the discretion of the Custom- 
house inspectors. 

As regards implements for industries and other free articles, 
the 30 per cent. reduction is to be calculated on the clearing dues 
(direitos de expediente), the only impost which they pay. 

With respect to the similar reduction provided for in favour of 
raw materials, such as dye-stuffs, chemicals, and other like articles 
for manufacturing ‘purposes, the Minister says that such reduction 
cannot be put into force till congress shall have more clearly 
specified the articles. 

The Minister of Finance also recognises the impossibility of 
executing the article of the law which provides that the duty on 
liqueurs and alcoholic beverages (Nos. 126 and 127 of the tariff), 
shall be paid by a stamp placed on the cork of each bottle. 
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Ecuapbor. 


Additional Export Dues, 


A communication, dated 21st December last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr, G. Chambers, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Guayaquil, enclosing notice of a governmental decree 
imposing additional taxes cn the exports of produce from Ecuador. 

The decree, which was to come into effect on 13th December 
last, is to the effect that the Ecuadorian Government, with a view 


to meet increased expenditure, and to pay off the two loans 
contracted on July 15 aud September 30 last, issued a decree on 
the 13th instant, creating extra dues upon certain articles of 
export. 

he following is the tariff of such extra export dues :— 


Sucre = 2s. Sucres. Cts. 
Cotton, per 46 kilogs. (gross weight) - - 0 10 
Coffee, per 46 kilogs. (gross weight) - - 1 50 
Rubber, per 46 kilogs. (gross weight) - - 1 00 
Hides, per 46 kilogs. (gross weight) - - 1 00 
Paja Toquilla (hat straw) per 46 kilogs. (gross 
weight) - bint - - 2 50 
Split canes, per 100 - - - 1 00 
Ordinary panama hats, per dozen =~ - - O 10 
Fine panama hats, per dozen - - 0 40 
Ivory nuts, per 92 kilogs. - - - 0 05 
Cocoa, per 46 kilogs. (gross weight) - 0 50 


From the moment this tariff is enforced, the recently imposed 
tax of 50 cents upon each quintal (100 Ibs.) of cocoa and coffee 
exported ceases to have effect. 

Four-fifths of the income derived from cocoa and coffee, under 
the present arrangement, is to be paid over each fortnight to the 
Bank of Ecuador, until the loan of sucres 200,000 (20,0002) 
raised on July 15 last is liquidated, and the remaining fifth is to 
be handed to the Banco Commercial y Agricola, in a like manner 
to pay off the loan contracted from that bank on September 30 
last. 

The foregoing additional Customs tariff will continue in force 
until July 30, 1896. 


Bo.ivia. 


Exemption of Wines of French origin. 


According to “ Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
a new municipal ordinance of La Paz exempts wine imported 
from France from all duty. Wines of French origin, but coming 
from ccuntries other than France, will pey duty as usual. A 
coneular invoice must accompany the wines to obtain the exemption 
required, 
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CHILE. 
Bounties other than on Shipping and Navigation. 


A. despatch, dated 3rd December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. Hayes Sadler, Her Majesty's Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Santiago, relative to bounties other than those on 
shipping and navigation, stating that, according to information 
received from the Chilian Government, agricultural industry in 
Chile enjoys entire freedom from duty on mackirery and 
implements used in husbandry, and on live animals imported for 


breeding purposes, and that agricultural products are exempt 
from payment of all Customs impost on exportation. 

With regard to the manufacture of sugar, machinery and 
implements which are imported for this purpose are also free 
from Customs duty, and by the Law of the 19th January 1893 
the duties levied on impure sugars imported for the refineries 
established in the country have been reduced. 

With regard to this reduction on raw sugar, the Customs 
authorities have made the following explanation :— 

Sugar which up to the 3lst January 1893 was customarily 
imported for the refineries of the country consisted as folfows :— 


Valued per 
Metrie Quintal. 


Granulated sugar, 1st quality - - 14.00 
nd ,, - - - 10.50 
Sugar Nos. 20, 19, 18, and 17 (Dutch) - 16.20 
» 16, 15, 14, and 13 - 13.50 

- » 8 and other - - - 8.70 


By the Law of the 6th January 1878, sugar paid an ad valorem 
duty of 35 per cent. This 35 per cent. was payable in the 
month of January 1893 in the following manner :— 

75 per cent. in paper money, with a surcharge of 35 per 
cent. 
25 per cent in gold at the rate of 6.31 dols. per 1/. 

The Law of January 1893 converted the former ad valorem 
into specific duties, which came into force on the Ist February of 
that year. 

As this Law converting the duties presented clements of 
uncertainty, it was found necessary {o have recourse, in its 
application, to the superintendent of Customs at Valparaiso, 
whose interpretation was followed in the other Customs ports of 
the Republic. According to this interpretation of the Law of the 
19th January 1893, sugar imported for the refineries of the 
country pays the following duties :— 


1. Unrefined, and not white, sugar, that is raw sugar, pays 
4.00 dols. duty per metric quintal. In this category are 
included all the classes mentioned above except the last. 


“Dols. 
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2. Sugar, inferior to raw sugar, named “ chaucaca” or 
“concrete,” pays 3.20 dols. per metric quintal, and to 
this category belong the sugars mentioned in the last class 
in the list. 

The above specific duties are paid in the following manner :— 

50 per cent in currency, with a surcharge of 35 per cent. ; 

25 per cent. in currency, with a surcharge at the rate on 
which the export duties on nitrate are paid; and 

25 per cent. in gold, at 6.31 dols, per 12. 


Uruguay. 
New Duties and Customs Regulations, 


A despatch, dated January 14 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Montevideo, enclosing an extract from the “ Montevideo Times ” 
on the subject of the new taxation, the bill for which has received 
the sanction of the President. 

The,substance of the new taxes is as follows :— 

1. Tobacco Duties, — Tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes are 
subject to the following specific duties, including the packages 
or wrappers: Havana tobacco in leaf, 30 cents per kilog. ; 
ditto, cut, 70 cents; black tobacco in twist, 30 cents; ditto, cut, 
60 cents; tobacco from other parts, excepting Rio Grande and 
Paraguay, 30 cents; ditto, cut, 60 cents; tobacco from 


Paraguay and Rio Grande, 15 cents; Havana leaf cigars, 


$3.00; cigars, not from Havana, Italian, Swiss, and others, 
$1.00; all cigarettes $2.50. 

2. New Import Duties—The following articles shall pay 
import duties according to the following tariff: Ploughs and 
parts thereof, 5 per cent.; wire for fencing and vines, up to 
No. 14, 5 per cent.; glass bottles, 15 per cent. ; unmounted boxes, 
15 per cent.; undressed hemp and jute, 5 per cent.; dynamite, 
20 per cent.; empty flasks, 15 per cent.; binding thread, 5 per 
cent. ; machinery for industrial establishments, and parts thereof, 
5 per cent.; agricultural machinery and parts thereof, 5 per cent. ; 
potash and potassic chlorate for industries, 5 per cent.; wicking, 
10 per cent. ; posts, half-posts, and standards for fencing, 10 per 
cent.; common and double soda, 5 per cent.; all vegetable oils 
imported shail pay a uniform and specific duty of 10 cents per 
kilog. of net weight. 

4. Additional General Duty.-—For a term of two years, all 
importers shall pay an additional extraordinary license (patente) 
of 24 per cent. on their importations. By importer shall be 
understood any one who introduces merchandise or any class of 
articles into the country. This tax shall be collected fortnightly 
by the Direction-General of Direct Taxes, or by the Departmental 
Revenue Officers, who shall be supplied by the Customs authorities 
with a statement of the articles imported and the respective 


importers. 


| 
| 
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5. Internal Tobacco Tax.—From a date to be fixed by the 
Executive, all tobacco, cigars, or cigarettes imported from abroad 
or manufactured in Uruguay from native or foreign tobacco, shall 
be subject to an internal tax on consumption as follows :— 
Cigarettes in packets, 1 cent for every 10 or fraction of 10; 
Havana cigars imported or made here of Havana leaf, 1 dol. per 
100, and so in proportion for 50, 25, 10, 5, or 1; leaf cigars, 
not Havana, Italian, Swiss, and others, whether imported or made 
here, 40 cents per kilog., and so in proportion for fractions of 500, 
250, 100, £0, and 10 grammes (including the wrapper) ; these 
fractions may be modified by the Executive if convenient ; 
manufactured tobacco of all classes, intended for consumption, 
40 cents per kilog.; leaf tobacco, cut in screws, &c., may only 
be sold for consumption in packets or boxes containing, 50, 100, 
150, 500 grammes, 1, 5, and 10 kilogs. 

Mr. Baring, in his despatch with reference to the above modifi- 
cations, points out that the import duties on tobacco are generally 
lowered, but the difference is made up by the internal taxes 
which are to be levied. The result will be slightly to lower the 
duty on cigars and to increase that on tobacco, The clause of 
these regulations which will most affect importers of British 
goods is that which lays down that tobacco may only be sold in 
packets or boxes containing 50, 100, 150, and 500 grammes, or 
1, 5, and 10 kilogs. Pipe tobacco from Great Britain and the 
United States is generally imported in tins or packets containing 
one pound or a fraction of a pound, and the sale of this article 
will consequently become difficult. 

With regard to the new import duties on other articles, it is 
to be noted that sheep dip has escaped taxation, though some 
time ago it was reported that a duty would be imposed on it. 

Wire for fencing, agricultural implements, and other articles, 
which, on account of their great utility, had hitherto been 
admitted duty free, are now taxed. 

Besides these duties, an additional 24 per cent. is imposed on 
all imports in the form of a license (patente), and is to be charged 
on the existing tariff of valuations. 

The additional tax is styled license” and not Custom duty, 
and consequently 45 per cent. of it will not have to be set apart 
for the service of the foreign debt. 


Britiso Inp1ra. 


Tariff Changes, 


In exercise of the power conferred by section 23 of the Sea 
Customs Act (VIII. of 1878), the Governor-General in Council 
is pleased to exempt all spirit imported into British India, which 
has been rendered effectually and permanently unfit for human 


\ 

| 
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consumption, from the whole of the Customs duty in excess of 
: per cent. ad.valorem, leviable thereon on importation into British 
ndia, 


St. VINCENT. 


Tariff Modifications. 
With reference to the Customs tariff of St. Vincent, published 


‘on page 558 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for May 1895, a 


communication, dated 13th December 1895, has been received 
from the Administrator of the island of St. Vincent, enclosing 
copy of the ‘‘ Customs Duties Ordinance, 1895 (ii.),” by which 
certain additional duties are imposed. 

. By this ordinance, the duty on flour, wheaten, will be 4s. per 
barrel, and on tobacco, unmanufactured, 9d. per Ib., instead of 
3s. per barrel and 6d. per lb. respectively. 

In addition to the above modifications, Article 5 provides that 
all articles enumerated in the table (as given in the May 
No. of the “ Journal”), and also the two above-named articles 
(viz., flour, wheaten, and tobacco, unmanufactured) shall, from 
the 27th November 1895, the day on which this ordinance was 
to come into force, until the 31st December 1896, inclusive, pay 
a further duty of one-tenth of the duties and rates so set forth 
respectively. 


GRENADA. 


Tariff Modifications. 


A communication has been received from the Colonial’s 
Secretary Office, Grenada, dated 8th January 1896, enclosing 
copies of Ordinances modifying the Customs Tariff of Grenada. 

Under Ordinance No. 16 of 1895 the fellowing import tariff 
came into force from the Ist January last. 


Import Tariff. 


Articles. | Rate of Duty. 

| 
Bread - - - - | Per100lbs.5 2 O 
Butter - - - -| pound p 
Butterine, oleomargarine, and similar compounds 0 Of 
Candles, except tallow 0 2 
Candles, tallow - - - | ,, 5 0 
Cocoa - - > 10 0 
Coffee - - - - | pound 0 2 


| 
| 

| 
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Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Fish, dried or preserved - - - | Per 100 lbs. 2/0 
Salmon, pickled or preserved » pound | 
Mackerel and other descriptions ~ - | ,, _ barrel 2 0 
Flour: 
Grain : 
Corn, oats, maize, beans, and peas - - -| 4, bushel 0 6 
Barley - - - - - 100 Ibs 0 6 
Gunpowder - » pound 0 6 
Lar - ” 0 1 
Live stock : 
Asses - - | Each 6 0 
Calves - - - - 6 
Cows, bulls, and oxen - 12 0 
Dogs - - - 10 0 
Goats - - - 10 
Horses - - - 25 0 
Mules - - - - 12 0 
- - - 20 
Swine and hogs - - 2 0 
Malt, cider, and perry - - - - | Per gallon 0 6 
Do., in bottles - -| 4, doz. 1 0 
QTOSs 
Matches - -{ large boxes 0 
Per 
Meal: Corn, oil, and oats - ~ | Per 100 tbs. 2 °0 
Meat, dried or preserved = - 5 0 
Molasses - - - - | ,, gallon | 
Oils : 
Olive, sperm, lard, and all other for cocking 10 
Kerosine and paraffine 0 23 
All other kinds bad ” 0 9 
Opium - - - - - ,, pound 10 0 
Rice - - - - - - » 100 Ibs. 2 0 
Salt, coarse - - | ,, barrel 0 2 
Soap - - - » 100 Ibs. 20 
(| Per __ proof | 
gallon ac- 
cording to 
Sykes’ hy- 
drometer, 
Spirits : 99 98 
Gin orrum - - - -4 Prop 0 
each degree 
of strength 
greater or 
less than 
the strength 
ofproof 
Brandy or whiskey or any other kind of imported et Da. a — 
or strong waters, except perfumed or methylated spirits dal 
Sweetened spirits, bitters, liqueurs, ane cordials - - | Per liquid gall. 5 O 
Sugar, refined and crystals - - | Perl00lbs. 5 
» Muscovado ” ” 4 2 
Tallow - - » 4 0 
Tea - - | 5, pound 0 6 
Tobacco - ” 0 9 
Long cigars - - 1 0 
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Articles. | Rate of Duty. 
Tobacco—cont. s. d. 
Other cigars - - . -- - | Per pound 5 0 
Cigarettes - - - 4 0 


” 
25 °/, ad val. 


Wines, except medicated wine 
Wood : 


scriptions of Jumber except spars- - - - superficial 


Pitch pine, white, yellow spruce, and all other de- bape nif 10 0 
Shingles - ” 3.0 


And after the above rates for any greater or less quantity of every such article. 


Articles of any sort for which a specific rate of duty is not 
prescribed, and not contained in the list of exemptions from duty 
given in this Ordinance, shall pay a duty of 7/. 10s. per cent. ad 
valorem. 


Table of Exemptions. 


Coin, bullion, diamonds, fresh fruit and vegetables, manures 
straw, ice, fresh fish, ‘coal, printed books, newspapers, and 
periodicals, plants of all kinds, works of art not imported for 
sale, tombstones and grave railings, cld furniture not intended 
for sale, the personal baggage and apparel, professional apparatus, 
tools or implements of trade of passengers arriving, any articles 
for the use of Her Majesty’s service, or for the use of the Govern- 
ment, or for the use of the Governor, or for the use of any place 
of worship, articles for the official use of any foreign consulate 
(provided that a similar privilege is accorded by such foreign 
country to the British consulate therein); fire-extinguishing 
apparatus, machinery and implements for waterworks, improved 
stills and other machinery or appliances considered by the 
Governor in Council to be useful for the development of local 
manufactures or products, packages in which goods are imported 
{except new trunks, canisters, and puncheons) ; racehorses, and 
horses and other animals and appliances imported by circus com- 
panies, if exported within six months; patterns and samples of no 
intrinsic value, surgical implements and appliances, poultry and 
eggs, raw cotton and cotton seed. 


Table of Prohibitions, 


Indecent or obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, lithographic 
or other engravings, or other indecent or obscene articles. 

Under Ordinance No. 17 of 1895 there will be levied during 
the year 1896 an additional import duty of one-tenth of all the 
duties set forth above. 


Export Duties, 


Under Ordinance No. 19 of 1895 the levying of all export 
duties is suspended during the year 1896. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Sierra LEONE. 


Customs Amendments. 


The following ordinance to amend the law relating to Customs 
duties upon spirits entering Sierra Leone was passed in the 
Legislative Council of that colony on the 27th December 
1895 :— 

“ Whereas it is desirable to amend the law relating to Customs 
duties upon spirits : 

“Be it therefore enacted by the Governor of the colony. of 
Sierra Leone, with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Council thereof, as follows :— 

“JT. ‘The Customs Duties Amendment Ordinance, 1893’ is 
hereby repealed. 

“TI. In lieu of the duties hitherto payable upon spirits, there 
shall be raised, levied, and paid unto Her Majesty, Her heirs, and 
successors the following duties :-- 

“A, Spirits and strong waters of which the degree of strength 
can be ascertained by Sykes’s hydrometer :— 

“(1.) For every Imperial gallon of less strength than the 
strength of proof by such hydrometer, and so in proportion for 
any greater or less quantity than an Imperial gallon of such 
strength - . - - Per Imperial gallon, 3s. 

“(2.) For every gallon of proof strength by such hydro- 
meter, and so in proportion for any greater strength of proof 
and for any greater or less quantity than a gallon 

Per proof gallon, 3s. 

«“ B. Spirits being sweetened or mixed so that the degree of 

strength cannct be ascertained, for every Imperial gallon of 
any greater or less quantity than an Imperial gallon 

Per Imperial gallon, 3s. 

“ Spirits or strorg waters euch as naphtha in its crude state, 

methylated spirits, and perfumed waters, which are totally 

unfit for use as a potable spirit 

An ad valorem duty of 74 per cent 

“ Spirits unenumerated = - - - Per Imperial gallon, 3s. 

“TIT. 1t shall be lawful for the Governor, and he is hereby 
empowered to exempt, at his di-cretion, from the payment of 
Customs duties, official goods imported into the colony for the use 
of Consulates. 

“TV. This ordinance shall be read and construed with ‘The 
Customs Ordinance,’ 1874, and the ordinances amending the 
same, and may be cited for all purposes as ‘ The Customs Duties 
Amendment Ordinance, 1895,’ and shall not come into force until 
the first day of January 1896.” 
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Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Tobacco—cont. s. d, 
Other cigars - - - -- - | Per pound 5 0 
Cigarettes - - - - - 4 0 
Wines, except medicated wine -- . - 25 °/, ad val. 
Wood : 
Pitch pine, white, yellow spruce, and all other de- Per 1,000 ft. 10 0 
scriptions of Jumber except spars- - - 
Shingles - - - 3 0 


And after the above rates for any greater or less quantity of every such article. 


Articles of any sort for which a specific rate of duty is not 
prescribed, and not contained in the list of exemptions from duty 
given in this Ordinance, shall pay a duty of 7/. 10s. per cent. ad 


valorem. 
Table of Exemptions. 


Coin, bullion, diamonds, fresh fruit and vegetables, manures 
straw, ice, fresh fish,‘coal, printed books, newspapers, and 
periodicals, plants of all kinds, works of art not imported for 
sale, tombstones and grave railings, old furniture not intended 
for sale, the personal baggage and apparel, professional apparatus, 
tools or implements of trade of passengers arriving, any articles 
for the use of Her Majesty’s service, or for the use of the Govern- 
ment, or for the use of the Governor, or for the use of any place 
of worship, articles for the official use of any foreign consulate 
(provided that a similar privilege is accorded by such foreign 
country to the British consulate therein); fire-extinguishing 
apparatus, machinery and implements for waterworks, improved 
stills and other machinery or appliances considered by the 
Governor in Council to be useful for the development of local 
manufactures or products, packages in which goods are imported 
{except new trunks, canisters, and puncheons) ; racehorses, and 
horses and other animals and appliances imported by circus com- 
panies, if exported within six months; patterns and samples of no 
intrinsic value, surgical implements and appliances, poultry and 
eggs, raw cotton and cotton seed. 


Table of Prohibitions, 


Indecent or obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, lithographic 
or other engravings, or other indecent or obscene articles. 

Under Ordinance No. 17 of 1895 there will be levied during 
the year 1896 an additional import duty of one-tenth of all the 
duties set forth above. } 

Export Duties, 

Under Ordinance No. 19 of 1895 the levying of all export 

duties is suspended during-the year 1896. 
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Sierra LEONE. 


Customs Amendments. 


The following ordinance to amend the law relating to Customs 
duties upon spirits entering Sierra Leone was passed in the 
Legislative Council of that colony on the 27th December 
1895 

“ Whereas it is desirable to amend the law relating to Customs 
duties upon spirits : 

“Be it therefore enacted by the Governor of the colony- of 
Sierra Leone, with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Council thereof, as follows :— 

“J, ‘The Customs Duties Amendment Ordinance, 1893’ is 
hereby repealed. 

“TI. In lieu of the duties hitherto payable upon spirits, there 
shall be raised, levied, and paid unto Her Majesty, Her heirs, and 
successors the following duties :—- 

“A, Spirits and strong waters of which the degree of strength 
can be ascertained by Sykes’s hydrometer :— 

“(1.) For every Imperial gallon of less strength than the 
strength of proof by such hydrometer, and so in proportion for 
any greater or less quantity than an Imperial gallon of such 
strength - - - - Per Imperial gallon, 3s. 

“(2.) For every gallon of proof strength by such hydro- 
meter, and so in proportion for any greater strength of proof 
and for any greater or less quantity than a gallon 

Per proof gallon, 3s, 

“B. Spirits being sweetened or mixed so that the degree of 

strength cannct be ascertained, for every Imperial gallon of 
any greater or less quantity than an Imperial gallon 

Per Imperial gallon, 3s. 

“ Spirits or strorg waters euch as naphtha in its crude state, 

methylated spirits, and perfumed waters, which are totally 

unfit for use as a potable spirit 

An ad valorem duty of 74 per cent 

“Spirits unenumerated = - - - Per Imperial gallon, 3s. 

* TII. 1t shall be lawful for the Governor, and he is hereby 
empowered to exempt, at his di-cretion, from the payment of 


Customs duties, official goods imported into the colony for the use 


of Consulates. 

“TV. This ordinance shall be read and construed with ‘The 
Customs Ordinance,’ 1874, and the ordinances amending the 
same, and may be cited for all purposes as ‘ The Customs Duties 
Amendment Ordinance, 1895,’ and sball not come into force until 
the first day of January 1896.” 
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New SoutH WALES. 


Modifications in Customs Tariff. 


With reference to the notice of modifications in the Customs 
tariff of New South Wales, which appeared cn page 64 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for January 1896, the date on which 
the Bill to amend the said Customs tariff was to come into force 
was January 1, 1896. 
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XVI—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


CLOSING OF NAVIGATION AT ODESSA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Her 
Majesty’s Consu!-General at Odessa, reporting that the navigation 
at that port closed on the 27th January last. 


THe INDUSTRY OF THE CAUCASUS. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, Mr. P. Stevens, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Batoum, states that the year 1895 was not a 
favourable one for those eagaged in the silkworm industry, 
especially in the government of Kutais. About 40 per cent., 
and in some districts as much as 70 per cent. of the silk worms 
died in the fourth and fifth stages of their growth, so that to a 
great extent the labour of the silkworm breeders has been wasted. 
The principal cause of this unfortunate result is to be found in the 
fact that a very large proportion of the grains, or silkworms’ eggs, 
scld to the peasantry, were imported chiefly from Turkey, and 
were of inferior quality, containing the germs of disease, which 
ultimately proved fatal to the worms. With a view to remedying 
this unsatisfactory state of affairs, the central silkworm establ:sh- 
ment at Tiflis has taken steps to bring to the notice of all those 
engaged in silkworm raising, that it will henceforth supply at 
moderate prices what is known as cellular grain, ie., silkworms’ 
eggs that have been microscopically examined for disease, and 
ezch separate grain of which is guaranteed to be free from 
disease. 

The heavy mortality amongst the silkworms, referred to above, 
has resulted in a great scarcity of cocoons of good quality, and 
they have consequently risen considerably in value, us compared. 
with prices ruling last year. Cocoons are now selling at 1l. 16s. 
to 12. 18s. per poud of 36 lbs. English, whereas last year the price. 
was 16s, to 18s. for the same quantity. 

At the Caucasian silkworm establishment at Tiflis 114 persons 
were instructed in silk culture during the first seven months of 
1895. 

The practical advice and scientific instruction whieh has. 
hitherto been afforded only at the sericultural establishment at 
Tiflis was this year extended to other districts, and specialists 
were despatched to the government of Kuta‘s, to Kahetia, and 
the district of Zakatal t> initiate the peasantry into the most 
approved systems of raising the silkworm. In the districts of 
Nuha, Aresh, Djevanshir, Shusha, Djebrail, and Geokchai, prac- 
tical demonstrations were given of the methods of rearing and 
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feeding silkworms in accordance with scientific principles, and the 
cocoons so obtained were reserved for the production of eggs. 
In addition to the increased suin provided in the estimates for 
next year for the maintenance of the sericultural establishments, 
a further sum of 15,0€0 r. is to be allotted for the organisation of 
travelling laboratories, for issuing books on the culture of the 
mulberry tree and the rearing of the silkworm, and for instructing 
the masters of village and lower agricultural schools in the art of 
rearing the silkworm, for which purpose they will be sent to 
Tiflis.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1654). 


RESUMPTION OF TRAFFIC ON THE TRANS-CAUCASIAN 
RaILways. 


A report, dated January 22 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. P. Stevens, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Batoum, stating that through communication between Baku and 
Batoum, both fi r passengers and goods, has been resumed‘on the 
Trans-Caucasian Railway. 

A great deal of work, however, still remains to be executed 
before the line is placed in a thorough state of efficiency and is 
able to bear the amount of traffic which used to go over it previous 
to the occurrence of the breakdown. 

The temporary wooden bridges that have been hurriedly con- 
structed will have to be replaced by iron ones, and very extensive 
masonry work and earthworks still remain to be carried out 
between the railway stations of Molita and Adjamety; it is 
nevertheless worthy of note that quite a number of petroleum 
trains, which were on the line at the time of the interruption, have 
already arrived at Batoum. 

Two pipe lines of small dimensions have also been laid between 
the stations of Molita and Bielogori; one by the Union of Baku 
petroleum refiners, and the other by the outsiders. 


Contracts For Sreet Rais 1n Norway. 


A communication, dated 21st January last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. A. S. MacGregor, Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General at Christiania, stating that according to 
a local Norwegian journal, the North-Eastern Steel Company, 
Ltd., Middlesbrough, through its representative at Christiania, 

’ has just undertaken (secured) the ordinary annual delivery of 
steel rails to the Norwegian State Railways; quantity about 
2,800 tons. 


Exports oF NorWEGIAN FROZEN Fisu To GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated January 29 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. A. Stewart MacGregor, Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General for Christiania, containing a copy of the 
following notice which appeared in the “ Aftenpost ” newspaper 
for the 26th ultimo. 
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Frozen Fish. 
Norwegian Export for the German Army. 


During the past year considerable quantities of frozen fish, 
chiefly haddock, have been sent regularly from Hammerfest to 
Hamburg, where they have been sold at very cheap rates. 

On account of this the German Minister of War has caused 
experiments to be made with a view to ascertaining the nutritive 
value of Norwegian fish as an article of food for the regiments of 
the Guard at Berlin. 

The men have been fed onc? a week on baddock and potatoes, 
and while the soldiers themselves are reported to have liked this 
description of food, the doctors have watched the experiments 
and have reported favourably upon the results of their inves- 
tigations. 

In consequence of this, the Minister of War has therefore 
given orders that in all the garrisons in North Germany, during 
the winter season, Norwegian haddock shall be eaten for dinner 
two or three times a month. 


GERMAN Exports IN 1895. 


A communication, dated February: 5, 1896, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. C. J. Dundas, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Hamburg, reporting that, according to a 
paragraph which has recently appeared in the Hamburg news- 
papers on German exportation in 1895, the value of the whole 
exportation of German industries last year exceedel that of 1894 
by about 18 millions of pounds. 

This st:tement must, however, be accepted with some reserve, 
pending the appearance of the official statistic: to confirm it, but 
there appears to be no reason to doubt that German exports will 
show a very considerable increase, even if it dues not attain to the 
figures above stated. 

The articles which are said to show the largest increase are, 
woollen goods, chemicals and paints, irun and ironware, silk 
goods, cotton goods, and leather and leather goods. 


Bint ror Taxinc ForetgN CompanigEs 1N BELGIUM 


A despatch, dated February 1 last, has been received at the 
Foreizn Office, from Sir F. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Brussels, enclosing text of Bull for subjecting foreign companies 
domg business in Belgium to a patent tax. 

The report of this Bill, which has been put aside for the 
moment, draws attention to the fact that Belgian limited liability 
companies and “Sociétés en Commandite” are subjected to a 
pitent charge of 2 per cent. upon the amount of their profits. 

Previously to 1888, the Belgian Government held that foreign 
companies doing business in this country were liable to the same 
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charge; but in that year an adverse decision of the Court of 
Cassation put an end to this claim. 

Hence foreign companies in Belgium—except insurance com- 
panies, which are subject to a special law of March 24, 1873— 
are in a privileged position as compared with those formed in the 
country. 

For instance, while the “ Banque Nationale” pays an annual 
patent tax of 10,000/.,, the “ Société Générale” one of 7,000/., and 
“the Société d’Anvers-Rotterdam ” (the “ Grand Central Belge ” 
Railway Company) one of 4,280/.; the “ Crédit Lyonnais ” escapes 
with a payment of 45/, 11s. 8d., and some other foreign companies _ 
with even smaller ones. 

Aiter alluding to the attempts respectively made by the 
Municipality of Liege and the Provincial Councils of Liége and 
Brabant to correct the disadvantage in which the Belgian com- 
panies are placed under the existing legislation, the report gocs 
on to urge upon the Government the necessity for immediate 
action in the matter, so as to enable the tax to be levied upon 
foreign companies for their current financial year. 

The bill places all “Sociétés Etrangéres par Actions” which 
have a seat, branch, agency, establishment, or office of any kind 
in Belgium, upon the same footing, as regards patent dues, with 
Belgian companies, whether limited, or “en Commandite par 
Actions,” while only assessing the tax upon the amount of the 
profits derived from the business which they have transacted in 
Belgium. 

The expression “ Société Estrangéres par Actions” is purposely 
used, in order to include certain companies, especially those 
constituted under British law, which might otherwise evade the 
tax, as neither falling under the head of “ Socié!és Anonymes” 
nor under that of “ Sociétés en Commandite par Actions.” 

The Bill further requires every foreign company above referred 
to to appoint, subject to the approval of the Government, a 
responsible and solvent representative, residing in Belgium, who 
shall be liable for the payment of patent dues and of any fines 
which the company may have incurred, and responsible for due 
compliance with the provisions of Article 3 of the Law of 
January 22, 1849, and Article 12 of the Law of July 5, 1871. 


NAVIGATION OF THE DANUBE. 


A despatch, dated 13th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Lieutenant-Colonel ‘Trotter, British 
Plenipotentiary to the» European Commission of the Danube, 
reporting on the autumn session of the Commission. 

Three separate proposals were before the Commission with 
respect to the increase of the tariff dues, but, after a somewhat 
lengthened discussion, it was decided that the rates shuuld be 
maintained in statu quo. The practical result of the vote is that 
the tariff remains as it is for a further period of four years, 
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It is hoped that, with an average harvest, the returns for 1896 
will be fully up to those of 1895. 

The Roumanian Government has resolved to construct at its 
own expense a floating dock at Sulina. This will save the 
Commission the annual subvention of 20,000 franes which it had 
decided to contribute towards the construction of a dock, 


Tue Fiorina Sponce Inpustry. 


A despatch, dated 31st December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Julian Pauncefute, Her Majesty’s Am- 
bassador at Washington, enclosing a report of the British Vice- 
Consul at Key West, Florida, on the Sponge Industry of the 
FloriJa Reef. 

According to this report, the sponge industry on the Florida 
Reefs and surroundings has been, and is now, very successful. 

The best quality of sponges is called “sheep's wool” or Rock 
Island. These sponges are caught in beds from Anclot Keys to 
St. Marks, Florida (off the coast of Apalachicola), with hooks on 
poles from 10 to 40 feet long, They are found in beds at the 
various places without any artificial protection. 

Some six or seven years ago strangers to Florida endeavoured 
to catch sponges by diving, but it turned out a failure. Sponges 
are obtained by private firms or by individuals owning boats from 
5 to 45 tons. 

There are 80 to 100 boats engaged in this industry, with an 
average crew of 10 men. The value of the catch is about 
200,000 dols, per anuum. 

There is another kind, called Key sponges, found on the 
Florida Reefs from Key West to Cape Florida, on the east coast, 
extending about 175 miles. These sponges are of an inferior 
quality, and are taken in small boats, at a depth of 4 to 12 feet, 
The value is estimated at about 36,000 dols, per annum. 

There exists no law controlling the time at which sponges may be 
obtained, but there is a State law passed in 1892 which provides 
that— 

* Whoever dredges or uses a dredge for the gathering of 
sponge in or upon the waters of the Gulf of Mexico within 
three marine leagues of the shore, or upon any of the grounds 
known as sponging ground along the coast-line of Florida from 
Pensacola to Cape Florida, or whoever gathers sponge less 
than 4 inches in diameter, shall be punished for each offence by 
fine not exceeding 500 dols., and by confiscation of the boat and 
machinery ; and in default of the payment of said fine the offender 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year.” 

This law further enacts that— 

** Whoever gathers or catches sponge in and upon any of the 


grounds known as sponging grounds, along the coast of Florida, 


by diving, either with or without a diving suit or armour, shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding 2,000 dols., and by confiscation of 
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all diving suits or armour and boats and vessels used in such 
unlawful gathering of sponge; and in default of payment of said 
fine, the offender shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year.” 


Commerce passinc St. Mary’s Fauus (U.S A.) 

A despatch, dated 29th January last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing copy of a letter from the United: 
States Secretary of War to the House of: Representatives, giving 
information with regard to the commerce passing St. Mary’s 
Falls during the season of 1895. 

According to the above letter, the season of 1895 opened 
April 25 and closed December 11, a duration of 231 days, or 
three days less than in 1894. The Canadian Canal was opened 
September 9 and closed December 4, a period of 87 days, 
relieving the American lock of a very considerable portion of the 
work during the latter part of the season. 

Excluding the traffic through the Canadian Canal, the season’s 
business was the largest known in the history of the canal, and 
exceeded that of 1894 by 16 per cent. in number of vessels 
passed, 9 per cent. in lockages, 23 per cent. in registered tonnage, 
10 per cent. in freight tonnage, and 13 per cent. in passengers. 
On July 17, 1895, the lock passed 119 vessels, which exceeds 
the record cf any single day since the lock was opened to 
commerce. 


Tue Frvances oF MEXIco. 


A despatch, dated December 30 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Minister 
‘at Mexico, stating that Mr. Limantour, the Minister of Finance, 
submitted to the Chamber of Deputies on the 14th instant, a 
fiscal statement of the revenue and expenditure of the Federal 
Government during the fiscal year which terminated on the 
30th of June last, showing the foliowing result :— 


Dols. | £ 
Cash disbursements of all kinds - - 43,967,318.40 | 4,763,523 
Normal cash revenue - 43,945,699 .05 4,761,181 
Deficit - - — 21,619.35 | 2,342 


It should be stated, however, that even this small deficit is 
more apparent than real, for whilst every class of expenditure 
has been inserted in the account, including those to which the 
proceeds of loans were properly applicable, only the normal 
sources of revenue have been taken into consideration. 
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A further despatch, dated 31st December last, has been 
received at the Foreign Office, enclosing a memorandum on the 
Mexican budget estimates for the year 1896-97. 

The memorandum states that, eliminating nominal appropria- 
tions, the estimates of revenue and expenditure for the year 
1896-97, take the following form :— 


| Dols. | 
Estimated cash receipts for 1896-97 - - | 46,101,825.00 | 4,994,780 
Estimated disbursements for 1896-97 - | 46,915,162.52 | 4,985,391 
Surplus - e.« - | 86,652.48 | 9,389 


* Calculated at 26d. to dol. 


Import duties are estimated to produce 18,500,000 dols. against 
17,738,129 dols. collected last year. As, however, there has been 
an increase of nearly two millions in the revenue from these 
duties during the first five months of the current fiscal year, the 
estimate appears very moderate. 

Stamp duties are estimated at 15,572,000 dols., or a little less 
than their actual yield last year. 

Owing to the reduction by 40 per cent. of the tax on salaries, 
the revenue from that source is estimated at 700,000 dols. against 
a yield of 1,211,759 dols. last year. 

Direct taxes. Portazgo dues, consumption dues and telegraphs 
are estimated at about the amounts realised last year. The post 
office is estimated to produce some 200,000 dols. less than last 
year, owing to a reduction in the rate of internal postage ; whilst 
on the other hand an increased revenue of 150,000 dols is 
expected from miscellaneous sources. It should be mentioned 
that if the projected abolition of the alcabalas (interstate duties) 
should be carried out as intended on the Ist of July next, some 
substitute will have to be provided for the portazgo and 
consumption dues. 

The expenditure side of the account presents some features of 
interest of which porhepe the most important is the incurporation 
of the expenses of the Government of the federal district in the 
estimates for the Ministry of the Interior. This incorporation, 
however, depends to some extent on the acceptation by -the 
several States of the scheme for the abolition of the alcabalas. 

Increased appropriations have been made for several depart- 
ments, and provision is made for a grant of 300,000 dols. to the 
municipality of Mexico for the improvement of the sanitary 
works. The completion of the works for the drainage of the 
Valley of Mexico relieves the budget of a charge of 1,000,000 
dols., and enables the l‘inance Minister, while reducing the total 
expenditure of the Public Works Department, to make increased 
allowances for various works now in progress, and in particular 
for the harbour at Vera Cruz, — 
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In calculating the amount required for the interest on the 
foreign debt, the Finance Minister estimates the exchange value 
of the Mexican dollar at only 24 pence. This is a very cautious 
estimate, for the dollar now stands at 26 pence, and 24 pence is 
the lowest rate that has ever been known. 

Annexed is a statement of the various sources of revenue, with 
the amount they are estimated to produce :— 


Taxes on Foreign Trade. 


Dols. 
Import duties - - - 18,500,000 
Export duties - - - - 1,301,825 
Two per cent. for port works = - - 370,000 
Special port duties - - - 47,000 
Lighthouse, tonnage, and storage dues - 102,000 
Shipping licenses - - 1,000 
Pilotage and dues to port masters - 18,000 
Sanitary dues - - - + 60,000 
Consumption dues in federal district - 188,000 
Consular fees - - - 181,000 
Certificates issued by ministers or consuls 
under —_ 24 of the Code of Com- 
merce - - 7,000 
Storage dues at Vera Cruz - - 28,000 
Interiov Taxes payable in the Federation. 
Stamp taxes - - - - 15,572,000 | 
Tax on salaries - - - . 700,000 
Tax on gold and silver - - 2,540,000 


Trade marks and patents = - - 16,000 
Direct taxes in federal districts and terri- 


tories - ~ - - 1,500,000 
Portazgo dues in federal districts and 
territories - 1,630,000 
Taxes on successions and donations 150,000 
Other minor taxes - - 10,000 
Public Services, 
Post Office - - ~ - 1,140,000 
Telegraphs - 550,000 
Proceeds of Tehuantepec Railw ay - 120,000 
Lottery and miscellaneous - - 1,320,000 
46,101,825 


PRODUCTION OF VANILLA IN MExIco. 


~ 


* In adcspatch to the Foreign Office, dated November 5 last, 
Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Minister at Mexico, encloses 
extracts from reports on various subjects issued by the Mexican 
Tnformation Bureau. 
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With reference to the yield of the vanilla plant, a report states 
that 100 vines at three years of age yield, on an average, without 
any cultivation or artificial fertilisation, from 50 to 65 pods; at 
four years, 165 to 225 pods; at five years, 325 to 500 pods; and 
thenceforward the production diminishes annually up to the tenth 
year, when it is necessary to destroy the vines and replace them 
with new ones. 

Some lands produce more, and some less, but on the average, 
taking one year with the other, it may be reckoned that from the 
third to the 10th year each vine will yield two pods a year. 
Between the fourth and sixth years the plantation is in its prime. 
There are vanilla vines which, in their prime, give as high as 
85 pods and more, but these are isolated cases. In a good 
crop under thorough cultivation many of the vines are seen with 
several fruit-bearing branches, carrying as many as 14 or 16 

ods. 

A Vanilla is generally bought and sold in Mexico by the 1,000 
(millar). Green vanilla sells in Oaxaca, Michoacan, and Misantla 
from 5 to 8 dols. per 1,000. Dried vanilla sells in Michoacan 
from 40 to 50 dols. per 1,000, and in Misantla, Papantla, and 
Tuxpan from 50 to 75 dols. Statistics show that there is more 
vanilla exported from the port of Tuxpan than from any other 
port in the world, thus establishing the fact without a doubt that 
the Tuxpan Valley is the natural home of this valuable orchid. 
It is worth in New York city at present from 8 to 10 dols. gold 
per 1 lb., which, as will easily be seen, leaves quite a handsome 
margin of profit, even after all expenses of curing, packing, and 
shipping have been deducted. As much as 300 p:r cent. profit 
has been made on vanilla in good years. — (Foreign Office 
Miscellaneous Series, No. 385.) 


ContTRACT FOR BuILpInc A RAILWAY IN NICARAGUA. 


A communication, dated lst December last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. Walter J. Chambers, Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul at Granada, in the Republic of Nicaragua, report- 
ing that Mr. F. K. Morris, of German nationality, residing and 
doing 2 commercial business in the city of Managua, has 
signed a contract with the Nicaraguan Government to build a 
railway from the town of Masaya, through the villages of San 
Juan, Niquinohomo, Masatepe, San Marcas, Jinotepe, and 
Diriamba, a distance of about 26 miles. 

Mr. Morris is to provide a good telephonic communication all 
along the route, and the necersary stations’ (built of wood with 
iron roofing and painted) at the different towns. The gauge of 
railway will be 2 ft. 6 ins. (English measure) maximum grade 
24 per cent., and minimum for curves 190 ft. or about 30° AIL 
bridges are to be made of iron, painted, and firmly placed on 
cement columns; they will also have to be strong enough to resist 
the weight of two locomotives each of about 20 tons. 
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The rails are to be of steel, weighing 30 lbs. to the yard, placed 
at a distance of 2 ft. 6 ins. on 6 ft. sleepers of hard durable wood, 
spear they will be spiked with 4 in. spikes on either side of 
rail. 

A fence of barbed wire will be placed all along the route of 
line on both sides, consisting of four lines of barbed wire nailed 
to posts 2} yards distant and 24 yards high (English measure). 

In the town of Diriamba, Mr. F. K. Morris will have to erect 
a machine shop with all necessaries such as turning gear, circular 
saw, sledge hammers, blacksmith’s forge, &c., &c., with 20 horse- 
power engine and boiler for motor, also an iron tank standing on 
iron pillars and sufficiently large to hold 6,000 gallons of water, 
and an artesian well with pump and machinery. 

In Masaya, besides the station there will be built for storing 
firewood, a shed, 50 ft. by 21 ft. with iron roofing. 

The work will be commenced within one month after signing 
of contract, and line finished and open to public within two years 
of same date, in payment whereof Mr. F. K. Morris will receive 
the sum of 620,000 silver dollars (equal to 6,200/.) which will 
be handed to him in instalments of 18,000 silver dollars at the 
end of every month, commencing from 31st October 1895. 


Tue Tea Trape oF WENcHOW. 


A despatch, dated January 21, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of a report on the Wenchow tea 
trade by Mr. Fox, Acting Consul at Wenchow, as follows: -- 

_ ©The export of tea from Wenchow, hitherto insignificant, has 

increased so rapidly during the last three years that a few notes 
on the conduct of the trade and its chances of development should 
be of interest to British merchants. 

For many years after the opening of the port to foreign trade 
(in 1877) the tea grown in this district was sent, in an unpre- 
pared state, either overland to Foochow, or by junk and steamer 
to Shanghai and Hankow. At these places it was mixed with 
other teas, losing both its name and distinctive flavour. The 
trade was entirely in the hands of Chinese merchants, who, with 
limited capital, bought only small quantities at a time, being un- 
willing to pay out either the large sums for the cot of conveyance 
to Shanghai or the coast trade duty levied there. This latter 
charge was in. the nature of an advance, the amount being 
refunded to the merchant on reshipment abroad. However, an 
arrangement was made in 1891 by which a bond was deposited 
by the owner of the steamer carrying the tea in lieu of the duty 
referred to above. 

From this time forth the export of tea to Shanghai gradually 
increased. In 1893 a tea firing “hong” was established, and 
green teas (Gunpowder, Imperial, and Young Hyson) appear for 
the first time in the Customs’ Export Returns. There are now 
(1895) five tea-firing establishments in Wenchow, and the export 
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of tea (black, greev, and unfired) has exactly doubled since 1893, 
the figures being 2,668,933 Ibs. for 1895 as against 1,381,600 lbs. 
for 1893, a sufficiently remarkable result when compared with the 
stagnant state of the trade in old established tea ports, like 
Foochow, Amoy, and Canton. The following table will show the 
increase under the different headings since 1891. 


Quantity. 
Black reen and 

(Congou). other Kinds. Unfred. Total 

Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
1891 313,733 10,667 582,533 906,933 
1892 401,200 4,133 620,133 1,025,466 
1893 530,133 _ 851,467 1,381,600 
1894 412,800 35,467 1,201,867 1,650,134 
1895 476,534 679,210 1,513,120 2,668,933 


The prices in Wenchow this year were good, and some of tke 
merchants have made large profits. Black tea averaged from 14 
to 16 dols. (beat Congou 25 dols.) per picul ; green, from 13 to 
15 dols. (best gunpowder 50 dols. per picul). 

Tea can be prepared at less cost in Wenchow than many other 
places owing to the cheapness of labour and the abundance of 
charcoal. Freight to Shanghai, owing to the monopoly of a 
Chinese steamship company, is at present excessive, but the com- 
petition which must inevitably come should the trade of the port 
continue to increase, will effectually remedy this evil. 

The time has certainly arrived for at least one British firm to 
establish a branch in Wenchow and buy teas locally. The 
expenses connected with coolie and cargo boat hire, godown, and 
packing charges are much lighter than. in Shanghai and other 
places, the tea-growing districts are close at hand and easy of 
access, ‘The Chinese dealers will be only too glad to sell their 
tea on the spot, instead of waiting for their profits till it is sold 
in foreign markets. The quality of the tea is good and likely to 
improve. The superior kinds have already been favourably 
commented on by connoisseurs. ‘There is, therefore, a good 
opening at the present time for foreign enterprise in Wenchow, 
and it is to be hoped that British merchants will be the first 
to take advantage. of the situation. 


ProposeD ForEIGN SETTLEMENT AT SoocHow. 


A despatch, dated November 15 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. N. Beauclerk, Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of Legation, at Peking, enclosing copy of a report from 
Mr, Jamieson, Her Majesty’s Consul at Shanghai on a visit made 
by him to Soochow with the view to ascertain the position most 
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suitable for a settlement should it be deemed advisable to apply 
for any special site. Mr. Jamieson states that the Grand Canal 
which runs from Hangchow to Chinkiang skirts the city wall on 
two sides, the south and west, forming part of a continuous moat 
which surrounds the city on all sides, Access from Shanghai is 
obtained by two canals, the more northerly of which enters the 
moat near the east gate, while the other strikes the Grand Canal 
at a point some three or four miles south of the city wall. 

This latter route has the deepest water and is the one usually 
followed by the steam launches and towbsats which now ply 
regularly between Shanghai and Soochow. 

The only part of the land outside the city wall which is at 
present built upon is a strip along the canal on the west side. 

This portion of the waterway is usually crowded with boats and 
may ke considered as the centre of the business quarter. All the 
rest of the ground adjoining the moat is clear of houses, being 
either waste or under cultivation. So far as concerns contiguity 
to the City and amenity of situation any part of this would be 
suitable for a settlement. The greatest depth of water, however, 
is to be found on the south and west sides, that is to say, along 
the line of the Grand canal, and for this reason it would seem that 
the best site for a settlement would be found in this locality. 

A Commission of six officials, most of whom held the titular 
rank of Taotai, had been appointed to confer with Mr. Chinda, 
the Japanese Consul-General in regard to a settlement, but he 
complained of the delays occasioned by the necessity of 
referring every point as it arose to the viceroy at Nanking. He 
had been led to expect that he should find someone with full 
_ powers to settle with him on the spot. Instead of that, none of 
them seemed to have any discretionary power at all, and their 
only instructions appeared to be to keep the settlement as far off as 
possible. Some 10 days had already been spent and no progress 
whatever had been made. 

Their first proposa! was to offer a site on the Shanghai Canal 
near the point where it enters the Hang-chow canal, which is 
some four miles below the city wall, and quite in the open 
country. This was refused and a place asked for somewhere 
near the city moat. This appeared to be outside the scope of 
their instructions; nothing more could be done without reference 
to the viceroy and s) the matter stood. 

Mr. Hippesley, Commissioner of Customs, who had then been 
there for sume eight days, confirmed Mr. Chinda’s statement, but 
added that he understood that the Viceroy had given way so far 
as to offer a place oa the Grand Canal considerably nearer to the 
city than the first-mentioned spot. 

Mr. Lo, a member of the Commission, stated that British 
merchants would be at liberty to claim the advantages of the 
Japanese treaty for purposes of trade if they desired it, and that 
it might be necessary to apply for a site for them to reside in. 

The Shanghai merchants seem to be taking no interest in the 
doings of the Japanese Consul, or the prospective opening of the 
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new ports, and it is doubtful whether English subjects would 
think it worth while to establish themselves at either Soochow or 
Hangchow under present circumstances. It does not, therefore, 
seem at all pressing that immediate steps should be taken for the 
allotment of a site for a settlement. If Mr. Chinda succeeds, as 
he probably will, in getting a place on the south or west side of 
the city it would be easy enough to get a like grant of an adjoin- 
ing piece, or probably it could be arranged to have one site for a 
general foreign settlement. 

The question of rules for the navigation of the inland waters 
and the fixing of the rate of duty to be levied on goods carried 
between Shanghai and these two new ports is one of greater 
importance even than the one of a site. Provably these matters 
will be settled by the Commercial Treaty now being discussed by 
the Japanese Minister at Peking. So far they have not come on 
for discussion at Shanghai. 


Tue East Coast Route tro MAsHONALAND 


_ Ina recent report to the Foreign Office, Mr. A. Carnegie Ross, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Beira, gives an account of the East 
Coast route to Mashonaland, starting from Beira in Portuguese 
territory, through Chimoio and Umtali to Salisbury. 

Mr. Ross divides the journey into four sectiuns, according to 
the means of conveyance. ‘The first being by river steamer from 
Beira to Fontesvilla, a trip of from four to five hours, which will 
be rendered unnecessary when the railway from Fontesvilla is 
completed to Beira. The second section is by rail from Fontes- 
villa to Chimoio, a distance of 118 miles, generally taking nearly 
two days, the train stopping overnight at an 80 mile station, but 
running through each way once a week. From Chimoio to 
Umtali (75 miles) the journey is performed in a postcart drawn 
by oxen or mules driven by natives at the rate of about two miles 
an hour. From Umtali to Salisbury (150 miles) the mode of 
conveyance is also a postcart generally drawn by 10 mules. 

Umtali (in Mashonaland) strikes one very favourably after the 
journey and compared with the camps at Fontesvilla and Chimoio. 
The houses (some 20 in number) are built of brick roofed with 
iron. They are scattered over the township, which is about one 
mile long by half a mile broad, situated in a broad valley ona 
gentle slope facing eastwards. A few of the residents still live in 
-. huts, but these are rapidly giving place to brick buildings. 

udged by the experience of the residents, confirmed by the 
robust appearance of quite a number of young children, the place 
is a very healthy one. In fact, Umtali is said to be one of the 
healthiest townships in Rhodesia, and that in spite of the fact 
that very little has been done to improve —— nature by draining 
or planting of trees. Good water and fuel can be got quite near, 
and clay for bricks and lime are within reach. The township 
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itself is noticeable for its want of trees. It derives its importance 
from the proximity of important gold mines, such as the Penha- 
longa, the Streatham, and others. Scattered about in the neigh- 
bouring valleys and on the slopes of the lower mountains are a 
few farms, whence dairy produce, forage, and grain are supplied 
to the town. 

The principal drawbacks to the East Coast route are— 

1. The irregularity of the ocean steamer service to and from 
Beira, often entailing on travellers a stay of as much as 10 days 
on the unhealthy coast. This irregularity makes it impossible to 
establish a mail service of any importance with the interior. 

This, of course, could be remedied. In 1895 a _ punctual 
fortnightly service was run by the Castle Company. 

2. The want of telegraphic communication between Beira and 
the interior. 

This want is being remedied. 

3. The wretched steamer service between Beira and the 
interior, due to unsuitable plant and bad management, but which 
will soon be displaced by the railway. 

4, The bad effect on men and animals of the country between 


Chimoio and Umtali: probably there is no remedy but a railway 
for this. 

5. The uncertainty of transport along the whole of road 
traversed by ox waggons at the end of the winter season. 
. This has more force on the Cape route where the distance to 
be covered by waggon is so very much greater. 

The inconveniences of passing through a foreign State apply 
to the Cape route as much as to this. 

The roughness of accommodation and of food is not exceptional. 
It is the rule all through South Africa that anything is good 
enough for a post-cart traveller. Ifhe can stand that method of 
conveyance, he will not be deterred from travel by the want of 
clean and comfortable food and sleeping accommodation, to 
provide which would only cost trouble. 

In spite of all these drawbacks, it is now acknowledged that 
for Salisbury, Umtali, and the country to the north and east, 
Beira is the proper seaport. Against the drawbacks above 
enumerated’ have to be placed the following very important 
advantages of the East Coast route, 

1. Its total cheapness. 

2. The shortness of the land journey it entails. ‘ 


3. The shortness of the post-cart journey.—(No, 387, Foreign 
Office Miscellaneous Series.) 
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XVIL—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SuEzZ CANAL. 


According to the “ Canal de Suez” bulletin for the 12th Jan- 
uary last, the number of ships passing through the canal in 
October 1895 was 276, of a gross tonnage of 965,373 tons, 263 
of which showed a tonnage of 913,162 tons. 

Of these 276 vessels 177 were English (671,313 tons), 26 
German (86,743 tons), 23 French (79,133 tons), 17 Dutch 
(43,099 tons), 7 Austrian (20,871 tons), 4 Spanish (16,945 tons), 
6 Italian (13,091 tons), 4 Norwegian (10,835 tons), the remainder 
being composed of 5 Turkish, 4 Russian, 2 Portuguese, and 1 
Chinese vessel. 


Russian Inpustry. 


The Russian flax season, according to the “ Handels Museum,” 
opened in the autumn of 1895 under conditions differing con- 
siderably from those existing in 1894. Stocks of old flax, which 
had affected the market so unfavourably in the previous year, 
were scarcely anywhere in existence at the beginning of the 1895 
season. In general the crop was an average one. In forei 
countries the new flax had suffered from the weather, but in 
Russia much better weather was experienced than in the previous 
year, so that the flax correspondingly improved and the supply of 
the first and second qualities was more abundant than that of the 
inferior varieties. Owing to these circumstances an extension of 
the Russian linen trade and increased exports may be expected, 
especially as the prevalence of fine weather in the autumn 
allowed the whole crop to be steeped and stacked in half the 
usual time. The increased demand for flax may help on a 
general improvement in the market for agricultural produce, 
Prices of cotton and wool, and their manufactures, have risen 
considerably. All varieties of yarns and fabrics were embraced 
in the export trade, which was especially supported by the 
inerease in the demand from the United States, following on 
the revision of the Customs Tariff’ The exports of linen yarn 
from England in October were thus 10°1 °/o above the average 
for the five previous years, and of linen goods 20°4 °/,. Similarly 
the United States imported 8,000,000 yards of linen goods, in 
place of 6,000,000 yards, an increase of nearly 35 per cent. 
About 20 per cent. more German fabrics were imported in 
September than in the corresponding month of the previous year, 
and in October about 22 per cent. more. 

In spite of all these favourable circumstances the Russian linen 
export trade did not become any brisker; on the other hand 
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there was a general reluctance on the part of exporters and 
consequently to some extent a diminution of exports. 

After referring 1o complaints on the part of foreign purchasers 
as to the price and quality of Russian flax, which it declares are 
unfounded, the “ Handels Museum” goes on to discuss the state- 
ment that the present abnormal state of the Russian linen export 
trade is principally the result of speculation. In this connection 
it is observed that in July and August large portions of the future 
flax crop had already been sold. It is natural that traders should 
cease buying as soon as an increase in prices begins to make itself 
more or less felt, so as to produce an artificial fall in prices. In 
this state of affairs, however, the reluctance of foreign firms and 
Russian exporters is surprising. 

The accumulation of large stocks on the market depressed 
export trade before exportation had actually commenced. Prices 
were so unsatisfactory that in some places farmers who had flax 
ready for export tock it back to their store-houses. Such a state 
of things would long ago have affected the prices of flax if there 
had not been in operation special causes arising from the circum- 
stances of internal trade in the present season, Russian manu- 
factories having in fact increased their output as a result of larger 
orders, 

In consequence of this the state of trade in the provinces which 
grow flax for export differs widely from that existing in districts 
in which manufactories are situated. In the former districts the 
reluctance of traders brought trade almost to a standstill, whilst 
in the latter the firmness of buyers made it brisker; as a result 
of this prices of flax varied almost everywhere. 


THe OvERLAND TRADE BETWEEN CHINA AND Russia BY 
WAY OF KIAKHTA. 


According to a recent German consular report, published in 
the “ Handels Museum,” the total value of the overland trade 
between Russia and China vid Kiakhta was 17,940,241 roubles 
in 1894, showing an increase of 672,907 roubles on the 
figures for 1893. The value of the exports from Kiakhta to 
China was 2,614,296 roubles, or 250,058 roubles more than in 
1893. This increase in 1894 is due to the exportation of 
considerably larger quantities of silver and Russian paper. The 
value of silver exported increased from 1,115,781 roubles 
to 1,469,926 roubles, and the paper money exported from 
117,455 to 250,968 roubles. The exports of candy-sugar rose 
from 2,864 pouds, value 29,228 roubles, in 1893 to 4,962 pouds, 
value 37,185 roubles, in 1894. The exports of materials for 
manufactories, &c., were doubled in 1894, the value increasing 
from 17,701 roubles in 1893 to 35,980 roubles in .894. On the 
other hand the total value cf Russian and foreign merchandise 


Feb, 1896.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 211 
exported shows a decline, as in 1893; this decrease is especially 
noticeable in the case of “ mezeritski” cloth, the exports of which 
declined from 176,628 roubles to 121,348 roubles. 

'The value of the imports from China amounted to 15,325,945 
roubles, showing an increase of about 422,850 roubles. ‘This 
increase has arisen to a great extent from the increased value of 
the imports of tea by the Chinese, the figures being 1,564,086 
roubles and 1,331,002 roubles for 1894 and 1893 respectively. 
Other imports of tea show a slight decline, the value imported in 
1894 being 12,836,493 roubles or 142,464 roubles less than in 
1893. ragilinn imports increased in value from 155,938 
roubles to 193,477 roubles, 

The variations in the value of imports, exports, and total trade 
viii Kiakhta in the last decade are shown by the following figures. 
In 1884 the value of the exports was 2,639,480 roubles, of the 
imports 18,233,809 roubles, total, 20,873,289 roubles; in 1889, 
the exports amounted to 3,242,235 roubles, the imports to 
15,630,256 roubles, and the total trade to 17,872,491 roubles; in 
1893 the value cf the exports amounted to 2,364,238 roubles, of 
the imports 14,903,095 roubles, total 17,267,333. For 1894 
the amounts were 2,614,296 roubles, 15,325,945 roubles, and 
17,940,241 roubles respectively. It wil! thus be seen that after 
the fall which took place in 1889 the value of the total trade has 
remained at about the same level. 


Tue NorweeiaAn Herrina FisHery 1n 1895, 


According to a report of the French Consu!-General at 
Christiania, published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” 
the herring fishery season off the Norwegian coasts for 1895 may 
be said to show very satisfactory results, the total quantity being 
estimated at 437,500 tons of fish. 

If this figure be compared with some previous years when the 
amount of fish caught reached from 700,000 to 800,000 tons, it 
may not appear of much importance, but on account of the high 
price maintained throughout, owners reckon the year as a good 
one. The average price has been 10 kroner per barrel, with an 
upward tendency on account of the demand abroad. Another 
advantageous feature of the season has been that the fishery was 
not so localised as before, being spread over a greater stretch of 
coast. 

The principal fish merchants of Trondhjeim have recently 
amalgamated themselves into a society, with the object of studying 
how to increase their sales abroad; hitherto the means they 
have employed have only indirectly affected the foreign trade. 
One special resolution passed with a view to the facilitation 
of business was that for the future barrels of the same size and 
capacity are to be used for herrings, and it has been likewise 
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decided that in order to maintain the preference for their fish the 
fishermen are to be compelled to use greater care in its preparation. 
The formation of the above society would seem to indicate that 
Norwegian trade considers it necessary to have recourse to com- 
bination for the development of its relations with other countries. 


ORGANISATION OF DANISH STATISTICAL BurREAU. 


A communication has been received from M. Marcus Rubin, 
Director of the State Statistical Bureau at Copenhagen, enclosing 
copy of a law, which came into force Ist January last, providing 
for the organisation of a State Statistical Bureau. 

The work of the bureau includes the following :— 

le Statistics of population, including census, births, deaths, and 
marriages. 

2. Judicial and moral.—Including civil and criminal justice and 
moral questions (morality, abuse of alcokol, &c.). 

3. Social—Embracing the conditions of life under various 
social aspects, such as food and consumption. A special feature 
will be a labour report and a report on workmen’s insurance. 

4, Ways and means of livelihood.—Agriculture, industries, 
sheries, finance (including banking). 

5. Education and instruction. 

6. Public reports, such as State and communal finances and 
elections. 

7. International statistics. 


GERMANO-JAPANESE COMMERCIAL JOURNAL. 


According to “ Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
a German commercial journal is to be issued in the Japanese 
language, having for its object the making known of German 
merchandise. This paper will be edited and printed at Berlin 
under the direction of the Eastern Languages Institute, and will 
be distributed gratis among all classes of the Japanese population. 
Expenses will be covered by the advertisements, and by this 
means a direct communication will be established between sellers 
aud buyers, the necessity for intermediary houses established in 
Japan being removed. ; 


Provesep GermMAN ComMerciaAL Mission CHINA 
AND JAPAN. 

The “Handels Museum” of January 2nd, 1896, says that 

Germany 1s following the example of the Lyons Chamber of 

Commerce, which has already been imitated in England. The 
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Crefeld Chamber of Commerce made proposals to the Chambers 
at Elberfeld-Barmen, Gladsbach, and Aix-la-Chapelle to send a 
joint expedition to China and Japan to study the conditions of 
trade in those countries. The Chambers of Commerce at Elber- 
feld, Gladsbach, and Aix-la-Chapelle expressed their approbation 
of the projected mission, but provisionally declined to afford any 
financial support. The Crefeld Chamber of Commerce thereupon 
put itself in communication with the Minister of Commerce, and 
it is hoped that the project may be carried out with the co-opera- 
tion of the State. 


Tne FrencH ComMMERCIAL Mission TO CHINA. 


With reference to the French Commercial Mission fo China, 
organised by the Lyons Chamber of Commerce, and an acconnt 
of which appeared in the * Board of Trade Journal” for October 
1895, pp. 389-90, it is now announced in the “Journal des 
Tarifs and Traités de Commerce ”’ that the Mission made a long 
stay in Tonquin, where they received the warmest welcome. 
_ They thus visited the most important centres of the Delta and 

the establishments of Along Bay (Hongay Kebao), and having 
ascended the Red River as tar as Lao-Kai, entered China on the 
25th November at Long-Po, near the Ho-Keou, one of the new 
Chinese markets recently opened to European trade by the 
Treaty of Shimonoseki, and where France is to establish a con- 
sulaie. The Mission reached Mengtze on the 3rd December. 


PropuctTion OF IRON AND IN ITALY, 


The Belgian “ Bulletin du Musée Commercial ” publishes some 
statistics of Italian iron production in 1894, taken from the 
Official Report of the Royal Office of Mines at Rome. 

According to this, iron ore was produced in 1894 in four 
rincipal districts of Italy, viz., Florence, Milan, Turin, and 
glesias, It is chiefly in the Florentine district that the industry 

has made any advance, the output of the five establishments 
having been 174,229 tons of ore, of an average value of 11 lire 
(8s. 94d.) per ton. Milan preduced only 13,000 tons, valued at 
13°25 lire (10s. 7d.) per ton. 

In all Italy there are 39 iron mines at work, affording occupa- 
tion to 2,178 miners. In the provinces of Carrara, Turin, and 
Iglesias 760 tons of manganese ore was produced of an average 
value of 30°92 lire (24s. 9d.) per ton, and in the province of 
Florence 5,810 tons of ferro-manganese at a valne of & lire 
6s 5d.) per ton. Iron pyrites was produced in the {districts of 

arrara, Florence, and Turin to the extent of 22,638 tons of an 

average value of 13 lire (10s. 4d.) per ton. 
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Iron and steel were produced in eight Italian provinces; the 
principal centre of production is Carrara and the second in 
importance is in the a , of Perugia, near Rome. 

In the year 1894 the output of iron from the province of 
Carrara was 39,000 tons and of steel 32,702; the province of 
Rome produced 2,600 tons of iron and 19,872 tons of steel. 

The output of iron in Milan province was 34,505 tons, and in 
Florence 31,520 tons. 

9,919 workmen were employed in the iron industry of Italy in 
the year 1894, and the value of the total production was estimated 
as follows: Iron 32,218,000 lire (1,289,000/.) and steel 16,769,000 
lire (67 1,000/.). 


Wine Crop or 1895. 

According to the “Journal Officiel ” of the 13th January last 
the wine crop in Italy for the year 1895 amounted to 21,343,400 
hectolitres as against 25,816,588 hectolitres in 1894. The falling 
off in quantity is attributed to the rains falling at a moment 
favourable to the incursion of cryptogamic diseases, 


THe MARBLE QuARRIES OF MaAssa-CARRARA. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel” publishes a report of M. Aréue, 
French Consul at Leghorn, on the marble quarries of Massa- 
Carrara, according to which the number of quarries in the district 
in 1894 amounted to 1,003, of which 409 were in working and 594 
abandoned or temporarily suspended. The total amount of marble 
in the rough produced in 1894 was 206,000 tons, representing a 
value of 14,136,200 lire (565,400/.). The wages paid are as follows : 
foremen, 3 to 4 lire per diem ; hewers and quarriers 2°50 to 3-20 
lire : shifters, 2°20 to 2°75 lire: children, 90 centimes, and women 
1 lira (lira = 9°6d). 

The amount of marble quarried in the Massa-Carrara district 
in 1880 was 102,712 tons, of which 96,905 tons were exported ; 
in 1885 the figures were: production 159,169 tons, export 
122,305 tons; in 1890 production 156,058 tons, export 161,548 
tons ; and in 1894 production 183,870 tons, export 161,750 tons, 


INTERNATIONAL MARKET AND EXHIBITION OF 
AGRICULTURAL MacnInery At VIENNA IN 1896. 

The “Journal Officiel” states that the Imperial and Royal 
Society of Agriculture of Vienna is organising a second inter- 
national market with exbibition of agricultural machinery, to be 
held in the Austro-Hungarian capital ‘from tae 9th to the 14th 
_ May 1896. The first international market was held in the 
month of May last. 
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Applications must be sent, before 15th March 1896, to the 
Committee, 13 Herrengasse, Vienna. Applications concerning 
new apparatus, on which the inventor may wish to have the 
opinion of the committee, will be received by the latter up to 
March | next. 


Tue AustrtAN MINING AND METALLURGICAL INDUSTRIES 
IN 1895. 


The following account of the course of trade in the mining and 
inetallurgical industries of Austria in 1895 is extracted from the 
annual report of the Association of Austrian Mine-owners and 
Tron and Machine Manufacturers as published in the “ Handels 
Museum.” 

Business in the coal and coke trades was very satisfactory 
during the year. Coal was continually in fair demand, whilst the 
demand for coke could only partially be met, and it was so 
considerable as to necessitate the erection of new coke depdéts ; 
under these circumstances prices showed an upward tendency. 
The great demand for coke was caused principally by the continued 
increase in 1895 of the production of pig iron. The prices of 
pig iron showed little alteration, but business was on the whole 
satisfactory. On the other hand, trade in “ commercial” iron was 
unsatisfactory throughout the whole year. The consumption of 
“commercial ” iron decreased in 1895 and, as at the same time the 
imports increased, prices could not be maintained at the figures 
prevailing at the end of 1894. Business in iron for buildings, &c., 
was always brisk, and pillars were especially in great demand. 
The consumption of fine and rough sheet-iron cannot be considered 
satisfactory, but prices were very low and have fallen considerably, 
particularly in the case of fine sheets. Trade in castings was 
brisk, especially in the first six months, but towards the end of 
the year the demand fell off considerably. Rail manufactories, 
though not fully employed, were occupied more in 1895 than in 
1894. 

Locomotive works were well supplied with work in the last six 
months, especially for the State railways; but carriage and truck 
factories were not fully employed. ‘Throughout the whole year 
trade in agricultural machinery was dall ; the purchasing power 
of the agricultural population was diminished owing to the poor- 
ness of the crops, whilst export trade was at a standstill, and 
consequently in many cases workmen had to be turned off. The 
metal market, in which very low prices prevailed at the beginning 
of 1895, took a remarkable upward movement about the middle 
of the year and since continued satisfactory, though with con- 
siderable Huctuations, 
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Coat 1n HunGary 1n 1895. 


The coal industry of Hungary is continually developing. The 
production is increasing and new beds are being opened. Accord- 
ing to the “ Handels Museum ” the operations of the Salg6-Tarjan 
Coal Mining Company were developed with great success, the 
company having purchased the Petrozsény coal works during the 
year. In the chief mining district worked by the company two 
new shafts, at Ettes and Palfalva, were sunk and mining com- 
menced. Work was carried on uninterruptedly in 1895 at those 
mines which had been re-organised in the previous season, and the 
total production in 1895 amounted to about 1,000,000 tons of 
2,204 Ibs., as compared with 950,000 tons in 1894. The in cor- 
poration of the Petrozsény works in the sphere of the company’s 
operations took place in January 1895, and the success of this 
undertaking was shown by the fact that production in 1895 
amounted to about 300,000 tons, or about 50,000 tons more than 
the production in 1894. A further increase in the production is 
projected, and it is hoped with some degree of certainty that the 
production in 1896 will be increased to 400,000 tons. 

In consequence of a strike amongst its workmen in May, the 
production of coal by the Coal Mining Company of North 
Hungary did not attain the figure which had been expected, but 
in spite of the strike the production of coal amounted to about 
360,000 tons, which was readily disposed of. In order to develop 
mining in the Négrad district on scientific lines extensive improve- 
ments are being made, new shafts are being sunk and large tracts 
of land containing coal are being acquired, whilst in order to 
promote the well-being of workmen and officials dwelling-houses 
and other buildings are being erected or extended. Works are 
similarly being carried out in the Gran district on a large scale, 
and every preparation is being made to develop the coal beds 
there, which are likely to prove very rich. 

The Hungarian General Coal Mining Company raised and 
sold 250,000 tons in 1895, or 70,000 more than in 1894. ‘The 
Kirdld mines are being extended by new buildings, and at present 
a large shaft is being sunk with the most modern machinery. 
This shaft will shortly be ready for working and will yield about 
200,000 tons annually. The mine at Sajo-Szentpéter has two 
shafts, and there are workmen’s dwellings and a school iu con- 
nection with it, At present about 200 tons of coal are raised 
daily. The Kiréld and Sajo-Szentpéter mines will produce 
350,000 tons in 1896. 

The Urikdny-Zsilthaler Mining Company increased its 
production considerably in 1895 and sold 16,377 tons of coal as 
compared with 9,144 tons in 1894, but the annual balance sheet 
of the company shows a loss of 40,671 florins. The Coal-mining 
and Brick-making Company raised in 1895 194,000 tons of coal 
as compared with 185,500 tons in 1894, 


} 


Feb. 1896.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 217 


Crnsus oF HunGARIAN GyPsIEs. 


The Hungarian Government has just published, under the 
title of Czigdnydsszeirds Eredményei (Buda Pest, 1895), a census 
of the gypsies in Hangary, which claims notice as the first 
attempt which has ever been made systematically and ethno- 
demographically to deal with the subject of these nomads in 
any part of the world. The wide distribution and large numbers 
of gypsies in the centre of Europe had long attracted the attention 
of Mr. Karl Hieronymi, and when, in the latter part of 1892, he 
was made Hungarian Home Secretary, one of his earliest acts 
was to order the collection of statistics in this direction. The 
census was completed in 1893, but it has taken two years to 
verify and arrange the results, and bring them out in the present 
form. The report deals not with the nomadic classes only, 
but with all persons of gypsy birth, and close attention 
has been given to the varieties of race, language, habits, and 
domicile. 

The total number of gypsies in Hungary is given as 274,940, 
of whom 138,070 are males and 136,870 females. They prepon- 
derate most in the south-east, on the borders of Roumania, but 
they are numerous, especially the nomadic gypsies, on the west 
side of the Danube, the eastern counties from Buda Pesth down 
to the frontier of Servia being almost entirely free from them. 
They occupy the country between Debreczen and the Carpathians. 
In only one county of Hungary, Gyér (vr Raab), are they practi- 
cally non-existent, in consequence of very strict local laws against 
vagabondage. 


CEessaTION OF ReGuLAR Lines ON THE DANUBE. 


The French Consul at Galatz states that the boats of the 
Fraissinet Steamship Company have made their last journey 
for the season. The Austrian-Lloyd, on ‘the 15th December, 
made its last trip between Galatz, Braila, and Constantinople, as 
has also the Ottoman “ Courgi Company ” and the Italian Florio- 
Rabattino. On the 18th December last the Russian company of 
navigation onthe Black Sea and Danube made their final trip 
between Galatz and Odessa. The Austro-Hungarian Danubian 
Company will continue its service between Galatz and Turnu 
Severin until further notice, but will take very little cargo in 
addition to passengers. After the 25th December the Danube 
is seldom visited by steamers except in an unusually mild 
season. 
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JAPANESE STEAMSHIP LINE TO THE UNITED STATEs. 


The Japanese Consul at Tacoma, Washington, has, according 
to the “Handels Museum” of December 26, 1895, officially 
announced that he has been commissioned by his Government to 
select a port on the Pacifie Coast, the best suited as a port of 
arrival for Japanese steamers, it being the intention of the 
Japanese Government to pay substantial subsidies to a steamship 
company which will make regular voyages between Japan and the 
Pacific coast. Regular steamship communication already exists 
between Japan and Australia. 


Minine At Care Horn. 


What might be termed the revival of gold mining on the 
American continent has demonstrated, according to the New 
York “Engineering and Mining Journal,” that not only can 
gold be profitably mined under the disadvantage. of the short 
summer season and long winter of Alaska, but that in the in- 
hospitable region of Cape Horn, the other extremity of the 
continent, where the snow is always present on the higher ground, 
the search for gold is successful. 

To trace back the history of gold mining, or rather washing and 
_ sluicing gold from the magnetic iron sands of the mainland and 
islands adjoining the Straits of Magellan, sounds like a romance. 
The conditions also are so exceptional that the industry as carried 
on there to-day cannot fail to interest men who are striving to 
make their fortune in gold seeking elsewhere. Water has to be 
contended against, but not such water as is met with in sinking a 
shaft, which can be overcome by capital providing sufficient 
pumping power to control it. It is the water of the ocean, and 
impossible to control; and yet that very agent replenishes the 
supply of black sand from which the gold is won. 

It may well be, from imperfect prospecting work, that no veins 
have been discovered which furnish the supply of gold, and that 
no placer ground of any great extent has been found much above 
tidewater level. At all events, the facts are plain that on the 
shores of the mainland and on those of the adjacent islands just 
above high-water mark, by removing a few feet of sand and 
gravel, a layer of black sand is found containing an unusually 
large amount of heavy gold. More frequently this thin bed of 
magnetic iron sand crops out between high and low water mark, 
and as it has been found impossible by any pumping to keep a 
shaft dry above high-water mark, and coffer dams have proved 
useless, the attempt to win the gold in that way has been 
abandoned and the sand is gathered up when the tide is out, the 
men consequently being compelled to work less than one shift in 
24 hours, including washing out the gold. Under these conditions, 
however, they are reconciled to a certain extent to their enforced 
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idleness by the action of the ocean, as after each tide, especially if 
the weather is stormy, they find their supply of black sand the 
same as before, 


Scarcity of Woop 1n Asta MINor. 


The “ Revue d’Orient ” states that Marshal Chakir Pacha, 
inspector-general of the vilayets of Anatolia, has just proposed 
to the Sublime Porte the adoption of certain urgent measures in 
face of the want of fuel which is apparent in the vilayet of 
Erzeroum, where there are no forests except that of Erzindjian. 
Firewood brought from a point 30 hours away is sold at 10 paras 
the ccque, a price which might reach 30 paras. To obviate such 
an eventuality, the Marshal proposes the construction of a road 
across the pass of Courdji-Boghaz to the forests of Essir-Caza 
and a grant to the municipality of the right of exploiting the eoal 
mines in the neighbourhood of that town. As far as the 
afforestation of the province is concerned, Chakir Pacha insists on 
the necessity of making it compulsory on the population to plant 
a certain number ef trees each year. 

The Marshal adds to his letter a proclamation to the same effect 
to be published in different parts of the province. These various 
plans have been under the consideration of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Mines, and Forests, and made the subject of a 
report which has been sent to the Sublime Porte. 


REFERENCES AS TO STABILITY OF MERCHANTS ESTABLISHED 
IN JAPAN. 


In a report of the French Consul-General at Yokohama it is 
stated that in a country of extra-territurial jurisdiction like Japan, 
the interior of which is completely closed to strangers, the consuls 
find it difficult or impossible to reply to all questions as to the 
reputation, commercial morality, and extent of credit of merchants 
and firms established in their districts. 

In Japan foreign merchants are compelled to reside within the 
limits of the European concessions, and not being permitted to 
own anything outside these limits the majority of them are lodgers 
in the houses they occupy. Their pecuniary situation can only be 
judged by appearances, often very deceptive; one who makes a 
grand show may be working with other people’s money, owning 
nothing of his own and likely to become bankrupt in 24 hours; 
another without any outward show may be concerned in important 
affairs. If enquiries are made at the local banks, those institu- 
tions may plead professional secrets ; even if they consent to give 
any information it will be rather to their own customers or to 
merchants who can bring them business than to consuls who 
may be suspected of opening official enquiries into any matter. 
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As to the commercial morality of persons or firms, a consul can 
of course give an opinion with regard to his compatriots, but nine 
times out of ten it is about foreigners that the information is 
required, and in such a case a vague formula is given as a reply, 
such as that nothing has been seen or heard which could impugn 
the commercial morality of the persons or firm in questions, 


New Rasiways IN CHINA. 


The “ London and China Telegraph ” states that it is rumoured 
that an Imperial Edict has been issued appointing officials to take 
charge of the construction of a railway from Tientsin to Lukow, 
about seventy-five miles, at an estimated cost of 2,400,000 
haikwan taels; and the line is to be continued to Hankow, about 
500 hundred miles further, as soon as a suitable man with ten 
million taels comes forward to undertake the work. The Govern- 
ment premises not to obstruct, but to do everything that is good 
for the success of the scheme. It is also reported that a syndicate 
of Hong Kong Chinese has obtained a concession for a railway 
between Canton and British Kowloon, and that negotiations have 
been completed for the opening of Wu-chow-fu as a treaty port ; 
but both these rumours are very doubtful. 

The native papers state that the Viceroy Chang Chih-tung has 
given the laying of the Shanghai Soochow Railway to three 
Belgian engineers, who have the sole control of the building of 
the said line. 


Inp1an Cotton Crop. 


The “Times of India” states that the Second General 
Memorandum on the Indian cotton crop of the season 1895 is as 
follows :—The area sown is below the area of the previous year, 
but the decrease is generally small, and is due chiefly to the long 
break in the rains during the sowing season. In Madras the 
decrease is only 2°3 per cent. and in Berar the deficiency is 3°6 
per cent.; but in the Central Provinces the area of important 
cotton-growing tracts shows an increase which counterbalances 
the diminished areas in the other districts. In Bombay and Sind, 
though the area is not expected to equal that of the preceding 
year, it is generally in excess of the normal, except in the early 
districts of the Deccan, where the area is less by 9 per cent. than 
either the normal or last year’s area. In the Punjab and the 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh the area is Jess than that of 
Jast year by 8°5 and 5 per cent. respectively. 

Rainfall in the early part of the season was not favourable, and 
the crop appears to have suffered more or less from the long break 
in the rains in July and August. In Madras the rainfall was 
very favourable in some parts, while in others it was either 
excessive or in defect; but recent rains have improved the 
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prospects. In Bombay and Sind the rainfall was generally 
deficient, and retarded sowings; and though the season has 
ubsequently proved beneficial, more rain is still needed. In the 
Punjab also rain was insufficient, but the crops have not yet 
suffered much in consequence, and prespects generally are satis- 
factory. The season ia the North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
was favourable, and the weeding of the crop .was satisfactorily 
carried out. In the Central Provinces also good weather 
prevailed, and prospects are decidedly good; but in Berar the 
long break in the rains did some harm. Recent rainfall has, 
however, greatly improved the condition of the crop, which is 
on the whole fair. 

The probable outturn may be described as fair to good in 
Madras, and fair in Bomtay and Berar. In the Punjab the 
outturn is expected to be equal to the average, and in the N.-W. 
P. and Oudh only very slightly below. 


Tue Harsour oF KuRRACHEE. 


The survey of Kurrachee harbour reported on by the Port 
Engineer was, according to the “ Times of India,” the thirty- 
second, and the net result of ‘the year’s work was an increase in 
water space of nearly six and three-quarter millions of cubic feet. 
The chief improvement was made at the entrance to the harbour, 
where there is now a throagh navigating channel of not less than 
twenty-four feet and a half at low-water springs. The width of 
the entrance between the twenty feet contours has been sub- 
stantially increased, and is now two hundred and fifty-six fathoms 
as compared with fourteen hundred feet twelve months ago. 
Kurrachee harbour has now been brought up to the level 
of the Suez Canal so far as the draught of steamers is concerned, 
The official notification as regards the available depti of water in 
the entrance channel gives thirty-two feet and a half at high- 
water mean spring tides, and twenty-nine feet at high-water 
mean neap tides, and the maximum draught allowed has been fixed 
at twenty-six feet in the south-west monsoon and twenty-eight 
feet in the fair season. The dredging operations of the year 
comprehended the revival of nearly three-quarters of a million 
tons of material, or very considerably over fourteen million cubic 
feet. The blasting operations will be continued until vessels of 
ordinary draught can enter or leave the port at any state of the 
tide. The total improvement in water space effected in the 
entrance during the year was nearly two per cent., of which 
about half was due to “ scour.” In every direction the year was 
one of progress, and the facilities provided in the matter of 
janding and wharfage are already not only abreast but ahead of 
the times, as is evidenced by the empty berths at the wharves and 
moorings in the stream. Dependent as it is upon Sind and the 
Punjab for its exports, what Kurrachee now asks for is a direct 
line to Delhi and Cawapore, and a map of the suggested route 
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vid Shadipalli, Pachpadra, Jodhpur, Kuchaman, and Rehwari is 
appended to the Port Engineer’s report. The total distance of 
this line would be seven hundred and forty-nine miles from 
Kurrachee to Delhi, thus giving the Sind port an advantage of a 
hundred and forty-one miles over Bombay. For more than half 
the distance this line is already in existence, but to link it up and 
extend it along the most direct course is estimated to cost nearly 
two crores rupees. It is the opinion of the Port Engineer that 
Kurrachee could thus be easily put in direct communication with 
Delhi by a route that could enable the local merchants to compete 
successfully with Bombay for the grain trade of Upper India, 
and that for less than half the money that the Government are 
about to spend on shortening a route which will still leave the 
mileage balance in favour of Bombay. 


CANADIAN SHIPPING, 


The tonnage of Canadian sailing vessels and steamers twenty 
years ago was a million tons. It is not so much to-day, the 
tonnage at the close of 1894 being placed by the Government 
Blue Book at 869,624 tons, represented by 7,245 vessels. Of 
this total number, which is by no means small, 1,640 are steam 
craft, with a tonnage of 240,906 tons. The reason for this 
decline, according to the Toronto “‘ Monetary Times,” is largely 
supplied by the fact that the wooden ships, which were so freely 
built in the maritime provinces and carried Canadian products to 
every foreign country, are being superseded by those of iron and 
steel construction, built on the Clyde and on the Tyne. That 
this is the case is shown, if proof were needed, by the official 
figures. The decline in the tonnage of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island was from 630,175 tons in 
1892 to 527,339 tons in 1894, which is equal to 16.32 per cent., 
though at the same time the number of craft owned by these 
three provinces has risen from 3,873 to 3,904, which indicates 
probably that there are more coasters and tishing schooners, and 
fewer big ocean-going ships and barques. The difference in 
tonnage may be gleaned from the returns in this way: in 1892 
the tons per vessel were 192 for New Brunswick and 156 for 
Nova Scotia, in 1894 the tons per vessel were 136 for New 
Brunswick and 137 for Nova Scotia. Quebec, which used to 
build such handsome wooden clippers, that made a goodly showing 
in the Navigation Returns, is now down to a total of 160,590 
tons, though her decline since 1892 is trifling. 

On the other hand, the province of Ontario shows an increase 
of tonnage equal to 6,775 tons between 1892 and 1894, which, 
however, consists of lake and river craft, while the western 
provinces of British Columbia and Manitobu are in 1894, re- 
spectively, 3,007 ions and 597 tons ahead of their 1892 record. 
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A comparison by Provinces will show the standing of each in this 
particular :— 


| 


Dee. 31, 1892. Dee. 31, 1894. 

No. Registered No. Registered 

Vessels. Tonnage. | Vessels. | Tonnage. 

New Brunswick = - - | 946 181,779 1,003 136,257 
Nova Scotia - - | 2,781 426,690 2,710 371,432 
Quebec = 162,638 1,427. 160,590 
Ontario : -| 1,847 141,750 1,480 148,525 
Prince Edward Island - | 196 22,706 191 
British Columbia - - | 298 23,448 336 26,455 
Manitoba | 81 6,118 98 | 6,715 
Total ~ - | 7,007 964,129 7,245 | 869,624 


The value of the vessels built and registered in the Dominion 
during last year, if taken at 35 dols. per ton, would reach 740,000 
dols. There were 326 new craft built, of an aggregate tonnage 
of 21,243 tons, or only about 65 tons each, which must mean that 
a large share of them were fishing boats, or small craft for 
internal navigation. 


UNDEVELOPED CoAL FIELDS OF CANADA. 


The “ Canadian Gazette” states that it is believed in Alberta 
and British Columbia that this year or next will see the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company build through the Crow’s Nest. When 
a line is built, there will be opened up a coal field of great wealth. 

The coal fields in the East Kootenay district, in what is known 
as the Crow’s Nest Pass, lie in a south-easterly direction from Fort 
Steele, a distance to the nearest available coal of about sixty miles, 
These coal fields in the near future will have a world-wide repu- 
tation, both on account of the quality and quantity, and are without 
doubt the best coal fields in America, undeveloped. The western 
outcrop of the field is on the side of a mountain in the valley of 
Elk River, one of the largest tributaries of Kootenay River, on 
the eastern side, and the coal seems to have been traced a distance 
of 40 miles, with surface cross-cuts made at intervals showing the 
seams and walls. 

The lowest known seam is some 1,500 feet above the drainage 
level of the valley, and is 30 feet in thickness. One hundred feet 
higher there is another seam 30 feet thick, then comes a seam 
15 feet thick, then a small three-foot one, then a seven-foot one, 
and then another 30-foot seam, and above these there are five more 
workable seams from four to ten feet in thickness—11 seams in 
all, making a total of 148 feet in thickness of coal exposed. These 
seams dip with the mountain easterly at an angle of 30 to 35 
degrees, the upper seams having the least dip. 
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There are three large creeks cutting this coal field, the seams 
are exposed on the banks of these creeks, and openings can be 
made to mine the coal without much preliminary expense. The 
cuts made by the creeks are more valuable than so many tunnels 
to prospect the coal, because there is room to operate the mines on 
both sides of the creek, and the mines are proved to be permanent 
without any cost. In addition to the coal on Elk River, further 
east on Martin’s Creek and other tributaries of Mitcheel’s Creek, 
which is a large fork of Elk River, there is another large body cf 
coal above the Elk River field, but of smaller area, a great 
amount of the field having been carried away by natural causes 
through the different ages since the coal was formed. The aggre- 
gate of the depth of the seams of coal in the upper basins is 
somewhat more than on Elk River, so that if a shaft be sunk 
through the whole field there would be found 300 feet of coal in 
workable seams. It would be hard to tind another field of coal 
with so much coal to the acre, and so easy and cheap to work. 

‘The eastern outcrop of the field is near the summit of the Rocky 
Mountains, the average distance from the western crop being 10 
miles, showing a coal field 40 miles north and south by 10 miles 
east and west, and an area exceeding 250,000 acres. The coals in 
this field differ, owing, no doubt, to the different ages of the coal, 
there being three different qualities. The lower seams are anthra- 
cite in their nature, while the upper seams are the bituminous 
coals. In betweer, both above and below the bituminous coals, 
are a number of seams of coal different from anything heretofore 
known. It is somewhat similar to cannel coal, but superior to any 
cannel known. 

These coals have been analysed and tested by different parties, 
amongst them Professor Hoffman, Government Assayer at Ottawa 
for the Geological Department, and the results, as shown in the 
Department reports, prove that they would lose nothing by 
comparison with the best coals of the same variety in Penn- 
sylvania. Owing to their position these coals can be mined at a 
small cost, and can be loaded on cars ready for shipment at 1 dol. 
25 cents per ton, and with ordinary freight rates can be placed on 
all the western markets to compete with any and all of the coals 
now used, 


DEVELOPMENT OF BaitisH CoLuMBIA, 


The “ Monetary Times” states that in British Columbia new 
mining discoveries and further developments of working operations, 
some of the latter involving transfers of important properties, are 
reported from various quarters. One of the most significant of 
such movements probably points to an early large development of 
gold and copper mining in the upper country by means of ample 
American capital, and may thus lead in that section to a general 
expansion of activity as remarkable as that of other parts. 
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Reports of valuable gold finds about Harrison Lake, and in 
Sumas Mountain, at points mainly accessible by means of Fraser 
River navigation, are rousing better hopes in New Westminster 
city, which has suffered somewhat severely from stress of Vau- 
couver competition. There seems to be actuality behind certain 
of these reports, but nothing very definite is yet ascertainable. 
Meanwhile money payments—a sign, of course, of local improve- 
ment—are being better made in New Westminster, where a 
larger proportion than expected of prompt payments of city taxes 
for the year has just been made. 


Tue Crops OF MANITOBA FOR 1895. 


The “Canadian Gazette” states that the Manitoba Govern- 
ment has issued its last crop bulletin, which details completely 
the marvellous harvest of 1895. The total wheat acreage is 
shown to have been 1,140,276, from which 31,775,038 bushels 
were raised, an average of nearly 28 bushels per acre. Of oats 
there were 482,658 acres with a total product of 22,555,733 
bushels, or an average of nearly 47 bushels per acre. The barley 
acreage was 153,839; total yield 5,645,036; average per acre, 
36°69. Of flax, 1,281,354 bushels were raised; of rye, 81,082 
bushels ; and peas, 28,229 bushele. The total grain crop is thus 
shown to be 61,566,472 bushels, an amount nearly 4,000,000 
bushels in excess of the Government’s estimate made just before 
* the threshers got to work. Of potatoes there were 16,716 acres 
under crop, with a total production of 4,042,562 bushels; the 
average yield per acre being nearly 244 bushels. The total crop 
of roots and potatoes was 6,327,845 bushels. Crop correspondents, 
in the course of their remarks, say that the immense wheat crop 
has enabled farmers to sell as much as was sold at this date last 
year, eo that they can pay off pressing liabilities while still hold- 
ing the greater part of their crop for higher prices. The bulletin 
shows that the stock exports were nearly doubled during last 
year, and the figures show that stock raising for export is growing 
to such proportions that it will soon become as important an 
industry as wheat raising. A great advance has also been made 
in dairy products. The output of butter and cheese was valued at 
nearly 200,000 dols. The bulletin shows that 5,000 harvest 
hands from Ontario assisted in garnering the crop, and were paid 
400,000 dols. by the farmers in wages. 


TRADE OF THE CAPE OF Guoop Hops. 


A communication, dated January 6 last, has been received 
frem the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope enclosing 
extracts from the Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette of 
December 13 last, from which it appears.that the value of the 
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imports into the colony for the eleven months ended 30th Novem- 
ber 1895, including specie, amounted to 17,364,000/., as compared 
with 10,548,000/. for the corresponding period of 1894. With 
regard to the exports, the total value for the eleven months 
ended November 30, 1895, including specie, was 15,410,000/., 
as compared with 12,753,000/. for a like period in 1894. 


REVENUE Returns oF Care CoLony. 


.A communication, dated January 6 last, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copies 
of comparative statements from which it appears that the revenue 
received in the month of November last was 550,8731., showing a 
net increase of 138,560/. on the corresponding amount for 1894. 
For the five months July—November 1895 it amounted to 
2,618,825/., showing a net increase of 493,994/. on the amount 


for the corresponding period of 1894. 


Rattway Trarric Earnines oF Care CoLony. 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” for the 24th 
December last publishes a statement from which it appears that 
the traffic earnings on Cape Government railways for the month 
of October last were 318,208/. as compared with 247,602/, in 
October 1894. For the ten months ended October the total traffic 
earnings were 2,690,983/. as compared with 2,240,643/. in 1894. 


Rattway Trarric 1n New Soutn WaAtzgEs. 


From communications received from the Agent-General for 
New South Wales it appears that the earnings of the New South 
Wales railways in October last amounted to 308,423/, as com- 
pared with 326,138/ in October 1894. In the ten months ended 
31st October 1895 the aggregate earnings were 2,280.6591. as 
compared with 2,218,121/. for the same period of 1894. 

As regards the tramways the receipts for October last 
-amounted to 23,983/. as against 23,9117. in 1894. 

The earnings of the Government railways for November last 
amounted to 311,734/., as compared with 338,575/. in November 
1894, In the 11 months ended 30th November 1895 the aggre- 
gate earnings were 2,592,393/., as compared with 2,556,696/. for 
the same period of 1894. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for November last 
amounted to 23,537/., as against 24,024/. in 1894. 

The length of line now open is—railway, 2,531} miles; 
tramway, 61 miles. 
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MERINO SHEEP, 


According to a statement in the “ Adelaide Observer” the 
total number of the sheep in the world is estimated to amount to 
555,000,000. Of this number more than one-third, nearer one- 
half, are Merinos. Though a change has set in recently in favour 
of “long wools,” the 16,000,000 sheep which Australia has added 
to her flocks during the last five years have been chiefly “ fine 
wools,” and of the total 122,000,000 sheep in Australia, it is 
stated that 110,000,000 are Merinos, In South America the 
increase of the Merino has been phenomenal during recent years, 
Of the 75,000,000 sheep in the Argentine not fewer than 
45,000,000 are Merinos; of the 28,500,000 sheep in Mexico, 
Chili, Peru, Brazil, &c., 16,000,000 are Merinos, and of the 
46,500,000 sheep in the United States and Canada probably more 
than 5,000,000 are Merinos, making in all 65,000,000 Merinos in 
America. In Europe there is said to be very nearly the same 
number, Spain has more than 12,000,000 Merinos ; and France, 
Germany, and Russia must each now have almost as many fine- 
woolled sheep as Spain; while the Merino either predominates or 
is bred extensively throughout every other European country 
outside the British Isles. Asia and Africa, with 78,000,000 sheep, 
have at least 15,000,000 Merinos. There are thus some 
150,000,000 pure-blooded Merino sheep in the world at the 
present time, not to mention the various other breeds which have 
one or more crosses of the Merino in them. 


TrADE OF New ZEALAND FoR 1894-95, 


The “New Zealand Trade Review” in a recent number 
compares the result of the aggregate trade of New Zealand for 
the past year with previous years, according to the record 
presented in the official returns of the Customs department. For 
this purpose the totals of exports and imports for the last six 
years and the balances, or excess of exports over imports, are 
stated. The following are the figures :— 


Year. Exports. Imports. Excess of Exports. 
£ £ 
1894-95 - - 8,678,569 5,866,332 2,812,237 
1898-94 - - 8,851,066 6,183,860 2,667,206 
1892-98 - - 9,120,203 6,491,364 2,628,839 
1891-92 - - 9,285,884 6,764,574 2,521,310 
1890-91 - - 9,778,952 6,298,371 3,480,581 
1889-90 - - 9,784,530 5,828,816 8,955,714 


The above figures are exclasive of specie, but for the last few 
years the banks have, in preparation for possible emergencies, 
been strengthening their position by impor‘ing large amounts 
in specie, a considerable proportion of which is still in evidence 
in the increased holdings of coin shown in the bank returns, 


G 2 


: 
q 
q 
fi 
i 
q 
\ 
t 
4 
4 
q 


228 CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF UNITED KINGDOY.  [Feb. 1896. 


- XVIII—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Belfast.—The annual meeting of the Belfast Chamber of 
Commerce was held on February 4 Jast, Mr. R. L. Patterson, the 
outgoing president, in the chair. The annual report was adopted, 
and Mr. Patterson delivered a long address on subjects of interest 
during the past 12 months, including the Board of Commissioners 
on Irish lights; Holyhead mails; Ulster Conciliation Board, 
recent gold discoveries, and their probable effect on the value 
of money; linen trade of Belfast ; Jurors’ Act; the question of 
a training-ship for Belfast Lough; and the centenary of the 
Chamber. 

The Marquis of Londonderry, K.G., was elected president for 
the year. 


Blackburn.—The annual meeting of the Blackburn Chamber 
of Commerce was held on 5th February last, Mr. H. Harrison, 
J.P., president, in the chair. 

In his annual address to the members the president said, with 
reference to the Indian cotton duties, that they might look with 
some slight satisfaction at the Bill which had just passed the 
Indian Government, but nothing less than the entire abrogation 
of the duties would satisfy that Chamber. The Billi was more in 
favour of the Indian millowners than of the millowners in this 
country, especially the spinning industry, and they could not help 
but see it if they went carefully into the matter. In Bombay 
there were 32,000 looms, and he thought he was fair in saying 
that, considering the export of the productions of these looms, a 
very small number would be subject to any duty at all. 

The proposal of the Blackburn Chamber to send a commercial 
mission to China had been exceedingly well received generally 
by the Ckambers of the country. So many trades would like to 
join the mission as to make it difficult to know what to do, It had 
been thought desirable to unite the cotton trade of Lancashire with 
the weollen trade of Yorkshire. Indeed, the Chamber had been 
most anxious for Yorkshire to join them, and had made every 
effort to induce them, but it was very unlikely they would. Under 
those circumstances they would have to rely upon themselves, 
Oldham thoroughly approved of the mission, and it was hoped to 
obtain the support of Manchester. Their next duty would be to 
have an interview with Mr. Curzon and permanent officers at the 
Foreign Office, and ask for their assistance. The probable cost of 
the mission would be 3,000/. a year, and he thought the Chamber 
might make a grant from its funds. It was to be noted also that 
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the Leeds Chamber of Commerce had taken up the question of 
opening the south-western markets of China. 

The president further made reference to railways in India, 
local trade, and, touching on the subject of the Paris Exhibition i 
of 1900, he said, whilst he should be very glad if some townsmen 
exhibited, he could not advise them to exhibit samples of their 
best manufactures except an increase in our trade with France 
followed. 


Bristol—The usual monthly meeting of the council of this 
Chamber was held on January 23 last, Mr. George H. Perrin 
in the chair. 

The official programme of resolutions for the annual meeting of 
the Associated Chambers of Commerce was presented. 

A circular-letter was read from the London Chamber of 
Commerce, announcing that the Congress of Chambers of Com- 
merce of the empire would be held in London in June next. 
Amongat the subjects down for consideration are :—Commercial 
relations between the mother country and her colonies and 
deperdencies ; boards of labour conciliation and arbitration ; 
codification of the commercial law of the empire ; bills of lading 
reform; commercial) education ; the decimai system of weights 
and measures and currency ; imperial penny postage ; light dues ; 
railways—light railways ; railway communication with India and 
the East; inter-colonial trade relations; arbitration for inter- 
national disputes; igperial trade marks registration and patent 
law ; cable communication—construction, rates, codes ; steamship 
communication—rates, subsidies, war risks, insurance ; closer 
connection between Governments and chambers of commerce by 
establishment of commercial advisory or consultative councils, 
home and colonial ; bills of exchange—uniform procedure ; supply 
of Government publications to chambers of commerce and mutual 
interchange of documents; Parliamentary commercial parties, 
home and colonial; representation of the United Kingdom in 
colonies, and of colonies in the United Kingdom, to make up for 1 
want of consular officers, who are only appointed to foreign } 
countries; appointment of an Imperial council to consider 
questions of Imperial interest ; and copyright. 

Other business transacted was of local interest only. 


Glasgow.—The annual meeting of the Glasgow Chamber of 
Commerce was held on 20th January last, Mr. Walter Duncan in 
the chair. 

The president, in moving the adoption of the annual report, 
referred in a speech of some length to the chief events in the : 
commercial world of the past year, with especial referenc: to 
progress in Japan, colonial expansion, bi-metallism, and strikes and ; 
industrial conflicts. 

Leeds—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Leeds 


Chamber of Commerce was held on February 5 last, Mr. E. Slater, 
president, in the chair, 
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The Secretary read a letter from the Postmaster-General, in 
reply to a communication, forwarding a list of additional trunk 
wires which, in the opinion of the Chambers of Commerce of the 
West Riding, ought to be erected at an early date. The Post- 
master-General had -caused a minute and careful inquiry to be 
instituted in the West Riding, with a view of ascertaining what 
further facilities were necessary. 

A letter was read from the secretary of the Worsted Committee 

_ with reference to the robberies from bales in the Hull docks. It 
appeared that, notwithstanding extra police superintendence, the 
pilfering still continued, and it was recommended that until some 
surer means of protection were adopted, it would be better to 
forward the goods by some other route. It was said that the 
Hull Chamber of Commerce had taken the matter up, and were 
advising the Corporation to enclose the docks. The question had 
been before the committee for some months. There was no doubt 
that a great deal of pilfering went on in a systematic way, which 
had for a long time eluded the vigilance of the police. The Hull 
Chamber of Commerce and the Corporation were seriously 
interesting themselves in the matter. It was quite evident that 
there was only one thing to be done, viz., the enclosing of the 
docks ; and the only question was, who was to do it. There was 
a divided responsibility—partly the Dock Company’s, partly the 
Railway Company’s, and partly the Corporation’s. 

It was agreed to accept the invitation of the Wakefield Cham- 
ber to a conference on the subject. . 


Liverpool_—The monthly meeting of the council of the Liver- 
pool Chamber of Commerce was held on January 10th last, 
Mr. Charles M’Arthur in the chair. With reference to 
an official vocabulary for code telegrams, the general trade 
committee now recommended that a further communication 
be made to the Postmaster General, urging (1) that the 
Government be requested to instruct their delegates to the 
conference to move that the compulsory use of the vocabulary 
for European telegrams be postponed for reasons already given 
by chambers of commerce of the United Kingdom, supported by 
Continental chambers; and (2) that in view of the proposed 
revision and enlargement of the vocabulary, care be taken to 
protect the rights of those who, on the understanding that the 
vocabulary was a safe one, that it had been approved inter- | 
nationally, and that it would be made compulsory, have already 
used it in compiling new private codes for European telegraph 
service. 

The proceedings of the general trade committee stated that 
the Government had consulted the chamber on the subject of 
their taking part in the arrangement for the next Paris 
International Exhibition, which it is proposed should take place 
in 1900. A Jarge number of mannfacturers, members of the 
chamber, had been communicated with, and an expression of their 
views had been transmitted to the Marquis of Salisbury. 
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Mr. Bindloss stated that a large majority of those whose 
opinion had been taken had replied that they thought it 
inadvisable to take part in the exhibition in question. They 
stated that English products could not be sold in France owing 
to the high protective tariffs, and further, that exhibitions in the 
past had not been in the interests of the manufacturing industries 
of this country. 

Reference was also made to the continuous sittings of High 
Court in Lancashire, the charges of the port committee, cable- 
_ grams by telephone, and the signal station at the Fastnet. 

A meeting of the committee of the African trade section of 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 17th 
January last, Mr, Alex. Sinclair in the chaivz. 

Farther action as to the Lagos railways scheme was postponed 
till the receipt of a report from the Manchester.committee. 

A letter was read from the Colonial Office, stating (1) that the 
duty chargeable on spirits which were in bond at the date of the 
passing of the Lagos Ordinance No. 5, 1895, is 1s. per gallon, 
and (2) that by section 2 of the same enactment all drawbacks 
on spirits exported from the colony since the passing of the 
Ordinance are abolished, and that there is no exemption in favour 
of spirits ordered, or at sea, with or without a through bill of 
lading, or already landed in Lagos. 

Mr. J. H. Jackson gave notice that at the next meeting of the 
committee he would draw the attention of the committee to the 
subject of the adulteration of produce, especially palm oil and 
kernels coming from the Oil Rivers, and would move a resolution 
in favour of the issue of Governmental regulations by the Pro- 
tectorate authorities dealing with the matter. 

There was no other business of importance. 

A further meeting of the African trade section was held on the 
31st January last, when it was resolved that a letter should be 
written to the Foreign Office, drawing attention to the condition 
of affairs in Benin, and asking the Government to interfere. 


Nottingham.—A meeting of the council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 27th January last, Mr. 
J. Billyeald in the chair. ; 

The following letter was read from the Foreign Office, dated 
January 13th :— 

**T am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to inform you that, 
in compliance with the request made in your letter of the 7th 
inst., his lordship has iustructed Her Majesty’s Consuls in China 
todo what they can to procure information respecting textile 
goods supplied and required in different parts of China. Any 
samples which the Consuls may send home will be forwarded .o 
the Chamber of Commerce at Nottingham.” 

The first meeting of the new council was held on February 3 
last, but beyond the election of officers and a discussion on a 
motion (which was lost) to suggest the desirability of arbitration 
in national disputes, no business of importance was done. 
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Sheffield —A meeting of the council of the Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 16th January last, Sir William 
Leng in the chair. 

Letters were read from Mesers. Jonas and Beardshaw, who at 
the last meeting undertook to report on the adoption of the metric 
system in Germany and Finland respectively. No difficulty 
appears to have arisen in introducing the system into these 
countries, and even in Finland, where the peasantry are perhaps 
the most conservative part of a very conservative country, six 
months sufficed to overcome the difficulties in connection with the 
matter. 

Ona the motion of Alderman F. Brittain, seconded by Mr. 
Belk, it was resolved that the secretary be instructed to transmit 
the reports of Messrs. Jonas and Beardshaw to the Right Hon. 
A. J. Balfour, M.P., with an explanatory letter to be drawn up 
by the president and secretary. 

A letter was read from the India Office, in reply to one from 
the Sheffield Chamber, requesting that the Government of India 
would adopt the same procedure as has been initiated by Mr. 
Chamberlain at the Colonial Office, in order to furnish a com- 
parative return of British and foreign trade with India. The 
Secretary of State informed the Chamber that he was fully alive 
to the importance of the matter, and that the Government of India 
had been directed to give the proposal of the Sheffield Chamber 
careful, and, if pos:ible, favourable consideration. 

There was no other business of public interest. 

The annual meeting of the Chamber was held cn January 30 
last, Sir William Leng, the retiring president, in the chair. 

Tke report was adopted, and speeches were made on the metric 
system, Companies Act Amendment Bill, prison-made goods and 
trade with the Colonies, and other topics, by the Rt. Hon. A. J. 
Mundella, M.P.; Sir Howard Vincent, M.P.; Sir Frederick 
Mappin, M.P., and others. 

Mr. S. E. Howell was elected president for the year. 
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XIX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Statistical Abstract for the Several Colonies and other Pos- 
sessions of the United Kingdom in each Year from 1880 to 1894. 
Thirty-second Number. (C.—7904.) Price 1s. 


This is one of the three statistical abstracts prepared and issued 
annually by the Board of Trade, the other two relating respec- 
tively to the United Kingdom and to foreign countries. The 
present issue of the Coionial Abstract gives information relatin 
to the colonial possesions of the United Kingdom down to the en 
of 1894, An abstract of the rates of Customs duties on the 
imports of principal articles on which such duties are levied in 
each colonial possession is also appended. 


2. Index to Report of Her Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular 
Representatives abroad on Trade and Subjects of General Interest 
(and Appendiz), 1886-95. Commercial Nv. 9 (1895). (C.—7899.) 
Price 2s, 2d. 


In an introductory note to this publication it is stated that the 
series thus established are divided into two categories, “ Annual” 
and “ Miscellaneous.” In the former are comprised reports on 
Trade, Finance, Agriculture, &c., which are annually required 
from Her Majesty’s missions and consulates abroad. In the latter 
are included reports on subjects of general economic interest, 
which are either specially called for by the Secretary of State or 
voluntarily submitted for publication by their authors. Each of 
these series have their consecutive numbers, which run on from 
year to year. From the summer of 1886 down to September 5, 
1895, when Parliament adjourned, 1,631 reports of the Annual, 
and 378 of the Miscellaneous series, have been issued in the 
separate form, and it is to the salient features of the 2,009 reports 
that the body of the present work is designed to facilitate 
reference. The system adopted is as follows: The black numeral 
preceding the letter A. or M. refers to the number of the paper; 
the letters themselves refer to the series, “ Annual ” or “ Miscel- 
laneous,” as the case may be; and the smaller figures following 
the letter denote the page on which the subject is referred to. 
From what has been said above, it will be seen that, with certain 
exceptions, the majority of the reports received from abroad, and 
which it is deemed expedient to make public, are now issued 
separately in one of the two series referred to. But it not un- 
frequently happens, when information from different countries on 
a specific subject is required, that *it is considered preferable to 


publish all replies collectively, and thus consolidate the informa- 
tion in one book. Examples of such cases as this may be found 
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in the volume of Reports on Co-operative Societies abroad (No. 20, 
Coml., 1886), Laws relating to Employers’ Liability Abroad, 
(No. 21,Coml.1886), and numerous other instances. Such collective 
information is still published in Blue Books of the commercial 
series as command papers, and numbered according to the year of 
issue. The symbols of reference to such papers being somewhat 
different, all reports so published, together with those on subjects 
of general commercial interest which appeared prior to the 
arrangement made in 1886, and already referred to, have been 
dealt with in Part IT., which embraces a period of 14 years, viz., 
from 1882 to 1895 inclusive. 


"8. Boiler Explosions. Report to the Secretary of the Board of 
Trade upon the working of the Boiler Explosions Acts, 1882 and 
1890, with Appendices, (C.—7856.) Price 3d. 


This is an annual return prepared by the Marine Department 
of the Board of Trade. In the report it is stated that during the 
12 months ended 30th June 1895, 87 preliminary inquiries and 
27 formal investigations were held under the provisions of the 
Boiler Explosions Acts, 1882 and 1890. During the 12 months 
43 persons were killed and 85 persons injured by boiler explosions. 
The total number of cases inquired into shows a small increase 
upon that of the preceding year ; and the number of persons killed, 
as also the number of persons injured, is larger than in any year 
since the Boiler Explosions Act of 1882 came into force. During 
last year, however, several exceptionally serious cases were dealt 
with, more than half the total number of deaths having resulted 
from four explosions. 

In one case, at the Redcar Iron Works, 12 boilers, each about 
66 ft. in length and 4 ft. 6 ins. in diameter, were destroyed and 
thrown. broadcast about the works, killing 12 men and injuring 
eight. Moreover, the year 1894-95 was remarkable for a period 
of exceptionally severe frost, and one result of this was an unusual 
number of explosions of boilers used for heating public buildings 
and places of business. There were 27 cases of this kind dealt 
with, and with three exceptions they were probably caused by the 
freezing of water in some part of the apparatus. Leaving out of 
question the exceptional cases and the considerable number of 
cases in which the explosions were of a slight character, it will be 
seen that the figures for the year do not show that there is any 
increase as regards laxity of management or inspection on the part 
of steam-users or boiler insurance companies, or that there is any 
general increase in the number of serious boiler explosions. 

Appendices are attached giving particulars of the cases dealt 
with, classifications of the causes of explosions, and of the types of 
boilers which exploded, together with statistics of the numbers of 
persons killed and injured since 1882, and a report from the 
Board’s solicitor on the formal investigations held. 


4, Rule of the Road at Sea, Report of the Committee appointed 
by the President of the Board of Trade on the Screening of Ships’ 
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Side Lights, with Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. II. 
Evidence, Appendices, and Index. (C.—7908-1.) Price 8s. 4d. 


This is the second part of the report of the committee appointed 
on 18th March last to consider and report :— 

1. Whether the rule laid down in the Order in Council of 
January 30, 1893, is in accord with, and calculated to secure 
compliance with, the requirements of Articles 3 and 15 of the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, as to 
the fixing and screening of the side lights of vessels. 

2. Whether it is desirable in the interests of safety, and in 
order to secure due compliance with the above-named articles, 
that any, and what, alterations should be made in the instructions 
issued by the Board of Trade to their surveyors in the matter. 

The report itself was referred to on page 105 of the January 
number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” The present publica- 
tion contains a list of the witnesses who were examined before 
the Committee, together with the minutes of evidence, an 
appendix, and index. 


5. Tramway and Gas and Water Orders. Session 1895. 
Report by the Board of Trade of their Proceedings under the 
Tramways Act, 1870, and the Gas and Water Works Facilities 
Act, 1870, during the Session of 1895. (C.—7909.) Price 1d. 


The present return states that the number of applications to the 
Board of Trade for Provisional Orders under the Tramways Act, 
1870, made in December 1894, was eleven, viz. :— 


Aldershot and Farnborough (Extension). 
Carlisle and District. 

Gloucester, city of. 

Great Yarmouth. 

Hartlepool Eiectric. 

Hartlepools. 

London, Deptford, and Greenwich. 
London United. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Corporation. 
Somerton, Keinton-Mandeville, and Castle Cary, 
Wigan and District. 


All these applications, except those relating to Hartlepools and 
Newcastle, included powers for the construction of tramways, the 
aggregate length being 3 miles 43 chains of double line, and 
14 miles 35 chains of single line, and the estimated cost 73,2157. 

The Hartlepools application was to sanction a transfer of the 
undertaking, and to amend former Orders ; while the Newcastle 
application was for authority to work certain existing tramways 
by cable traction, and to enable the Corporation to borrow 
130,0002. 

The Aldershot, Great Yarmouth, and London, Deptford, and 
Greenwich applications were not proceeded with by the promoters. 
The Carlisle application was granted, and a Provisional Order 
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made ; but, the promoters failing to comply with the provisions of 
the Tramways Act, 1870, at a subsequent stage, the Order was 
not submitted to Parliament for confirmation. 

Provisional Orders were made in the remaining cases, and laid 
before Parliament in Confirmation Bills. 

With regard to the gas and water Provisional Orders, it is 
stated that, in December 1894, 11 applications for Provisional 
Orders under the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, 
were made to the Board of Trade, six relating to gas, and four to 
water undertakings, and one to a combined gas and water 
undertaking. 

Power was sought in these Orders to raise 127,500/. by shares 
and 32,375/. by loan, of which 82,000/ share and 21,000/. loan 
capital related to gas undertakings, and 45,500/. share and 11,3757. 
loan capital to water undertakings. 

The following is a list of the applications :— 


Gas. Water. 
Barnstaple. Holyhead. 
Bognor. Mid Kent. 
Felixstowe. Newton Nottage. 
Kildwic’: Parish. South Hayling. 
Newark. 

Rothwell. Gas and Water. 
Llanberis. 


Five applications for Gas Orders were in respect of undertakings 
already authorised by Parliament, viz, Barnstaple, Bognor, 
Kildwick Parish, Newark, and Rothwell. The Barnstaple and 
Kildwick Parish Gas Companies applied for power to raise 
additional capital; the Bognor Gas Light and Coke Company 
(Limited), for power to construct additional works for the manu- 
facture and storage of gas; the Newark Gas Company, for power 
to raise additional capital, to extend their limits of supply, and to 
construct and maintain additional works; and the Rothwell Gas 
Light Company, for power to purchase additional lands, and to 
extend their limits of supply. 

The application for the Felixstowe Gas Order related to an 
undertaking already existing without parliamentary authority, and 
sought for such authority to maintain and continue the existing | 
works, and to continue the manufacture and supply of gas. 

Objections were lodged against some of the applications, but, 
with certain modifications and amendments, the Board of Trade 
granted an order in each case. 


6. Weights and Measures. Report by the Board of Trade on 
their Proceedings and Business under the Weights and Measures 
Acts, 1878 qnd 1889. (482.) Price 5d. 

The report states that in pursuance of section 33 of the 
Weights and Measures Act, 1878, 41 & 42 Vict. c. 49, the Board 
of Trade make the following report to Parliament :— 

Since the issue by ts sent of Trade of their last report 


(2nd August 1894), the several standards and instruments 
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mentioned in Appendix No. 1 of the present report have been 
verified at the Standards Department for official use, or for the 
use of Governments and authorities abroad. 

Copies of the following Board of Trade standards of length, 
weight, and capacity, deposited at the Royal Irish Constabulary 
Depét, Phoenix Park, Dublin, have been duly re-verified this year 
by comparison with the Imperial standards. These copies are 
used annually in the verification of the standards provided by the 
local authorities in Ireland :— 

Avoirdupoie, standards, from 56 lbs. to 4 dram. 

Grain weights, from 4,000 grains to 0-01 grain. 

Measures of capacity, from a bushel to a quarter gill. 

A yard measure, sub-divided into feet and inches, the inch being 

divided into decimal, duodecimal, and binary equal parts. 

At the annual verification in September last the local standards 
of Belfast, Cork (West Riding), Drogheda, Galway (county of 
the town), Leitrim County, Louth (district of Dundalk), Mayo 
County, Roscommon County, and Westmeath, were duly re- 
verified at the depdt by the Standards Department. 

An Appendix contains a list of districts of local authorities, 
for which local standards have been verified or re-verified by the 
Board of Trade, since 2nd August 1894, in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 37, 40, and 41 of the Act of 1878. 


Treaty Series No, 2,1896. Supplementary Convention between 
Great Britain and Japan, respecting the Duties to be charged on 
British Goods Imported into Japan. Price 14d. 


This is the text of the supplementary convention between 
Great Britain and Japan, respecting the duties to be charged on 
British goods imported into Japan, to which a tariff is annexed. 
The convention was signed at Tokio on July 16, and ratifications 
exchanged on November 21, 1895. 
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XX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


MapaGascar.—All vessels arriving at Madagascar and bring- 
ing with them bills of health must have such documents viséd by 
the French Consular authorities at their last port of call. 


PortuGaL.—Centa is reported infected with cholera from 
January 1. Hong _ and all ports of the province of Canton 
are declared infected with bubonic plague. 


Iraty.—The following is a translation of a decree of the Italian 
Ministry of the Interior, relating to maritime sanitary precautions. 


No. 9. 


Considering the convenience, generally speaking, of exempting 
ships on arrival at Italian ports, under ordinary circumstances, 
from presenting their bill of health (patente di sanitd) when the 
sanitary information is marked on the ship's papers (carte di 
bordo) ; and in virtue of the power conferred by the marine 
sanitary regulations of determining (in concert with the Minister 
of Marine) what measures are to be taken in such matters; the 
Minister of the Interior hereby decrees— 

That every vessel arriving at Italian ports from the other 
European ports, with the exception of Turkish ports, are 
exempted from the presentation of the bill of health (patente 
di sanitd) ; and this exemption applies equally to ships from the 
Atlantic ports of North America and Canada. 

But, in any case, shipa arriving from ports which have been 
either declared infected by the local authorities, or have been 
proclaimed as such by the Italian Ministry of the Interior, are 
not included, and will have to be furnished with bills of health. 

And every ship included in the terms of the present decree, 
shall have marked on its list of the crew, or on its certificate, 
information respecting the sanitary conditions of the place of 
departure, the hygienic conditions of the ship itself and of its 
cargo, and the state of health of the crew afd of the passengers, 
both at the moment of starting and at each port touched at. 
Dated, Rome, November 23, 1895. 


Turkey.—A telegram from Her Majesty’s representative at 
Constantinople reports five days’ quarantine with disinfection on 
all arrivals from coast of Egypt, to be performed at Beyrout, 
Smyrna, or Tripoli in Africa. 
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GiBRALTAR.—Fourteen days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals 
from Mazagan, and seven days’ against ports within 165 
kilometres, 


Matta.— A telegram has been received from the Governor of 
Malta reporting the removal of quarantine against Morocco, 
and the enforcement of 11 days’ quarantine on arrivals from 
Alexandria. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following copy of a notice issued by 
the Governor of Malta, respecting quarantine : 


Government Notice. 


His Excellency the Governor having heard the opinion of 
the Board of Health, has been pleased to modify Government 
Notice, No. 230, of 17th December 1895, and to direct that the 
following regulations be observed, viz. :— 

1. Vessels to stop outside the harbour with permission for 
coaling uuder such restrictions as may in each case be directed 
by the Collector of Customs. _ 

The following shall not be permitted to enter the harbour, 
but may be allowed to coal and take provisions in strict quarantine, 
with the least delay, and subject to the orders of the Collector 
of Customs; and shall in all cases be ordered to quit with all 
despatch after coaling :— 

(a.) Vessels that have on board, or have had within seven 
days, cases of cholera, or cases of a discase with symptoms 
resembling those of cholera. 

(b.) Vessels with pilgrims from the East. 

(c.) Vessels from North or South America when cases of 
yellow fever have occurred on board during the voyage, unless 
such vessels have been properly disinfected at an intermediate 
port in 

(d.) Vessels arriving from Arabian ports in the Red Sea 
which have not been admitted to free pratique at Suez and Port 
Said. 

2. Quarantine for seven days to be reckoned from the com- 
mencement of the voyage, with permission for handling cargo in 
quarantine. 

The following shall be subject to a period of seven days’ 

uarantine, but shall be permitted under the directions of the 

ollector of Customs, to discharge goods (which are not susceptible 
of communicating contagion) by means of the vessel’s crew on 
lighters, or to employ for handling cargo local labourers subject to 
seven days’ quarantine, viz, :— 

Vessels arriving from any port without a clean bill of health. 
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Other Precautionary Measures to be adopted when necessary. 


Vessels arriving at this port having on board cases of scarlet 
fever, measles, or small-pox will be subject to such precautionary 
measures as the head of the Government may deem necessary. 


Medical Inspection. 


All vessels arriving at Malta shall undergo strict medical 
inspection. 
Passengers. 


(a.) Passengers arriving by any vessel subject to quarantine, 
are required to undergo the same quarantine restrictions as the 
vessels on which they arrive. 

(b.) Passengers arriving on vessels having a duly qualified 
medical officer on board, are to be allowed to land without medical 
inspection, provided that the medical officer in charge on board 
shall declare on oath that during the voyage there has not been 
on board a case of cholera, or of any disease with symptoms 
resembling those of cholera either among the passengers or the 
crew. The declaration above referred to shall be countersigned 
by the master of the vessel. 


Goods. 


(a.) The importation of cotton seed from any port. subject to 
quarantine is forbidden. 

(b.) The importation of rags is prohibited. 

(c.) The importation before disinfection of soiled wearing 
apparel, or bedding material that is not new, is prohibited. 

(d.) The importation of vines, vine shoots, fruit packed in vine 
leaves, or roots from any port of the Mediterranean is pro- 
hibited. 

(e.) The importation of grapes, poles, or supports used in the 
cultivation of vines and plants, vegetable earth, vegetable or 
mixed manure, is prohibited unless the importation is accompanied 
by a sworn dcclaration, made by the shipper before the British 
Consular authority of the place of its origin, to the effect that the 
shipment does not contain vine plants, or cuttings, or that its 
contents come from nurseries, hothouses, fields, or gardens, which 
are at least 100 yards distant from the nearest vines or vineyards, 
and that moreover the Phylloxera is not known to exist at the 
place of origin. 

(f.) Provided, however, that the Collector of Customs may 
grant permission for the importation of plants and_ vegetable 
produce under proper restrictions when application has been made 
and the precautions necessary are established before the shipment 
leaves-the place of origin. 


Cyrprus.—Five days’ quarantine on arrivals from Egypt 
direct. 


q 

q 
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XXL—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


MAiLs FOR TIE West AND Sourn-West Coasts or 
AFRICA. 


The following table shows the places for which mails will 
be despatched by the mail packets leaving Liverpool for the west 
and south-west coasts of Africa during the latter part cf the- 
month of February 1896. 

Wednesday, 19th February.—Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Accra, 
Lagos, Fernando Po, Rio del Rey, Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, 
Gaboon, Mayumba, Loango, Landana, N’Gove, Nyangi, Cape 
Lopez, Fernan Vaz, Sette Cama, Black Point, Cabenda, Banana, 
Boma (Congo), Muculla, Ambrizette, Mussera, Kinsembo, Ambriz 
Loanda, Victoria, and Bibundi. 

Saturday, 22nd February—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, 
Sapelli, Warree, Brass, and Akassa. 

Wednesday, 26th February.— Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, *Sierra Leone, 
*Sherbro, Monrovia, Sinoe, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, 
Lahou, Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, 
Assinie, Axim, *Cape Coast Castle, Elmina, Salt Pond, *Accra, 
Pram Pram, Addah, Quitta, Jellah Coffee, Lome, Little Popo, 
Grand Popo, New Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, and Degama. 

Saturday, 29th February—Grand Canary, Sierra 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, 
Old Calabar, Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and 
Brass. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. . 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the 
Congo (Banana, Boma) and Portuguese possessions cn the west 
and south-west coasts of Africa is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

The:e vessels carry parcel mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winaebah, Accra, 
Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, Old 
Calabar, Gpobo, and Warree. 

_ The parcel mails:are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each vessel. 


* Correspondence “for Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, and Accra will 
not be sent by the steamer of the 26th of February unless specially so superscribed, 
as the direct Packet leaving on the following Saturday is due at those ports some 
days earlier. 

90638. H 
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XXIIL—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Foreicn TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


StaTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
UnitEep Kinepom during the Month ended 31st January 1896, 


compared with the corresponding Month of the year 1895. 
MONTH ENDED 3lsr JANUARY. 


I. Imports FROM ForeiGN CouNTRIES AND BRITISH PossEssIONS. 


Month ended 
3lst January 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1896, | 1895. 
£ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - : 770,837 4745727 296,110 ~ 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free | 12,512,808 | 77,872,138 640,670 - 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - - - 1,892,900 1,950,705 57,805 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 316,862 227,524 89,338 
Ill. Metals - - 1,681,443 1,600,662 80,781 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - bd 4 816,472 | 600,583 215,889 
V. Oils - 823,163 676,876 146,287 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures} 9,001,186 | _ 9,625,283 624,047 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 8,189,712 2,693,507 496,205 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - -| 6,087,692 5,683,975 403,777 - 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 1,258,115 | 7,208,847 49,268 
(B.) Parcel post - - 122,666 128,764 6,098 
Total Value - | 38,473,856 | 36,753,487 1,730,375 | - 


| 


II. Exports or British anp Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 


II, Articles of food and drink - fw 876,805 781,396 145,409 = 
IIL. Raw materials - *| 1,531,702 | 7,808,503 223,199 
IV, Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 10,085,943| 9,240,005 | $45,738 ~ 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured ; 
therefrom (except machinery) - 2,558,834 2,038,598 525,236 _ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 1,836,415 4,729,477 214,998 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 990,839 782,882 208,007 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- | 
cinal preparations - 761,859 662,667 99,192 - 
(F.) All other articles, either manv- | 
factured or partly manufactured 2,813,085 | 592,464 
(G.) Parcel post - | 117,001 | 83,888 33,118 
Total Value | 21,127,168 | 18,224,286 | 2,902,932 
III. Exports or Foreign anp CoLoniAL Propuce. 


£ 
4,825,707 | 8,887,258 


£ 
938,449 


l& 


q 
| | | | 
| | | 
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1I.—Corn PRICE:. 


Return of the Quantities sOLD and AveraGe Prices of Britisa 
Corn, ImpertaL Measures, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


| 
Periods. Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 4th January 1896 - 10,848 6 56,290 6 8,809 2 
—' wae - | 28,524 2 99,021 0 18,088 0 
” 18h ly ” - 31,809 2 124,130 2 23,601 2 
25th - 84,186 110,151 5 23,898 5 
January 1896 - | 100,368 3 389,593 5 74,397 1 
Corresponding month in 1895 - | 177,580 7 427,829 5 70,710 6 
» » 1894 - | 198,909 3 | 321,159 7 63,205 0 
Average Prices. 
| | 
| s. | s. d. 
Week ended 4th January 1896 . 25 2 i 13 10 
» »  » 2 4 {| 2311 13 9 
” 18th » ” a 25 10 | 23 13 11 
» 2th » » 2% 1 | 2% 7 | 1310 
January 1896 - 7 23 10 13 10 
December 1895 - 24 11 23 17 1% 414 
November ,, - 25 9 25 + 14 2 
October, - 24 6 25 5 138 5 
September ,, - - 22 10 24 0 13 9 
August 24 2 20 8 15 7 
July 24 9 19 8 16 4 
June - - | 25 9 19 7 16 O 
May om - - - 22 5 20 5 15 2 
Apri 20 5 21 0 142 
March ,, - - 19 14 2 8 13 
February ,, -| 20 0 a9 | 43 8 
| 
January 1895 20 7 66 4344 
1894 | 26 3 28 17 17°11 
» 1893 - - | 26 & 25 4 | 46 11 
» 1692 - - | 35 4 49 2 | 20 6 
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1896. 


Return of the Numsers, NATIONALITIES, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unitep Kitnepom for Paces out of 
Europe during the Month ended 31st January 1896, compared 
with the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


Cape 
British All | 
« United Austral- | of Good 
Nationalities. North other Total. 
States. asia. Places. 
Month ended 31st January 1836. 
English - - > =| 2,089 318 491 1,436 1,228 | 5,557 
- - - -| 31 30 125 14 681 
| 
$1 18 16 23 || 730 
| 

Total of British origin -| 3,107 $75 539 1,577 1,370 | 6,968 
Foreigners . : -| 2,083 214 1 528 134 2,960 
Nationalities not distinguished | = 1 | — | 261 | 262 

| 

Total - - +| 5,191 589 54 | 2105 | 1,765 || 10,190 

\ 

Month ended 31st January 1895, 
English . - -| 2,863 380 | 742 822 868 5,675 
Scotch - 247 36 60 64 7 482 
Irish - - - 744 33 % 30 842 
{ 

Total of British origin - 8,854 437 835 900 973 6,999 
Foreigners - 2,189 99 48 297 106 2,708 
Nationalities not distinguished 7 6 - 8 230 246 

Total’ - 6,050 542 853 1,494 9,309 9:948 


Notse.—The above figures, being made possible date after th 
month, aso sulject to Correction in the Annual Re 


| | 
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IV.—ALIEN ImMiGRATION—JANUARY 1896, 


STATEMENT showing the Numser of Actens that arrived from the Continent at Porysf 
in the Unirep Kinapom, during the Month of January 1896, compared with the 
corresponding Period of the previous Year, 


(Compiled from the Attun Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


Gothenburg, 

Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | — Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven.) and Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports. 


1906. | 1895. 1806, | ops. | 1896 | 1895. 1806, | 1895. | 1896. | 7995. | 1896. | 7895. 


Month ended January. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
London -| 616; 123) 467 82; — 127 86} 948 | 729 
Grimsby - 7 | 89 35 14 3 — 4 19| 189 

. Hull - ° 120 29 34 87 27 52 a -- 121 87 302 

i. Tyne Ports - 16 od 22 18 111 128 = - 127 109 276 


» Leith - 32 25 21 20 7 a sie 


Newhaven - - ~ 412 406 412 
» Other ports-| 50| 8% | 85| 63| #9| — | — | 
Total - - 911 608 320 819 293 423 412 406 558 354 |$2,494 | $2,704 


Aliens en route to America: 
Arrived at Grimsby - 2 87 29 64 137 80 _ 


139 | 65 


» Hul- 105] 6] 4| —| — | oes 


Teith - - 73 | 192 4 90| 7178 
Other Ports- 4); - 8 - 79 59 83 be 
Total - ee | 822| — 547 | 685 | 1,231 | 7,836 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to be 


1,234 853 359 447 615 yor 412 406 | 1,105 | 7,089 | 3,725 | 3,440 
en route to America* - 


° istinction made ¢ is Return between “ Aliens not stated to be enroute to America,” and “ Aliens en 
that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it ix considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come lo this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many _ A the Aliens arriving from Continental ts return to 
the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 213, Sess, 1895, and Monthly Emigration 

eturns.) 

; ch Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfust, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
Gia nd hy Eg Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkealdy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 
Middlesbrough’ Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 
Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck 
passengers, and personas who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers, 

¢ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of January 1896 was 645 and 630 in the same month of 1895. 
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-V.—Bankruptcy.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Nomerr of Recetvinc Orpers GazetTeD in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 


[Feb. 1896. 


Total gazetted - 


Namber gazetted in principal trades and occupa- . 


tions :— 
Grocers, &c. 
Publicans and hotel &e. - 
Builders 4 
Farmers 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, - 
Butchers - 
Decorators, plumbers, ‘Be. 
Bakers 
Confectioners - - 
Solicitors - - - 
Boot and shoe niennfactaners and dealers 
Clerks, commercial and general - 
Carpenters and joiners - - 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - - 
Auctioneers 
Clothiers, outfitters, Re. - - 
Agents, commission and general - 
Merchants 
Restaurant, coffee, ‘and eating-house keepers 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - 
Printers and publishers - - 
Millers - - - - 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. 
Engineers and founders, &c. - - 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and hauliers: 


Provision merchants, &c. - 
Ironmongers - 
Lodging-house - 
Wine and spirit merchants - . 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 
Architects and surveyors ~ 
Coal and coke merchavts and dealers - 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 
Jewellers, 
&e. 
Cattle and pig dealers - 
Tobacconists, &c. - 
Furniture dealers and makers - 
Carriage, &c. builders - - 
Hair-dressers - - - - 
Contractors - - - ~ 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 


Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 
Clerks in holy orders - 
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1896. 


1895. 


ee gazetted in principal trades and occupations— 


China, glass, and ensthewenee, &e. deslers - 
Fishing net, smack owners and masters 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 
dealers - - 
Cabinet-makers and ‘upholsterers - 
Brokers, stock and share 7 - - 
Officersin Army 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical man ufacturers 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 
Directors and promoters of public companies 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 
General dealers - 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - - 
Photographers - - - 
Stationers - 
Curriers, tenner, and leather merchants 


ern 


VI.—Exporr oF Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO GREAT 


BRITAIN. 


Rerurn of the Numeer of AnmMALs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 3lst January 1896, compared 


with the corresponding Month of the Year 1895. 


January 

1896. 1895. 
Cattle - - - 89,101 39,230 
Sheep - ~ - - - 11,016 16,100 
Goats - - - - - 9 3 
Horses - - - 1,658 945 

Mules or Jennets - - - 3 
Asses e - 4 3 
Total - 120,083 732,210 


247 
January 
| 
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-VII.—Fisuery Statistics—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatur of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Eneitsu and Wertsa Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month of January 1896, and the corresponding 
Month of the previous Year. 


Corre- 
January 1896. sponding 

East South West 1, of the 

‘otal previous 

Coast. | Coast. Coast. | | "Year. 

QuanTITY. 

: Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. || Cuts. 
Brill - . - - 1,132 419 178 | 1,729 | 4,60 
Soles - - : - 6,382 1,242 483 | 8,107 5,749 
tely dis-) 5,038 823 775 6,636 | 5,354 

fish, not separa’ | 
ly dist) 1,689 — | | 1766 
Total prime fish - 14,201 | 3,156 1,436 | 18,793 14,529 
- 37,800 1,879 5,059 || 44,738 86,873 
jock - - =| 209,059 _ 3,639 212,698 169,499 
ake - 331 212 |, 1,194 1,737 2,173 
Halibut - - - 1,598 1,598 4,53 
Herrings - - - 173 20,766 | 294 21,231 4,900 
ing - 4,795 994 2,546 |, 8,335 7,207 
Mackerel 1,063 1,063 167 
- 4,295 4,295 279 
43,562 6,324 4,082 53,968 44:794% 
29,384 12,700 31 2,115 14,134 
not separately distin- 
guished, except shell fish } 50,244 26,728 10,300 96,272 81,364 
Total = - - =| 400,147 | 78,115 28,581 | 508,843 877,510 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. 0. No. 
bs - 71,727 16, 928 || 88,753 81,447 
Lobsters - 323 11,421 344 |, 12,088 10,300 
Oysters - - =| 1,148,000 48, 117,000 |, 1,813,000 969,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. || wts. Cuts. 
Others etl fish - 36,132 5 8,867 || 50,307 29,456 
VALUE 
£ £ £ 
Brill - - . 3,954 937 5,313 5,300 
Soles - Shite se 40,708 7,251 2,745 50,704 46,876 
Turbot 22,876 3,023 2,698 28,597 25,647 
Prme fish, not separately dis- 
5,203 2,626 7829 | 
Total prime fish - -| 72741 | 13837 | 5,865 92,443 | 84.450 
-| 9,557 1,304 2,834 31,745 | 81,668 
Maddock - - - 124,901 2,099 127,000 |! 102,126 
ake - 431 245 1,193 1,869 || 2,484 
Halibut - - - 4,449 4,449 4,875 
Herrines - - 51 | 8,795 142 3,988 | 1;709 
ling - - - 4,080 665 1,585 6,330 || 564 
Mackerel | 1,145 | 1,145 | 362 
Pilchards - — || |j 65 
Plaice - - - - 61,002 | 7,254 | 4,316 |! 72,572 |! 60,549 
"486 3,865 | 14 6365. | 1,389 
ish not separa’ istin- \ 99: 
guished, except shell fish 40,631 | 14,569 | 7,233 62,223 56,679 
Total - - - 998920 | 47,774 | || 411438 || 302,392 
| 
fish :— 
- - - 400 | 482 | 7 889 || 442 
Lobsters - - 18 | 505 | 16 539 || 497 
Oysters - 4,903 | 1,31 6,527 || 3,469 
her shell fish - - 7,751 1,618 2,398 11,767 | 6,311 
Total- - - - 26,072 | 3,936 | 2,714 19,722 || 49,779 
351,401 | 51,710 | 481,156 |) 393,047 
! 


Total value of fish landed 


28,015 | 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIIL—Fisnery Sratistics.—ScoTLanp. 
Starement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Scorcu Coasrs during the Month of January 
1896, and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 
C 
January 1896. | wont 
Ork | 
r ~ 
om Total. || previous 
shetland. | Year. 
Quantity. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. 
Soles Soles)- - - 1,083 6 1,089 |, 
Tur! - - 211 - 23 234 465 
Coa 40,751 1,372 2,270 44,393 39,215 
Ee - 857 1,168 4,570 
Plaice, Brill 10,507 1,282 11,789 5,868" 
Haddock 124,726 5,315 4,758 134,799 83,1900" 
at | 4900 || sages || 
Ling 2, 150 1,198 4,286 | 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - 1,846 45 2,564 4,455 |! 5598 
Skate 3,366 18 §22 4,206 || 2455 
- - - - - 1 40 
Spra - - 29,598 29,598 307 
(Tusk) - - 57 10 || 57 
distin - 3,485 1,129 4,564 2,185. 
ish no parate! istin- 
guished, except shell fish 3,179 146 400 | 3,732 
Total - 289,185 7,079 | 80,885 | «276,809 || 10,777 
Shell fish :— No. No. | No. | 0 | No. 
Crabs - — 193,775 4,180 197,955 84,808 
Lobsters - - 2,411 700 49,441 | 52,552 25,27’ 
Oysters - 1,800 37,300 || 100 27,900 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Ci 
Clams - - - 2,753 _ 10 | 2,763 2505 
Mussels 16,7: 770 11,390 || 23,359 
Other shell fish - 1,742 270 3,010 | 5,022 2.45% 
| 
VALUE. 
793 26 | 819 | 
Cod - 16,400 313 1,068 | 17,811 | 19.478 
Eel 68 381 550 | 787 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - 12,188 878 13,066 oben 
ldoek é 45,401 1,278 1,595 48,274 + 428,879" 
Halibut - - 573 ll | 607 84% 
Herrngs 4,167 7 4,693 8867 | 44,096 
Mac - - - | 9 2 
h 328 6 303 | 632 856: 
e e | 4. 
usk) ay 1,139 640 1779 || 
sh not separa’ istin- 2 | 
guished, except shell fish 1,068 | 1,138 999 
Total ° 89,114 1,704 10,208 101,026, 92,042 
Lobsters ° - - 131 2,093 2,259 1,482 
Oysters - - - 7 9 aed 149 158 | 129 
- - - 389 3 855 
° ° 1,298 40 888 2,226 1,249 
Other Shell fish - - 312 28 700 1,040 | 
Total - 's 2,809 | 103 3,850 6,762 5,865 
Total value of fishlanded | 91,923 | 1,807 14058 || 107,788 |; 
Notg.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.—FisHery Statistics.—IRELAND. 

SratemEnt of the ToTtat QuantTiTy and VALuvE of the returned 
as landed on the Irtsn Coasts during the Month of January 1896, 
and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 

January 1896. 

— — 

North East | South | West ; 
Coast. | Coast. | Coast. | Coast. | Total. — 
| | ear. 
QUANTITY. 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts Cwts. | Cwts. Cuts. 

Soles - -| - 36 22 10 68 148 

Turbot - -| - 38 12 15 65 67 

Total prime fish - = _ 74 34 25 | 133 179 
-| 1,449 409 1,332 392 
eck : 529 3221 55 909 | 
i - | 2, 

tt 380 346 839 | 1692 || 

Mackerel - 11 319 | 7,713 

30 543 33 954 || 1,560 G80 

Fish not se te distin- 

Total 3,090 7,727 | 1,834 5,131 || 17,282 22,569 

| 
ine No. No. | No. No. | No. No. 
— . 2,200 | = — | 2957 || 2100 
“| Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts Cute. 
Other shell fish - | 1,200 | 1,582 927 

VALUE. 

| | 
140 47 | 8 || 273 
Total prime fish - . — 276 122 162 560 730 
378 1,181 221 564 || 2,344 2,004 
358 1,880 51 368 || 2,657 1,634, 

Mackerel - -- 3 138 | 141 3,150 

Sprats - - - - _ — | | 

Total - - -| 1070 , 4498 | 1,005 | 2174 || 8,747 |) 20,928 
Shell fish :— | 
Crabs - - 14 | 1 b 13 
Lobsters e 103 $3 - 19 || 165 
Oysters | 67 — | 84 
her shell fish - ert =e 26 65 | 192 || 283 159 
Total 17 | 137 82 | 547 3833 
Total value of fish landed | 1,187 , 4635 | 1,087 | 2385 || 9,294 70,567 
} { 
Norg.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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X.—Cortron RetTurRNs.—JANUARY 13896. 


Return of the NumBer of Bares of Corron Importep and ExporreD, 
Forwarpep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month ended January 1896, compared with 
the corresponding Month of the Year 1895. 


Month of January 
1896, 1895. 
Imports. 
No. No. 
American - 293,801 675,573 
Brazilian - 10,382 

East Indian - 9,260 1,302 
Egyptian - - 66,683 52,576 
Miscellaneous - 1,514 6,253 
Total 381,640 735,704 

Exports. 
American - - - 17,383 26,955 
Brazilian - - 764 253 
East Indian - - 3,951 2,325 
Egyptian - 17,316 13,112 
Miscellaneous - - 3,164 2,586 
Total - - 42,578 45,231 

ForWARDED from Ports to INLAND 
Towns. 
Amerivan = - - 243,457 262,056 
Brazilian 7,006 4,172 
East Indian 2,771 2,451 
Egyptian - 38,929 33,304 
Miscellaneous - ~ 10,499 12,720 
Total - - 302,662 311,703 
from Towns 

to Por7s. 
American - 99 
Brazilian - ° 7 
East Indian - 8 — 
Miscellaneous - 94 41 
Total - 203 41 


251 | 

| 

| 

| 
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XI.—PeriopicaL Returns or Imports AND Exrorts. 


Sratement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CouNTRIES in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 


including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; France = 9,5,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 
9,5¢.; Gulden = ls. 8d.; Drachma= 9,,d.; Lew = 9,5d.; 
L. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I,—Iports. 
te for h 
| Aggregate for Period of the 
Latest Value for the Month. | Year,including latest Month. 
Name of Country. Month. z 


1895. 1894. 1895. | 18940 

Russia in Furope - | Sept. - | Roubles 47,659.00 | 47,099,000 | 370,022,000 | 880,082,000 
France -| Dec. - Frs. 364,891,000 | 829,565,000 | 3,698,742,000 | 8,850,445,000 
Portugal - -| June -| Milreis - 2,827,000 2,678,000 19,668,000 19,574,000 
Italy - -| Nov. -| Lire 117,207,000 | 202,595,000 | 1,087,168,000 972,729,000 
Austria-Hungary -/| Dec. - | Gulden - 63,317,000 | 64,¢79,000 | 727,437,000 700,079,000 
Greece - «| Oct. -| Drehms. 11,287,000 | 9,602,000 |! — 86,605,000 | 87,522,600 
Bulgaria - +/| Oct. -| Lew - 7,235,000 | 8,369,000 56,788,000 81,185,000 


Egypt . - | Sept. -| L. Egypt. 623,000 718,000 5,647,000 6,621,000 
United States -| Nov. -)} Dollars- 63,345,000 | 50,567,000 739,417,000 | 674,978,000 
2,995,000] 2,589,000 || 5,506,000 


British Indiat- Nov. Rupees 6,28,14,756 45,01,61,943 | 46,29,88,078 


IL.—Exports. 


Russia in Europe - | Sept. | Roubles 65,925,000 | 62,569,009 | 516,786,000 | 482,548,000 
France - =| Dec, Fre, = 328,499,000 342,889,000 8,387,851,000 | 3,078,145,000 
Portugal - - June - Milreis - 2,196,000 | 7,800,000 || 12,717,000 | 11,284,000 
Italy - - Nov. -| Lire 96,085,000 | 88,806,000} 913,099,000 | 933,791,000 
Austria-Hungary -/ Dec. - | Gulden 60,046,000 | 66,322,000 742,481,000 | 794,910,000 
Greece - -| Oct. -| Drchms. 7,513,000 9,051,000 57,574,000 63,901,009 


Bulgaria - Oct, Lew 11,569,000 | 6,547,000 61,118,000 59,178,000 
Egypt -| Sept, - | L. Egypt. - 374,000} 406,000 6,738,000 | 8,164,000 
United States -| Nov. - | Dollars- 87,247,000 | 79,954,000 || 732,265,000 740,225,000 
Mexico* - - -| Aug. - » 7,651,000 6,415,000 14,381,000 48,948,000 
British Indiat -| Nov. - | Bupees 8,93,97,996 | 7,62,57,305 70,44,41,315 | 69,75,56,468 


The above figures are subject to revision in the A l Returns. 


oTE.—The res are those of tho “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulearis, the Untied States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” “ Special ” 
means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, exports 
of domestic produce and manufacture only. i 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st July. 
+ The aggregate figures sre for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—Foreten Trave or Inpra, 
Imports and Exports into and from Britisn Inpra. 
Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries. Countries.* 
‘etn Eight Months ended Eight Months ended 
suth November 30th November 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
R. R. R. 
L.—Animals—living - - - 25,62,886 23,23,877 9,19,606 7,14,282 
l.—Articles offood and drink 5,46,68,770 5,16,87,783 | 19,62,37,432 | 17,82,85,859 
{11.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and Cutler: 
(including plated- 92,35,932 84,35,702 1,10,529 68,817 
B.—Metals - - 3,99,61,883 2,98,26,343 5,73,181 492.704 
©.—Machinery and mill-work | 1,92,81,525 1,52,37,466 400 2,435 
D.—Railway plant and 
(other than 
vernment stores} - 1,12,36,407 1,16,10,213 
V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials 1,35,96,377 | 4,07,77,837 | 8,05,84,707 | 8,78,97,788 
V.—Oils = 2,20,95,779 1,10,34,708 50,70,545 49,50,405 
VIL.—Raw materials = unmana- 
factured articl 8,28,93,791 2,97249:763 | 25,65,72,076 | 27 77,68,565 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarns and textile fabrics) 19,24,27,389 | 24,64,79,079 8,90,85 671 8,18,56,744 
B—Apparel-  -| 107,723,247 | 96,98,67 | 1350300 | 9,709,608 
©.—Other articles manu- 
factured = | 4,14,28,957 8,51,90,887 4,50,64,554 3,76,31 352 
| 
ToTtaL 45,01,61,943 | 46,¢9,83,078 | 67,55,75,601 | 66,45,68,578 
{ 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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XXIII—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price No. | Place. Price] No, Place. _—Price. 
1408 | Rio Grande do Sul 1549 | Corunna- - |‘ 5d. 1605 | Shanghai | 2hd. 
1494 , Serajevo * 11550 | Leghorne - 2d. {1606 | Canton - - | lid. 
1495 RBeunes Ayres 9d. 1551 | New Orleans - | | Meshed - 14d. 
1496 | Florence - 2d.}1552 | Syra - - | 14d. 1608 | Erzeroum -| 1d. 
1497 | Lisbon - 1553 Genon -| 9d. 41609 | Galatz -| od. 
1498 | Paris - 1554 | Berlin - - | 24d. 1610 Port Said - | 
1499 Lima - lid [1535 Tainan - -| 1d.}1611 The Hague - | 14d. 
| Patras lid.] 1556 | Zanzibar - 4d.]1612 Calais - -| Id. 
1501 | Bordeaux 3d. | 1557 | Dunkirk - -| 1d.} 1613 | Newchwang -| 1d. 
1502 Madrid - 2d.]1558 | Ningpo- - | Id. 1614 | -| Id. 
2 Amsterdam 1d.} 1559 | Pakho. - -| 1d. 1615 | Odes - «| 
1594 | Suakim - 1d. | 1560 | Chinkiang - 1d. 1616 | Gothenburg 2d. 
1505 | Angora 1d. 1561 | New York | Mannheim | 13d. 
1506 Havre - 24d.] 1562 | Batoum - Old Calabar - 
1507 | Algiers - 1ld.} 1563 | Naples - -| 2d.] 1618 Pekin’ - - | 2hd. 
1508 ry Rochelle 1564 | Resht - - 1620 n -| 2d. 
1509 | Vera Cruz - 2d. | 1565 | Copenhagen -|1 1621 | Brindisi - | 24d. 
1510 | Puerto Cortez ld. | 1566 Porto Rico- - | 14d. | 1622 | Jeddah - - | lid. 
1511 Taganrog ld. | 1567 | Malaga - 1623 | Hamburg -] 3d. 
1512 | Baltimore - 14d. 1568 Galveston - ~-| 74d.]1624| Angora - 14d. 
1518 | Mexico - 14d. | 1569 | Tabreez - . 1625 | Buda-Pesth | 14d. 
1514 | Zaila - - 1d. | 1570 | Fiji - - | $d. | 1626 | Beyrout 
1515 | Zomba - 3td.]1571| Athens - -/2 1627 | Bushire- -| 
1516 | Valparaiso - 23d. 1572 | Bilbao - ~-| 34d. 1628] Stettin - 23d. 
1517 | Charleston + | 1573 | Barcelona - 1629 | Porto Rico -/| 1d. 
1518 rajevo - ld.] 1574| Fiume - 2d. 1630 | Rotterdam - 
ld. | 1631 | Alexandria -|1 
Bangkok - 2d. | 1576 | San Francisco 1632 | Tokio - «| 24d. 
li 1d. | 1577 | Ichang ° 14d. | 1633 | Tangier - - | 14d. 


14d. | Amoy_ - 
4 1579 | Wénebow - 


1524 | Havana - + | 1580 Smyrna - Da 

1525 | Riga- - 2d. | 1581 iiiee - 14d. | 1637 | Macao 1d. 
1526 | Trebizond - 13d. | 1582 iid. | 1638 | Hiogoand Osaka! 6d: 
1527 | Pireeus - 23d. | 1583 Rie ‘Grande do&: 1| 4d. | 1639 | Naples - | 14d. 
1528 | Guayaguil - 14d. | 1584 | Nagasaki 640 | Kiungchow -| 4d. 


1d. | 1641 | Rome - e| ltd 
2 | Beira - 

1d, | 1643 | St. Jago de Cuba} 43d. 

1}d. | 1644 | Christiania 

ld. 1645 | Lisbon - 


~ 
oa 


1529 - 


Vuhu 
1531 Riode Janeiro 
1532 | Trieste 
1533 | Brest - 
1534 | Stockholm - 


| Hakodate - 
14d. | 1586 | Frankfort 
aid. 1587 | Samoa - 


+ | 1588 | Cherbourg 
13d. | 1589 | Damascus 
2d. | 1590 | New York 
1d. 1591 | Athens - 
14d. | 1592 | Baghdad - 
1593 | Vienna - 


Baa 
ESE 
335 


1538 | a0 - | Montevideo 


Swatow - lid. 1651 | Hawaiiaulslands 4d. 


a 


1519| Saigon - -| Tahiti - 
1520 


1 Jafia - - 1596 Foochow - 1d. | 1652 | Stettin - - | 14d. 
1541 | Boston - 3d. 1597 | Tamsui_— - 1d. 1653 Bangkok - 1d. 
1542 | New Orleans 13d. | 1598 | Chungking 1d. | 1654 | Batoum- | 14d. 
1543 | Chicago - 4d. | 1599 | Chefoo - 1655 Mexico - 9d. 
1544 | Palermo - 23d. 1660 Tokio - 1656 Odessa - 14d. 
‘ 1545 pongeel - | 13d. | 1601 | Bangkok - - | 1d. | 1657 ; Réunion -| 1d. 
1546 | Cagl - 1d. | 1602 | Caracas - - | 14d. | 1658 | Tokio - - | 14d. 
1547 | Pernambuco 73d. | 1603 Sofia - - | 23d. | 1659 | Maranham -| Id 
1548 Madrid - | 1604 , Belgrade - - | 1660 | Copenhagen 1d. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's 8 Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | | Price. 
350 | Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia - | 2d. 
351 | Denmark.—Furthcr Report on the Free Port of Copenhagen - | 113d. 
352 | Italy.—Report on the Volterra Alabastar Industry ~ wid. 
353 | Italy.—Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cocoons | 
in Italy and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade to | 
May 1894 - - . - - | 


$ 

| 

1522 | Batavia - - 4 | Oporto - - | 14d. 
523 | Dakar St. Petersburg - 40 
-| -| 4d. 

1585 | Warsaw - =| -| 4d. 
1536 | Boston - - 
1537 | Mozambique _ - Antwerp - 
530 lenno 
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List or AND ConsuLAR REpoRTs—cont. 


No. 


385 


387 
388 


Price. 


Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Wining in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 


Russia.—Report on the Peasantry and Peasant Holdings in | 


Poland - 

Russia.—Report on the Agricultural Position of Russia - 

Siam.—Report on the Teak Trade inSiam = - 

Paraguay.—Keport on the New Australia Colony in Paraguay 

Bavaria and Wurtemburg.—Abstract of the Reports for the 
Year 1894 of. the Bavarian and Weetenreng warty 
Inspectors - 

United States.—Report on the Agricultural Condition of the 
United States - 

Germany.—Report on the Agricaltaral Position of Germany 

France.—Report on the Tramway Syetem of Paris and the 
Department of the Seine - 

France.—Keport on the Use of the “ Bouillie Bordelaise ” in 
connection with Potato and Vine Diseases - - ~ 

Italy.— Report on the Italian Cotton Industr - 

Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Report ov the Co-operative 
Agricultural Credit Associations on the Raificicen ayer 
in Bavaria and Wiirtenburg - 

France.—Report for the Year 1894 on the Fluy ial Traffic of 
Rouen and the Waterways of the Seine Busin - 

Brazil.—Report on a Tour in the German and Italian Colonies 
in the Valley of the River Cohy  - - - 

Greece.—Report on the Emery Districts of Naxos - 

Argentine Republic.—Report on the Agricultural and Pastoral 
Condition and Prospects of the Argentine Republic - 

Colombia.—Report on the Agricultural Products of Tolima - 

Russia.—Report on Measures Adopted for imqvoving the 
Commercial Prosperity of Archangel . 

Russia.—Report on the Waiting men known 
as Artels - 

Africa (Central). — Report on the “Botanical Aspects of 
British Central Africa 

Colombia.—Report on the Commercial Importance of Port 
of Barranquilla 

Greece.—Report on the Deposits of Magnesite Ore ‘ond the 
Manufacture of Magnesite Fire-Bricks in 

Denmark.—Special on the Agricaltare! Condition of 
Denmark - - - 

Denmark.—Report on the Port of Frederikshavn - 

Italy.—Report on the Pumice-stone Industry of the Lipati 
Islands - 

France.—Report on the Principal Fibres obtainable in the 
Society Islands - - - - - 

Servia.— Report on Apiculture in Servia - - 2 

Belgium.—Keport on the Ivory Trade of Antwerp - 

Germany.— Report on the German Colonies in Africa and the 
South Pacific 

France.—Report on the Bordeaux International Exhibition of 
1895 

Brazil. —Report on the causes which have “brought about a 
Diminution in the Receipts at the Custom-House at Rio de 
Janeiro - 

Mevxico.—Report on the Cuiture of Cacao, Vauilla, India- 
Rubber, Indigo, and Bananas in Mexico - 

France.—Keport on the International Congress on Technical, 
Industrial and Commercial Education held at Bordeaux in 
September 1895 - 

Portuyal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - - 

A ustria-Hungary.—Report on the Iron in 
and the Betler Ironworks in Hungary 


ld. 
bd. 


id. 
355 er 
| ld. 
387 | 4d. 
357 
358 | 
359 
id. 
44d, 
361 | Ad 
362 | 
| | 
363 | | 
364 | | 
365 | 
| id. 
| gd. 
367 | 
| 10d. 
368 | 
369 | 
| “id. 
370 
371 
373 | 
374 
375 | 
| 1d. 
44d. 
377 
378 | | Md. 
379 | 
d. 
380 
381 | 
382 
383 
384 | 
| | 4d 
386 
1d. 
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XXIV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tu: following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding 


Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


Year. 


Colony. 


| Year. 


Mauritius - 
| Hong K 
ong Kong - 
| Ceylon - 
| Lagos - 
| Lagos - 
| Ceylon - 
| Newfoundland 
Jamaica - - 
Victoria - 
| British New Guinea - 
| St. Vincent - - 
| Bermuda + - 
Seychelles and Rodriguez 
Gambia - - - 
, Barbados - - - 
Turks Island - - 
Seychelles - 
British Bechuanaland 
Malta - - 
Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands 
Leew: Islands - 
Grenada 
“St. Lucia - 
Labuan - 
British Guiana - 


Zululand - 
Mauritius 


Lagos 
Straits Settlements - 


Fiji 
British Honduras - 
Turks and Caicos Islands 


Trinidad and Tobago 


Gambia 
Straits Settlements - 

arbados 
Be Vincent - 


27 
28 
29 
30 
1 
32 
33 
34 
35 | 
36 
37 
38 
39 
42 
43 
46 
48 
49 
St 
52 
53 
35 
56 
37 
58 
60 
61 
+84 
65 
87 
68 
+39 
ze 
72 
73 
116 
97 
79 
80 
82 
83 
St 


| Hong Ko - 
St. om - 
| Falkland Islands 

| Gold Coast - 
| Basutoland = - 

Ceylon 
| Zululand 
Mauritius - 

buan - 
British Honduras 


British 1 
British Guiana - 
Newfoundland - 
Jamaica - - 
Victoria - - 
Bermuda 
Gambia - 
Hong Kong - 
St. Vincent - 
Gibraltar - 
Bahamas - 

Turks Islands 


Zululand - - 
British Honduras 
Trini and To) 
Falkland Islands - 
- 
Mauriti - 
Strait Settlements 
Tabuan - 
Basutoland 


Si 
British - 
British New Guinea 


Lagos 
British Guiana 
Jamaica - 
Newfoundland - 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
Malta 
| Gambia - - 


| 1892 


1892-93 
1992 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Subject. 


Agriculture. 


Geology and Botany. 
Advantages to 


i q | 
| 
4 4 
| - | 1890 | 
» 
| “| 
- | 1889-91 4 
1890 
1890-91 ” 
1891 Sierra Leone - - 
1 3 
1891 100 1892-93 4 
101 | | 
” 102 | 1892 
103 1892-93 
| 1890 | | 104 | 1892 
1891 |} 105 | 1893 
1890-92} | 106 
1800 andj | 107 zx q 
1891 | | 108 ge a 
” 109 | ” a 
q 
1891 113 Barbados - | 
119 
- 120 q q 
Natal - = | 1891-92] | 122 3 
Basutoland - 123 1893-94 4 
St. Helena - - 1801 124 LUC = 1893 4 
Sierra Leone - - 125 | St.Helena - - 
Jamaica - - + | 1891-92] 126 | Ceylon - 
Trinidad and Tobago - 1891 || 127 | Fiji - q 
Newfoundland - - -| 128 | Grenada- 
British New Guinen - | 129 | 
Victoria - -| 1891 130 | 1893-94 
Bermuda - 1892 131 | and 
| 1893-94 
1893 
-| 1890 133 1893-94 
Leeward Islands - - 135 1893 
- 149 4 
” 142 ” q 
| Colony. | 
|%ululand- - 4 
3 Sierra Leone - - - 
+ Canada - - 


| 


